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Mission Statement
St. Peter Lutheran Church
WELCOMES people into a
relationship with Jesus Christ
and His Church,
EQUIPS people with a faith that
works in daily life, and
SERVES in the world to make a
difference in Jesus’ Name.

St. Peter Lutheran Church - Greene, IA
Unofficial Council Minutes, December 1, 2021
Members Present: Esther Backer, Andrea Gotto, Lindsay Landers, Pastor Daniel Flucke, Chuck Thompson, and Dawn Van
Etten Members Attending via Zoom: Jan Osier and Clarene Backer Members Absent: Erin Mulder and William Schmidt Also
Present: Robin Majewski and Gale Brinkman (Treasurer)
1. Secretary's Minutes: Esther made a motion to accept the Secretary’s report. Chuck 2nd M/C
2. Additions to the Agenda: K. New Members
3. Church Vision: The Advent Service was church vision this month.
4. Action Items: A. COVID Nothing new to report. B. St Peters 150th Anniversary in 2022 February 16-19 pictorial directory
pictures will be taken. The committee will be making phone calls to set up each family appointments. The next meeting is
December 15th. C. 2022 Proposed Budget Council looked through the proposed budget for 2022. Dawn made a motion to
recommend approval of this budget to the Congregation at the Annual Meeting. Chuck 2nd. M/C D. 2022 Annual Meeting
Agenda Lindsay made a motion to approve the agenda for the Annual Meeting to be held Sunday, January 30th at 10:30. Dawn
2nd M/C E. February Council meeting After the Annual Meeting on January 30th, the council will hold their meeting for
February and order pizza for outgoing/incoming council members. F. Committee Requests
Laurie Shultz on the Stewardship Committee and Mary Brinkman on the Worship Committee have requested to stay on the
committee they are on for a 3rd term of 3 years. Dawn made a motion to accept these requests. Chuck 2nd M/C G. Basement
Restroom Esther made a motion to change the signage on the basement restroom to “All Gender”. Jan 2nd M/C
H. Use of Fellowship Hall Use of the fellowship hall will continue reserved to members of St Peter through the church office. If
anyone else from the community would like to use the hall, it will be subject to council approval. Lindsay made a motion to make
this change of reservations. Jan 2nd M/C I. Weather Closure Policy Council reviewed the current policy, and a few things
need to be updated. J. Pastor furnishing/housing allowance of $5,000 for 2022 Each year the congregation designates a
portion of Pastor Daniel’s salary as “Housing Allowance” meaning up to that amount is tax-free for income tax when used for
housing and furnishing expenses. Money designated but not used is still taxable. Pastor is asking the allowance designation to
be $5,000. which is the same as last year. Esther made a motion to keep the housing allowance designation the same as last
year. Dawn 2nd. M/C K. New Members 21 new members were welcomed on November 20/21 to our St Peter Congregation.
Lindsay made a motion to accept these new members. Clarene 2nd M/C
5. Youth & Children’s Ministry Report: Christin was not in attendance, but Pastor Daniel reminded us that the Sunday School
Christmas program will be during the 6:00 pm Saturday service on December 11th in the Sanctuary. Jan made a motion to accept
the Youth & Children’s Ministry Report. Esther2nd M/C
6. Pastor’s Report: a. The sign-up sheet is up for Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple by Adam Hamilton. This six-week
study begins Tuesday, January 11th at 8:00 pm on Zoom. b. Reminder that all committee reports are due to Robin by January
3rd. c. Pastor Daniel requested to carry over 1 weekend for Continuing Ed from 2021 to 2022. d. Pastor Daniel and family will
be leaving after the worship service on December 26th and returning either January 3rd or 4th. e. Thank you to Mary Brinkman for
putting together the All-Saints Day bulletin board. f. Thank you Roland Martzahn for making the shelves in the table closet to
hold the fellowship hall liturgical banners. g. Thank you to Jeff Dralle for arranging people to clean and to that group of people
who did the cleaning. Esther made a motion to accept the Pastor’s report. Dawn 2nd. M/C
7. Treasurer’s Report: a. Two carpet rugs for the parsonage were purchased at a cost of $235.00. b. Pastor Daniel needs to
be reimbursed for the projector he purchased for the fellowship hall at a cost of $353.09. Dawn made a motion for these items to
be paid. Jan 2nd M/C c. The price of the Portal of Prayer booklets has gone up quite a bit. These have been sent quarterly in the
newsletter to 285 households. Some have expressed interest in Christ In Our Home booklets. Orders will be placed for to both
booklets to be available in the church to see the interest in them. d. We currently have an alarm system in case there are issues
with heat and water. There is now also a unit available as a smoke alarm, which is free of charge. Buildings & Grounds will check
into this. Dawn made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report. Esther 2nd M/C
8. Committee reports: Buildings & Grounds: a. Met on November 9th. A custodian has not yet been hired. The committee is
dividing the church into zones and those volunteers are cleaning specific areas. The custodial duties have also been rewritten.
b. Advent displays are out. Education & Youth: Did not meet. Stewardship and Finance: Did not meet. Worship and
Evangelism: The committee is taking on the task of looking at area churches for sanctuary technology upgrades. A group went
to Immanuel United Church of Christ in Clarksville to see the set-up they have. There are 3 different companies lined up to come
to the church on November 30th, December 2nd, and December 9th. Bids will be received from each of these companies. It is
hopeful that a proposal can be given at the annual meeting. Personnel: Continuing to look for a custodian, and revision of the
custodial duties. WELCA: Thank you to WELCA for providing fellowship after the midweek Advent Services. Motion made by
Lindsay to accept committee reports. Jan 2nd. M/C.
Esther made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. Dawn 2nd. M/C Closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.

