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Mission Statement
St. Peter Lutheran Church
WELCOMES people into a
relationship with Jesus Christ
and His Church,
EQUIPS people with a faith that
works in daily life, and
SERVES in the world to make a
difference in Jesus’ Name.

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Greene, Iowa
Unofficial Council Minutes 2/10/2021
Members Present via Zoom or in person: Clarene Backer, Esther Backer, Andrea Gotto, Lindsay Landers, Erin Mulder, Jan
Osier, William Schmidt, Chuck Thompson, and Dawn Van Etten. Member absent: David Crow. Also Present: Robin Majewski,
Gale Brinkman (Treasurer) and Christin Flucke. Devotions & Church Vision: Dawn read Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13. Council
discussed article on 5 reasons why 2021 may be harder than 2020. 1) Momentum is gone. 2) Bad habits 3) Uncertainty
remains. 4) Leaders and the congregations are exhausted. 5) The numbers are off. How 2021 will be better: 1) Crisis brings
focus. 2) Change will be accelerated. 3) Tension produces creativity. 4) Exhaustion means less self-reliance. 5) Mission
replaces preferences. Pastor Daniel will be looking for another book for council to read & discuss as we’ve done in the past.
Secretary’s Minutes: Will made a motion to accept the secretary’s report. Chuck 2nd M/C
Addition to the Agenda: A. Approve the Annual Meeting minutes. B. Ballot vote for Council President, Vice President &
Secretary. Erin Mulder was nominated as President. Andrea Gotto was nominated as Vice President. Chuck made a motion
that the nominations cease. Clarene 2nd. M/C Jan Osier was nominated as Secretary. Erin made a motion that the nomination
cease. Andrea 2nd. M/C C. Committees need 2-3 council members per committee, changes to a different committee can be
done yearly. The following list is of council members on a committee. Buildings & Grounds: Will & Dawn; Education & Youth:
Clarene, Lindsay & Erin; Stewardship & Finance: Jan & Chuck; Worship & Evangelism: Esther & Andrea. D. Personnel: Erin will
go off, Clarene will go on the personnel committee. Buildings & Grounds: A. A bid has been received for the 11 windows that
will be replaced in the old basement. The bid is from Pella windows from Mason City, where the previously replaced windows
were purchased. The bid came to $4,853.25. Nick Landers will do the labor. Labor & materials will be around $200.00 per
window. The combined total for replacement windows comes to approximately $7,053.25. B. Pastor Daniel and William looked
into the potential cost installing screens and projectors in the Sanctuary. An initial rough estimate is $15,000.00. Education &
Youth: A. Sunday School will not be meeting in person for the rest of the school year. B. Christin is continuing to send out
packets for Sunday School students to use at home. C. Luther League would like to plan some sort of trip. An initial trip meeting
will be Sunday, February 14th. D. Confirmation has resumed in-person classes. Stewardship & Finance: Did not meet
Worship & Evangelism: Did not meet, but Esther & Mary are working on an outreach project. Pastor Daniel started discussion
about Easter Services. If we are able to continue in-person services, he is hoping to a have a decision made as to the times.
Worship committee will discuss this week. Personnel: Met with Building & Grounds Committee to go over the job description
and ad for the open custodian position. The last day applications will be accepted is February 15th. Several applications have
been received so far. Building & Grounds & Erin will set up the interviews. WELCA: Valentine balloons were delivered to
members of St Peter who are shut-ins or residents of Valley View & Allison Care Centers. Clarene made a motion to accept the
committee reports. Dawn 2nd M/C Youth & Children’s Ministry: A. Christin sent out Valentine’s Day packets. B. So far, 29
households have signed up to receive Lent packets, including some without children. This is adding an adult component, since
previously just Sunday School kids have received the packets. The packets are focused on the Lord’s Prayer. C. The Junior
High is working on a fundraiser, “Egg My Yard”. They can be hired to come set up an Easter egg hunt in family’s yards.
Pastor’s Report: A. Because of weather conditions, Pastor will not be distributing outdoor communion on February 14th.
B. Pastor Daniel’s laptop has died. He has purchased a replacement and requested $250.00 from Theological Supplies in the
budget to help with the computer cost. Dawn made a motion to pay $250.00 of the Theological Supplies budget toward his
purchase of the laptop. Clarene 2nd M/C C. Pastor Daniel will be sending the Zoom link for anyone on Council who would like
to be a part of The Three Rivers Conference Annual Assembly on Sunday, February 14th at 2:00. We can have up to 4 voting
delegates attend. D. Thank you to the Buildings & Grounds members for the extra cleaning this month. Jan made a motion to
accept the Pastor’s Report. Esther 2nd M/C Treasurer’s Report: Omnitel will have fiberoptic available this summer, which will
increase the speed of using the internet. Gale asked for this to set this up. Jan made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report.
Esther 2nd M/C Old Business: A. A concern was raised to Pastor Daniel about allowing families to use the fellowship hall after
funerals. The custodians will set up and take down tables, as they have done in the past. It was decided that families would be
providing their own food and following the churches COVID & normal fellowship hall guidelines. B. We hope to use Easter
Sunday as a target date to resume singing during the service, at least the closing hymn. New Business: A. In the past
$250.00 from the church & $25.00 from WELCA has been offered to any student that would be attending a church camp.
Esther made a motion to continue with this donation. Jan 2nd M/C B. Sunday, February 14th will be the installation of Church
Council. C. If a supply Pastor is needed, Lindsay will take the call list & make the calls. D. Lent offerings will be divided equally
between the Greene Food Bank & World Hunger. E. Approximately $1,000.00 is needed to completely pay for the basement
windows. Will made a motion for the funds to come from the undesignated memorial fund moneys. Jan 2nd M/C
Other Business: Lindsay made a motion to accept the Annual Meeting Minutes. Dawn 2nd M/C
Esther made a motion for the meeting to be adjourned. Will 2nd M/C
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer

Green
e Food
Bank

Lent Offerings
This year the offering will be divided

to the Greene Food Bank,
1/2 to ELCA World Hunger

1/2

St. Peter Lutheran Church
Financial Report
February 15, 2021
Ending Balance
Current Fund Balance
$16,960.67
Current Fund Amount in MMDA $0.00
$16,960.67
Other Fund Balances
Benevolence and Mission $1,176.92
Building and Repair
$1,669.02
Basement Windows
$6,099.00
Fellowship
$1,991.25
Thrivent Choice
$1,827.00
Restoration
$19,679.49
Missionary Support
$500.00
AED
$450.00
$33,392.68
Bank Balance
Checking
Money Market
Total

$29,260.94
$21,092.41
$50,353.35

Goyer Scholarship
$717.62
McCosh - Gift of Love
$1,021.35
PPP Loan - Not Forgiven $18,026.35
Included in Current Fund

On Stewardship
"Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can
do that." —Martin Luther King, Jr.
Better is a little that the righteous person has
than the abundance of many wicked.
For the arms of the wicked shall be broken,
but the Lord upholds the righteous.
—Proverbs 37:16-17

MEMORIAL GIVEN TO THE GLORY
OF GOD and in memory of:
Mary Kock
$10.00 to the Prayer Shawl Ministry by friends.
$20.00 to the Memorial Fund by friends.
$35.00 to the Pipe Organ Fund by friends.
Florence Hatcher
$10.00 to the Prayer Shawl Ministry by friends.
Verlene Senne
$25.00 to the Memorial Fund by friends.
Cleo Johnson
$195.00 to the Memorial Fund by friends.

†

†

†

Quilt Dedication
Quilt Dedication will be held Saturday
evening March 20th and Sunday morning
March 21st.
We will display our school bags, baby care kits, and a
few quilts. 14 quilts were sent to Willis Dady
Homeless Services in Cedar Rapids. 7 toddler quilts
were taken to Friends of the Family Shelter in Waverly.
2 quilts were given to a local family at Christmas. 10
baby quilts were made for baptisms at St. Peter.
Our Lutheran World Relief items will be going to the
Spring Ingathering at
Trinity Lutheran Church
in New Hampton, on
Saturday, April 10th. We
will be taking 16 baby
care kits, 49 school kits,
and 14 quilts.