St. Peter Lutheran Church
Financial Report
December 19, 2020
Ending Balance
Current Fund Balance
$7,800.87
Current Fund Amount in MMDA
$0.00
$7,800.87
Other Fund Balances
Benevolence and Mission
$2,637.25
Building and Repair
$1,178.42
Fellowship
$2,354.16
Thrivent Choice
$348.00
Restoration
$28,480.54
Missionary Support
$405.00
150th Celebration
$3,300.00
AED
$450.00
$39,153.37
Bank Balance
Checking
Money Market
TOTAL BANK

Thank you for your
generous giving in 2021!

End-of-year Giving
Statements
will be mailed out shortly after the first of
January for your tax filing purposes.

Contact Treasurer Gale Brinkman
$25,843.66
$21,110.58
$46,954.24

Goyer Scholarship
McCosh - Gift of Love

Restoration Fund
St. Peter Lutheran Church

$896.58
$865.11

about any possible questions about your
2021 giving.

On Stewardship
“And now, our God, we give thanks to you
and praise your glorious name. But who am I,
and what is my people, that we should be able
to make this freewill offering? For all things
come from you, and of your own have we
given you.”
—David in 1 Chronicles 29:13-14
“If you cannot feed a hundred people, then
just feed one.” ―Mother Teresa

Thank You
A big thank you goes out to
everyone who donated money
toward gifts for the giving tree
children. We had three boys this
year and then five more boys were
added to our list. Thank you to
Leah Reser for your help in
shopping and wrapping the gifts.
Thank you one and all for sharing
your gifts with these children and
brightening their
Christmas.
Nancy Reser,
Mission
Community

2022 Annual Meeting Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Opening Devotions
Nominating Committee Report
Council Elections
Sanctuary Technology Upgrades vote
Vote to update our constitution to match the ELCA’s
model constitution for congregations year 2019
6. Proposed Budget
7. Secretary's Report*
8. Pastor's Report*
9. Treasurer's Report*
10. President's Report*
11. Committee Reports*
12. Organizations Reports*
13. Benediction
14. Adjournment
* Will only be referred to during the Annual Meeting if
there are questions or comments from the congregation.