World Day of Prayer
will be hosted by St. Peter Lutheran
Church on Friday, March 5th at 1:00
pm in the Fellowship Hall.
At this time we are going to go
ahead with planning, but it will
depend on virus protocol at the
time.
World Day of Prayer is a worldwide
ecumenical movement of Christian
women of many traditions who
come together to observe a common
day of
prayer
each year
on the
first
Friday of
March.

MARCH - Holy Communion
6:00 pm - Saturday, March 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th
9:30 am - Sunday, March 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th
For the time being we are temporarily using individual packaged communion
elements.
Drive-Up Communion - Sunday, March 14th from 10:30 - 11:30 am
This will be behind the fellowship hall under the canopy.

Drive-Up

The next one will be Sunday, April 11th from 10:30 - 11:30 am.
Home Communions
Please call the church office and schedule a time for the Pastor to come to you
with Holy Communion.

Communion

Restoration Fund
St. Peter Lutheran Church

St. Peter WELCA
ALTAR FLOWERS: MARCH - Glory Circle
Senior citizen meals coordinator - Mary Brinkman
5th - World Day of Prayer at St. Peter Lutheran
Church at 1:00 pm
11th - Bible Study 9:30 am - Glory refreshments
15th - Prayer Shawl Ministry 3:00 pm
21st & 22nd - Quilt dedication

The St. Peter Junior High youth will be doing an “Egg My Yard” fundraiser. Let us help you create a
fun at-home egg hunt by spreading plastic eggs filled with candy and toys throughout your yard. You
can also order this as a fun surprise to be sent to a friend or family member to help brighten their
Easter!
All proceeds from this event will be used to help grow this ministry and offer additional fellowship
and service events for our junior high students. For more information or to sign up please visit
www.stpetergreene.com/eggs or call Christin Flucke at 641-257-9793. The deadline to order eggs is
Wednesday, March 24th and all deliveries will be made the evening of Saturday, April 3rd - just in
time for Easter morning!

Planned Giving
Our lives are journeys of faith and
generosity. As our faith matures and
deepens, so does the way we support God’s
work in the world. As a child, perhaps you
started by giving coins at Sunday School and
watching as your parents gave offerings in
worship. As we grow up in the church, our
giving evolves as well, reflecting new depths
of meaning, understanding, and experience.
When your earthly life comes to a close, you
can continue to give and make a difference in
our congregation through planned giving.
Have you remembered the church in your
will or through a charitable trust or annuity?
What a wonderful enduring testimony to
God’s blessing in your life! Ask the church
office for more information about planned
giving.

Camperships
St. Peter has a long history of supporting our
youth as they attend the various Bible camps
in our area. Each year we offer some
assistance to any youth who chooses to go to
a camp. For 2021, any member of St. Peter
who wishes to attend a Christian Bible Camp
will get $275.00 ($250 from St. Peter and $25
from WELCA) for each youth going to a
church camp,
but not to
exceed the cost
of the camp. So
grab a camp
brochure and
get them
registered for
Bible Camp this
summer!

LSI
March is National Professional Social Work
Month
March is National Professional Social Work
Month, a time to recognize social workers and
thank them for all they do. At Lutheran Services
in Iowa (LSI), we are grateful for the many social
workers who have dedicated their lives to serving
our communities across the state!
Maybe you have never had a social worker
involved in your life. Yet, whether you realize it
or not, you have had the benefit of their behindthe-scenes work in your community. Social
workers help people help themselves by
overcoming life’s most difficult circumstances or
managing challenges of everyday living: poverty,
abuse, mental illness, depression, addiction,
disability, and many other situations.
Iowa wouldn’t be the same without the patience,
guidance, and empowerment that social workers
provide. Happy National Professional Social
Work Month!
For more information, please contact Deb
Whitford, LSI’s Director of Philanthropy and
Church Relations, at
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service.
LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of
the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA
(Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender
identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and
sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and
facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