LSI Article
Amplifying the Voices of Iowa Children and Families
Individuals struggling without access to critical healthcare and family support services. Human
service providers overworked and underpaid. Former refugees and immigrants striving to build
new lives in the U.S.
These are all issues faced by Iowans. Help us ensure their voices are heard at the Iowa State Capitol.
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) will be advocating for our community members who are so often
overlooked in our society. You can join us in this important work. Visit LSIowa.org/advocacy and
sign up for our Advocacy Alerts. Learn more about the legislative process, the issues impacting your
neighbors, and your role as a citizen in helping to amplify their voices. Save the date for March 10,
2022, and join us for Lutheran Day on the Hill, a day of advocacy and education at the Iowa State
Capitol. If you would like more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director of
Philanthropy and Church Relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service.
LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all
ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations.
Learn more at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Entering Our 150th Anniversary Year
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
- Psalm 90:1

Happy New Year! As you are hopefully aware, 2022 is our congregation’s
150th anniversary year. Although this congregation wasn’t formally
organized until 1879, our history begins in 1872 with the concern of a
handful of Lutheran immigrants in the area for raising up their families in faith and with Julius
Nicolaus Anton Hildebrand’s baptism on March 7, 1872.
This anniversary year gives us an opportunity to both reflect on and celebrate what God has done in
this community in the past, and to consider what God is calling us to do now and in the future. My
hope is that our anniversary celebrations this year can be more than just looking back at the past,
more than patting ourselves on the back for a job well done. May this year’s celebrations be a catalyst
for future ministry as we seek to live out our faith in daily life. As the 1972 centennial book of the
congregation says, “This history will not have served its purpose until you seek to be as faithful to
Jesus Christ in the years ahead, as they were in the past.”
Our theme verse for this year is Psalm 90:1, “Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all
generations.” This verse points to what it means to be a church. We’re more than just a social club, or
a service organization—we are the Body of Christ. Christ is our home. Our dwelling place now and
for eternity is Christ, not a building. Our congregation of St. Peter is one tiny part of God’s Church,
all people redeemed by Jesus throughout time and space.
This congregation here has a rich history and tradition. Many of you have ancestors who have helped
make this congregation what is today. Others of you are newcomers to St. Peter. All of us are called
into this community by God to offer our own unique gifts and to accompany each other on the
journey of faith. This church was here long before any of us were born and unless Jesus returns in
glory in our lifetimes, the Church (and hopefully this congregation) will be here long after all of us
have died. What a gift to be on this journey of faith together!
The Anniversary Committee is planning a variety of opportunities this year that I hope you’ll
participate in. The first one will be our new church photo directory. Although we’re located in a
small town, our congregation is certainly large enough that we don’t all know each other. A directory
helps us to build community and care for each other. By my count, we have had at least 80 members
who have died or left our congregation and 79 who have been baptized or joined since our last church
directory photos were taken in 2016. I hope you’ll prioritize being a part of our new directory - watch
for more information coming soon about how to be included, and mark your calendar for photo
sessions on February 16-19.
Happy New Year!
Pastor Daniel Flucke
PS: I hope you’ll also consider being a part of the online Bible study I’ll be be leading starting January
19 on the apostle Peter - I’ve been saving it for our anniversary year as a chance to explore our
namesake’s story! See the details elsewhere in this newsletter.

Snow Cancellations
In case we have to cancel worship we will
send out an email (if we have your email
address), and put it on St. Peter’s Facebook page
along with the following stations KIMT, KWWL
and KLMJ.
Also, if school is
canceled during the day
then all youth &
confirmation activities
will be canceled as well.
First and last rule:
“Use the good sense God gave you and be safe!”

St. Peter WELCA
ALTAR FLOWERS: January - Vision Circle
WELCA CALENDAR
4, 7, 11, 14, 18, 21, 25, 28: Tying Days 9:00 am 1:00 pm
2nd (Sunday): Poinsettias are taken down after
worship
13th (Thursday): Bible Study 9:30 am - Vision
refreshments
17th (Monday): Prayer Shawl Ministry 3:00 pm

JANUARY - Holy Communion
Our Lord Jesus promises to meet us in the bread and wine of communion. This sacrament is a means
of grace in which we receive Christ given for us. Every week in worship, we
come to Christ’s table to be nourished for the journey of faith.
Communion is celebrated at every Saturday and Sunday worship service.
Pastor is also happy to come visit and share this holy sacrament with you at
home. Please contact the church office to schedule a time for a visit.
•Individual glasses are offered at Holy Communion, the clear glasses have

wine in them and the purple glasses have grape juice.

MEMORIAL GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD
and in memory of:
Smoke & Irene Allen
Piano lamp by family.

† † †

Annual Reports
DUE NOW!

Please!

If you are the head of a committee or
organization in the church, we need your
annual report by January 3rd.
The Annual Reports can be e-mailed to the
church at stpeter@myomnitel.com. We need
a report from the following people and
committees - Pastor, President, Christian Ed,
Worship, Personnel, Youth & Children’s
Ministry, Audit, Treasurer, Luther League,
Luther League Treas., Luther League Trip,
Luther League Trip Treas., Jr. High Ministry,
Jr. High Ministry Treas., Memorial, WELCA
President, WELCA Treas., WELCA Prayer
Shawl, WELCA EPIC, WELCA RAGBRAI,
Sunday School, Sunday School Treas.,
Sunday School Memorial.

2022 Annual Meeting:

10:30 am Sunday, January 30th
Our congregation's constitution states that,
St. Peter Lutheran hold our annual meeting
each year in January. As baptized

members of this church, your voice and
vote are important as we make decisions
for our ministry together. All confirmed
members of St. Peter Lutheran Church
who have communed and made a
contribution of record during the
current or preceding calendar year are
eligible and encouraged to vote.
This is your opportunity to elect your
leaders to represent you on Church Council
and to vote on our financial ministry plan for
2021. Read through the congregational
annual report, which is available in the
fellowship hall and on our website.

Church Council Elections
January 30th
Thank you to those who have served on the
church council! Although often serving “behind
the scenes,” they have an indispensable role in
guiding and managing the ministry of our
congregation.
We are especially grateful to those whose terms are
ending: Clarene Backer, Esther Backer, David
Crow and Chuck Thompson. Thank you for your
faithful, dedicated service!
The Nominating Committee is still seeking
members to serve on the church council. Whether
you’ve served previously or not, prayerfully
consider and let the church office know whether
this might be a role God to which God is calling
you. Council members will be elected at the
Annual Meeting:
Term of 3 years (2025) - 4 to be elected:
Dixie Hughes
You??
You??
You??
Term of 2 years (2024) to fill unexpired term 1 to be elected: You??
Term of 1 year (2023) to fill unexpired term 1 to be elected: You??

St. Peter Lutheran JANUARY Birthdays
2. Lyna Debner,
Russell Folkers,
Riley Kock
3. Isaac Almelien,
Hannah Leavens
4. Seth Orta
6. Nicole Warner
7. Michael Lewis,
Bev Schuknecht,
Calvin Trepp
8. Bentley Behnke,
Carrissa Martinez,
Grace McBurnery
9. Erin Dralle
10. Kris Dralle,
Lacey Ritter,
Jolene Steere
11. Jeremy Knapp,
Shane Ott
12. Jenny Backer
13. Karla Steere
14. Austin Spain,
Tanya Yerkes

15. Marcia Landers,
Dakota Martzahn,
Leah Reser
16. Matt Brinkman,
Kayden Tidemanson
17. Bennett Yerkes
18. Riley Christensen,
Don Feldman,
Jack Hanson,
Robin Ralls,
Monika Teeple
19. Katie Hassman,
Nolan Reser
20. Tara Raymond,
Isabelle Sage,
Sandra Schuknecht,
Gabriel Young
22. Laney Brinkman,
Wesley Klink,
Richard Kock,
Eldon Peterson,
Joshua Richards
23. Galen Menken