St. Peter Lutheran MARCH Birthdays
1. Aaron Hanson,
Marvel Landers
3. Juliene Bramer
4. Delores Adelmund,
Clint Griffin
6. Pastor Kent Mechler,
Benjamin Miller,
Bruce Sneed
7. Troy Feldman,
Paul Rover
8. Cody George,
Corey Hoodjer
9. Tina Freesemann,
Betty Heitland
11. David Martzahn
12. Bill Christensen,
Richard Kleinschmidt
13. Kinsley Knapp,
Milo Muhlenbruck,
Rod Steere

14. Harold Kock,
Fred Miller
15. Calley Steere,
Cindy (Mike) Steere
16. Layton Nordmeyer,
Bridget Shultz,
Samantha Yerkes
17. Jaret Wunsch
19. Fred Meyne
22. Cheryl Christensen,
Logan Nordmeyer,
Kiera Steere
23. Sue Brinkman,
Andrea Gotto,
Lucas Wedeking
24. Dominick Nicholson
25. Linnea Gabe,
Darla Spratt

26. Carrie Jensen,
Haley Landers,
Lisa Landers,
Allen Schroeder,
Levi Zimmerman
27. Eisley Dralle,
Taylor Jensen,
April Kleinschmidt
28. Denise Brummond,
Paul Christensen,
Marlene Landers
29. Marlene Marsh,
Hayden Sage
30. Maria Mathers,
Kari Raush
31. Brooke Landers,
Chance Nicholson,
Larry Ott,
Tammy Wiedeman

St. Peter Lutheran’s 150th Anniversary in
1872

St. Peter Lutheran will be celebrating our 150th
anniversary in 2022 and we are looking for people to
form the Anniversary Committee. If you are
interested, please call the church office at 816-5531.
We need everyone’s help in commemorating this
special event.

150 Years
. . . And Our S!ry Is S"# Unfolding

2022

Online Worship at 7:00 pm on
Wednesday, March 3, 10, 17 & 24

March

Grandparent-Kid Camp at Ewalu
Camp Ewalu in Strawberry Point is offering a new program this summer: Three days at camp for
grandparents and children! Make memories as you grow in faith and enjoy fun camp activities
together. Stay in the comfort of the Stone Center and join with other families in Bible study, games,
campfire, and other activities, all led by your counselors. You’ll also shuttle to Ewalu’s main site for
swimming at the pool, visiting the farm, and the opportunity to participate in activities with other
campers on-site.
All ages are welcome, but the program is designed for grandchildren
ages four through twelve years old. Dates are July 11-13 or July 21-23,
and cost is 170/adult & $140/child, and there’s a limit of four people
per room. Visit ewalu.org for more information.

FIRST COMMUNION - Palm Sunday, March 28th
Students from our congregation will be celebrating their First Communion on Palm Sunday, March
28. In preparation for receiving the Sacrament, they will be looking at the Biblical stories of Passover
(see Exodus 12) and the Last Supper Jesus had with his disciples (see
Matthew 26) to understand the significance of this holy Meal we share as
church. In addition, Dawn Deines-Christensen leads a pottery-making
session each year for students to make their own chalice and paten as a
memento of their First Communion.
As Martin Luther writes in the Small Catechism, “A person who has faith
in these words, ‘Given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the forgiveness of
sin,’ is really worthy and well prepared. However, a person who does not
believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, because
the words ‘for you’ require truly believing hearts.”
May the Holy Spirit stir up faith through the gift of Christ’s Body and Blood in this Sacrament!
The following children will receive their First Communion on Palm Sunday:

Brooklyn Hanson

Kayden Landers

Grace McBurney

Evan McCormick

Isabelle Sage

Bryce Schroeder

Mackenzie Shultz

Nevaeh Spratt

Cameron McBurney

CHURCH
COUNCIL
MEETING:
Wednesday, March
3rd at 7:30 pm

Food Bank
Food Bank item for the month of March
is toothbrushes & toothpaste. All
donations are
appreciated, we can use
any food/paper items
that are given to us. We
are using the “item of
the month” as just a
suggestion.