Greene Food Bank
I want to say thanks to each of you who has
contributed in any way to the Food Bank. The support
for our Christmas Children gifts was fantastic, 18
children in our area will have a better Christmas
because of you. We continue to serve members of our
community on a monthly basis, open on the 3rd
Saturday of each month from 8-9 AM. We also will
help people throughout the month as needed. We
appreciate the community support--donations of food
and money cover nearly all the expenses each year. We
feel this is still a vital service to those in need in our
area. Wishing God's blessings to each one of you.
Jo Ann Peterson

24. Julie Eggena,
Randall Landers,
Carolyn Rover
25. Karen Almelien,
Lois Meyne
26. Madelyn Shultz
27. Gabe Vieth
28. Ethel Krueger
29. Colton Klink,
Kyle Landers
30. Danielle Ebling,
Lois Heeren,
Kaelan Nicholson
31. John Barth,
Sara Eggena,
Kim Wiebke

Food Bank
Food Bank item for
the month of January
is Kleenex & Toilet
Paper. All donations
are appreciated, we
can use any food/
paper items that are
given to us. We are
using the “item of the
month” as just a
suggestion.

Online Bible Study
He left everything to follow his teacher and
possessed a passion that would change the
world. That’s one way to describe Peter. Here’s
another: poor, uneducated, quick-tempered, and
full of doubts and fears. Doesn’t even sound like
the same man. And that’s the point of Simon
Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple, a six-week adult
Bible study by Adam Hamilton filmed largely on
location in the Holy Land.

Faith Vocab: Epiphany
An “Epiphany” is a sudden revelation. It’s that
moment when you suddenly realize
something, when an idea becomes clear to
you. In a cartoon, it’d be the moment when the
light bulb blinks on above a character’s head!

As we enter our congregation’s 150th anniversary
year, let’s dig into the story of our namesake,
Peter—an ordinary guy who heard and followed
God’s extraordinary call. In this study, discover
how you, too, have special
gifts, talents, and abilities
that God can use to make
a difference today.

In the church year, Epiphany is a holiday
marking the arrival of the wise men from the
East (also known as the Magi) who came to
visit Jesus. Epiphany is on January 6th, the
13th day after Christmas. The image of
Epiphany is light, representing the star that
guided the Magi as they searched for the
newborn king. Light is also an appropriate
image for the holiday as these foreign travelers
are the first to recognize that the baby Jesus is
God’s light shining in the world, revealing to
everyone who God is.

For this study, we’ll meet
on Zoom on Wednesday
evenings from 8:00-9:00
pm, beginning on January
19. Sign up by January 9.
Suggested donation of $10
per book.

In our tradition, Epiphany
is an minor holiday and a
chance to sing We Three
Kings, but in some places
like Poland, Sweden, parts
of Germany, Epiphany is
an official public holiday.

CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING:
Wednesday, January 5th
at 7:30 pm
Sunday, January 30th
following Annual meeting

January Worship Servants
So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all,
and especially for those of the family of faith. - Galatians 6:10
If you cannot serve when assigned, please trade places with someone else, then notify
the Church Office. Your help and partnership here really make a difference!

January 1-2
Communion Bread: Carolyn Thompson
6:00 Saturday, January 1
Usher: Dawn Van Etten
Lector: Mary Brinkman
Communion: Jane Innes
8:30 Sunday, January 2
Ushers: Carrie Eiklenborg
Laney Brinkman
Lector: Amy Testroet
Communion: Owen Almelien

January 22-23
Communion Bread: Toya Knapp
6:00 Saturday, January 22
Usher: Dawn Deines-Christensen
Lector: Keith Christensen
Communion: Keith Christensen
9:30 Sunday, January 23
Ushers: Delos & Delores Adelmund
Lector: Laurie Shultz
Communion: Andrea Gotto