Lenten Practices
But as for you, return to your God, hold fast to love and justice, and wait
continually for your God. -Hosea 12:6
In the rhythm of the Christian life, the season of Lent comes as an interruption.
Preparing to celebrate Easter, we are—for a few weeks—called to an intentional
focus on faith. Traditionally, this season has three emphases: Fasting, Giving, and Prayer.
Fasting is probably the most familiar theme of Lent. To fast means to go without for a time, so this is where you
hear of people “giving up something for Lent.” Perhaps that’s a practice you’ve found helpful in the past, or
even this year. In popular culture, this practice is familiar enough that it’s been coopted into forms of dieting, or
self-improvement by giving up meaningless things you didn’t really want anyway. (Don’t believe me? Try
Googling “What to give up for Lent” and see what sorts of ideas come up!)
But the season of Lent is not intended to be about self-help or self-improvement. The key to Lenten fasting is to
drop something from your life in order to rely more on God. It’s about creating the space to notice what God is
doing in your life, to let God improve you, rather than relying more on yourself.
The second Lenten emphasis is giving. Since our giving and our generosity is always in response to God’s
generosity towards us, it makes sense that in a season of paying more attention to God, we would feel called to
give more in response. If you do give up something for Lent, perhaps you could donate the money saved to
helping others, or use the time you save to advocate for an issue of justice, or volunteer for something new.
The third Lenten emphasis is prayer. Often, our prayer in Lent is a prayer of repentance, of returning to the
Lord. Seeing Jesus’ loving sacrifice for us on the cross leads us to reflect on our own sinful state and our need
for God’s grace. We give thanks for the undeserved forgiveness God gives us.
In our midweek Lenten services this year, we are focusing on this third emphasis of prayer. More specifically,
we’re going to be exploring the example prayer Jesus gave to his disciples, which we call the Lord’s Prayer.
Each week, we’ll be looking a line of the prayer. Perhaps a Lenten practice for you to try this year would be to
pray the Lord’s Prayer in the evening before bed and in the morning when you wake up.
I hope you’ll join us for midweek Lenten services this year. Similar to Advent, we won’t be having meals or any
in-person services, but Pastor Joan Thomas and I will be alternating weeks of recording online messages on our
Lord’s Prayer focus. Service videos will be posted on the church website and on our Facebook page at 7:00 pm
on Wednesdays throughout Lent.
May this season be a welcome interruption in the chaos of life, and reminder to focus on God.
-Your servant in Christ,
Pas!r Daniel Flucke

Annual Meeting Minutes
The Annual Congregation Meeting of St Peter Lutheran Church was held Sunday, February 7, 2021
(postponed from January 31, 2021, due to inclement weather) in the church fellowship hall with 31
voting members present.
Prior to the meeting, a brief video greeting from Rev. Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl, interim bishop of the
ELCA’s Northeastern Iowa Synod was shown.
The meeting was called to order by President Erin Mulder at 10:30 am.
President Mulder thanked outgoing Church Council members John Ebensberger, Carrie Eiklenborg,
and Kelly Hoodjer for their commitment and leadership. She also thanked all outgoing committee
members.
Delores Adelmund reported that the nominating committee recommended the election of Lindsay
Landers and Dawn Van Etten for three-year terms on Church Council, as well as Erin Mulder for a
second three-year term. President Mulder asked for nominations from the floor. With no new
nominations, Gale Brinkman moved that nominations cease, seconded by John Ebensberger. The
motion passed.
A ballot vote was held for Church Council positions. 30 votes were cast, and Lindsay Landers, Dawn
Van Etten, and Erin Mulder were elected unanimously.
Gale Brinkman moved to accept the proposed budget for 2021 as presented by the Church Council,
seconded by Keith Christensen. The motion passed.
Pastor Daniel Flucke spoke about the upcoming Three Rivers Conference Assembly on February 14
and the Northeastern Iowa Synod Assembly on June 11-12. Both assemblies will take place online this
year. Representatives from our congregation are needed, and can be appointed by the Church
Council.
Laurie Shultz moved to accept the 2020 congregational report, seconded by Kelly Hoodjer. The
motion passed.
Carrie Eiklenborg moved to adjourn. Kelly Hoodjer seconded. Motion carried; meeting adjourned.
Minutes submitted by Pastor Daniel Flucke

2021 Servant Leaders of St. Peter Lutheran
CHURCH COUNCIL:
Erin Mulder (’24) - President
Andrea Gotto (’23) - Vice
President
Jan Osier (’23) - Secretary
Pastor Daniel Flucke
Clarene Backer (’22)
Esther Backer (’22)
Chuck Thompson (’22)
David Crow (’22)
William Schmidt (’23)
?? (’23)
Lindsay Landers (’24)
Dawn Van Etten (’24)
?? (’24)
Gale Brinkman - Treasurer
Holly Wedeking - Financial
Secretary
COMMITTEES:
Personnel:
Clarene Backer (’22)
John Backer (’22)
Jeff Dralle (’23)
?? (’24)
Nominating:
Delores Adelmund (’22)
June Vogelman (’22)
Carrie Eiklenborg (’23)
John Ebensberger (’23)
Kelly Hoodjer (’23)
Audit:
Jessi Lane (’22)
Terri O’Brien (’23)
?? (’24)

Building & Grounds:
William Schmidt
Dawn Van Etten
Roland Martzahn (’22)
John (Carol) Barth (’23)
Gary Schmidt (’24)
Christian Education &
Youth Work:
Clarene Backer
Lindsay Landers
Erin Mulder
Liz Schroeder (’22)
?? (’23)
?? (’24)
Christin Flucke, advisor
Stewardship & Finance:
Jan Osier
Chuck Thompson
Laurie Shultz (’22)
Shelby Gallagher (’23)
?? (’24)
Worship & Evangelism:
Esther Backer
David Crow
Andrea Gotto
Mary Brinkman (’22)
Delores Adelmund (’23)
John Ebensberger (’24)
Sandra Schuknecht, advisor

Are you feeling called to get
more involved in leadership at
St. Peter? As you can see in the
list of our current servant
leaders, there are two open seats
right now on the Church
Council. One is for a full threeyear term ending in 2024, and
the other is for a partial term
ending in 2023. Contact
President Erin Mulder if you're
interested.
In addition, two of our
committees have open seats. The
Christian Education & Youth
Work Committee is responsible
for overseeing our congregations
educational ministries, including
Sunday School, Junior High,
Luther League, and adult
studies, so if you’re interested in
helping others grow in faith, this
could be a great place for you.
The Stewardship & Finance
Committee helps our
congregation make good use of
the talents, time, and treasures
God has trusted to us, and
works to engage all our
members in living faith-filled
lives of generosity.
All confirmed members are
eligible to serve on the Church
Council or on a committee.
Please pray and ask where God
might be calling you to serve,
and then if you’re interested,
contact any of the council
members (in bold type) on the
committee you’re interested in.

MARCH 2021 - St. Peter Lutheran Church
Sunday

Monday Tuesday
1

7

9:30 am Worship
with Communion

7:00 pm
Worship
Committee
meeting

8

2

Daylight Savings Time Starts:
Turn Clocks Forward

21

9

10

6:15 pm Confirmation

15 3:00 pm 16
Prayer
Shawl
Ministry

Senior Health
Clinic

Saturday

5

6

11

12

13

19

20

1:00 pm World
Day of Prayer at
St. Peter Lutheran
Church

6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

9:30 am Faith,
Vision &
Glory Circle
meeting
18

17

Friday

4

7:30 pm Church Council
meeting

6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

7:00 pm Lenten Devotional Worship
Online

Quilt Dedication

Newsletter
Items Due

9:30 am Worship
with Communion

22

Palm Sunday
9:30 am Worship with Communion
First Communion

29

23

24

6:15 pm Confirmation

25

26

7:00 pm Lenten Devotional Worship
Online

Quilt Dedication

28

6:15 pm Confirmation

7:00 pm Lenten Devotional Worship
Online

9:30 am Worship
with Communion

10:30 - 11:30 am Drive-Up communion

3

Thursday

7:00 pm Lenten Devotional Worship
Online

1:00 pm First Communion class

14

Wednesday

30

31

Altar
Guild:
Holy Week

Robin Ralls,
Kelly Zurcher

27
6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

Ushers and
Lectors Sign up at
church to
volunteer.