January 8-9
Communion Bread: Dana Frerichs
6:00 Saturday, January 8
Usher: Dakota Martzahn
Lector: Carol Barth
Communion: Sandra Ross
9:30 Sunday, January 9
Ushers: Keith Hyman
Ross Hawker
Lector: Sarah Hawker
Communion: Sam Stirling

January 29-30
Communion Bread: Pittinger Family
6:00 Saturday, January 29
Usher: Kelly Zurcher
Lector: Robin Ralls
Communion: Kelly Zurcher
9:30 Sunday, January 30
Ushers: Kelly Hoodjer
Grace Pittinger
Lector: Matt Pittinger
Communion: Augusta Dralle
Media: Hayden Freesemann

January 15-16
Communion Bread: Verla Lahr
6:00 Saturday, January 15
Usher: Pam Dralle
Lector: Jeff Dralle
Communion: Jeff Dralle
9:30 Sunday, January 16
Ushers: Shelby Gallagher
Jack Dwyer
Lector: Shelby Gallagher
Communion: Kiera Steere

Want to get involved? Fill out a form at
church and we’ll add you to the rotation.
Thank you for helping make worship
services happen each week!

There is an amazing weekend
retreat opportunity called
Teens Encounter Christ (TEC)
for all high school youth
coming up February 4th-6th.
Talk to ChrisBn for more details!

Can Sorting Schedule
Week of January 2nd
Tanner, Owen, Aidan, Nathan

Week of January 9th

1/15 - Dakota Martzahn
1/18 - Jack Hanson
1/19 - Nolan Reser
1/22 - Laney Brinkman
1/26 - Maddy Shultz

Luther League will meet on
January 9th and 23rd at 11:00
am.
Jr. High Sunday School will
meet on January 16th at 11:00
am.

Olivia, Addy, Addisyn, Meredith

Week of January 23rd
Reagan, Emma, Kirsten, Lina

All confirmed youth are
encouraged to attend the
annual congregational meeting
on January 30th following

JANUARY 2022 - St. Peter Lutheran Church
Church Office Email - stpeter@myomnitel.com

Sunday

Church Website: www.stpetergreene.com

Wednesday

Monday Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Altar Guild -

6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

Clarene Backer, Tracy Steere

2

9:30 am Worship with Communion

10:30 am Fellowship

3 7:00 pm

Worship
Committee
meeting

6

5

4
WELCA Quilt
Tying Day
9 am - 1 pm

6:15 pm Confirmation

7:30 pm Church Council meeting

All Annual
Reports Due!
9

9:30 am Worship with Communion

10

9:30 am Worship with Communion

10:30 am Fellowship
10:45 am Sunday School

23

9:30 am Worship with Communion

10:30 am Fellowship
10:45 am Sunday School

17
3:00 pm
Prayer
Shawl
Ministry

24
30

9:30 am Worship with Communion
10:30 am - Annual Meeting
10:45 am - Church Council meeting
followed by Council Pizza Lunch

31

18

6:15 pm Confirmation

19

WELCA Quilt
Tying Day
9 am - 1 pm

7:00 pm 150th
committee
meeting

13

12

WELCA Quilt
Tying Day
9 am - 1 pm

10:30 am Fellowship
10:45 am Sunday School

16

11

8

7
WELCA Quilt
Tying Day
9 am - 1 pm

14

9:30 am Faith,
Vision & Glory
Circle meeting

20

15

WELCA Quilt
Tying Day
9 am - 1 pm

21

6:15 pm Confirmation

WELCA Quilt
Tying Day
9 am - 1 pm

8:00 pm Bible Study

6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

Newsletter
Items Due
6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

22
6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

Senior Health
Clinic

25
WELCA Quilt
Tying Day
9 am - 1 pm

26

27
6:15 pm Confirmation

8:00 pm Bible Study

28
WELCA Quilt
Tying Day
9 am - 1 pm

29
6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

