
 

“With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He 

has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 

Micah 6:6-8 

 

 

Greetings, St Peter. Brrr! It’s cold outside! I hope this letter finds you warm and well.  

 

As most of you know, we are quickly heading into the season of Lent. Lent is a time for us to 

draw closer to Christ through prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and of course, repentance. I don’t 

know what the common Lenten practices are for this congregation, but personally, with my busy 

life, I like the tradition of giving something up for six weeks. Giving something up allows us to 

join in with Jesus’ fast in the wilderness. It encourages us to resist temptation and to rely more 

deeply on God during that time. In the past I have given up pop and meat, but this year I am 

going to push myself a bit further. I am not only going to give something up; I am going to put 

something else in its place. For instance, if I give up chocolate, just to turn back to it in six 

weeks, I achieved my self-denial, but how did that help me draw closer to God and neighbor? 

Lent isn’t about giving something up to earn God’s love, but to prepare us to go to the cross, 

receive God’s love, and respond to it. So, if I give up chocolate and donate all the money I would 

have spent on chocolate the past six weeks to the church offering or to my favorite charity, I am 

not only denying myself but allowing that to help me reach out with the love of Christ to others. 

 

Let’s say you don’t have money to set away. You might decide to give up gossiping/complaining 

for six weeks, and when you find yourself wanting to do that, instead you write a gratitude card 

to someone to brighten up their day. Or, you want to stop using plastic, so you carry your own 

reusable bag to the store, and you call your local representatives advocating for plastic bag bans. 

The possibilities are endless. I have chosen to give up “doom scrolling” at night before bed and 

instead pick up my old crochet hooks and make a prayer shawl for someone who needs to feel 

God’s love surround them with the prayers of the church. Whatever it is, we can take one habit, 

one distraction, or one initiative and change it into a positive movement. Even if you don’t give 

something up, it is a common Lenten practice to add an act of generosity to your day. You could 

visit a shut in, pray for someone new, or smile at the people you meet. We know we are drawing 

close to Christ when we respond with love and care for people, because that is exactly what Jesus 

did. The cross is on the horizon friends, how are you going to present yourselves before it, with 

empty sacrifices or with open hearts.    

 

 

God’s Peace be with you these 40 days,  

Pastor ChyAnne 

 

 

 

If you want some “chicken soup for the soul” this cold month. Read Psalms 1- 28.  
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Financial giving statements have been 

mailed out to all members who have 

given in 2025. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to reach out to 

Marilyn Wahlgren or the church office at 

641-816-5531.  
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February 1, 2026- (Annual meeting) 

10:00 Sunday 

Ushers: Phil & Marilyn Wahlgren 

Lector: Marilyn Wahlgren 

Communion: Phil Wahlgren 

 

 

  

February 8, 2026 

9:00 Sunday 

Ushers: Roland & Deanne Martzahn 

Lector: Teresa Feldman 

11:00 Sunday 

Lector: Keith Christensen 

  

February 15, 2026 

9:00 Sunday 

Ushers: Phil & Marilyn Wahlgren 

Lector: Marilyn Wahlgren 

Communion: Phil Wahlgren 

11:00 Sunday 

Lector: Carol Barth   

Communion: Carol Barth 

  

February 22, 2026 

9:00 Sunday 

Ushers: Mike & Julie Brinkman 

Lector: Emily Pittenger 

11:00 Sunday 

Lector: Dixie Hughes

  

 

 

 

It was decided by the Christian Education Committee and Pastor ChyAnne to offer First 

Communion at 3rd grade. This year we will invite our 3rd-5th graders to receive their first 

communion. A letter will be mailed out to all students of this age to invite them to our 

classes to teach them and prepare them to receive their first Holy Communion.  

 

 

 

 

 

WELCA is hosting their family fun day again at Freeze Frame Bowling 

Alley! Mark your calendar for March 8th! St. Peter families are all 

invited.  More details to come soon! 

 

 
  

February 2026 Worship Servants 
So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the 

family of faith. - Galatians 6:10 

  

If you are assigned to a date and time when you cannot serve, please find someone to trade places 

with you. Once you’ve traded dates, please notify the Church Office so the bulletin can be accurate. 

Your help and partnership here really makes a difference! 
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Committee News 
 

WELCA- Thank You to our congregational members who contributed to the Holiday Food Drive that 

WELCA spear-headed for anyone needing extra food over the holidays. We are pleased to report that there were 

some individuals that this generosity helped. At the beginning of January, we delivered 300+ food items to the 

food bank from the food contributions that were left over.  The Food Bank thanks you too.  Again, thank you for 

this blessing! 

 

On February 4th WELCA will be serving a meal of BBQ Turkey sandwiches, cheesy potatoes, corn, chips and 

bars.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR WELCA’S ANNUAL FUN DAY AT FREEZE FRAME on MARCH 

8th.  MORE INFORMATION WILL BE SENT OUT AT A LATER DATE!  

 

 

 

 

February Quilting Dates: 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, & 27. March dates 

will be determined if necessary. Please remember, quilting is from 9 

a.m. until 1 p.m. with a coffee break during those hours. DO NOT plan 

on being there if the weather is bad, OR if school is canceled. 

 

 

 

 

Worship & Evangelism Committee
• Planned music for January 

• Discussed having an Easter Sunrise Service at 7:00 am  

• Next meeting is Feb.3 at 6:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February suggest Food Bank Items are: Paper Towels and Dish Soap  
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1 - Kaitlynn Brandhorst, Jane Martzahn, Kayden       

     Spratt,  Judy (Calvin) Steere  

2 - Dan Meyne, Alexis Wiegmann 

3 - Brett Dane, Bruce Miller 

4 - Galen Hoodjer 

5 - Beverly Brinkman 

6 - Derek Landers, Steve Mulder, Blair Shultz 

7 - Chelsi Majewski, Rachel Steere 

8 - Jolene Stotler, Kathleen Wefel 

10 - Kirsten Hawker, Damian Spratt 

11 - Sylvia Hawker, Derek Steere 

12 - Emersyn Blong, Katie Platts 

13 - James Austin 

15 - Zach Taylor, Jean Towsley, Sierra Feldman 

16 - Michael Allen, Cameron McBurney 

18 - Molly Iverson, Kelsie Jensen 

19 - Layne Bartels, Darin Stotler, Zack Allan 

20 - Jim Deike 

21 - Pat Stock 

22 - Christine Shultz 

23 - Tim Brunner, Marjorie O'Brien, Calvin Steere,  

        Mark Yerkes 

24 - Michelle Jensen 

25 - Reagan Mulder 

26 - Erin Mulder, Cody Ritter 

27 - Shelbie Reisem, Patrick Zimmerman 

28 - Benjamin Backer, Hannah Fox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. Peter Lutheran Church will once again be celebrating the Lent season with the First 

Presbyterian Church, Church of Brethren, and the United Methodist Church. We enjoy this 

time to come together in worship in this season of Lent.  

 

Ash Wednesday is February 18 

Luther League is serving a meal 

before service from 5:30-6:15 p.m. 

Worship service will be at 6:30 p.m. 

The next Midweek Lent service will 

be on February 25th at 6:30 p.m. .  

Watch for our continued Lent schedule in your March Newsletter! 
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Church Update 

February/2026 

 
LSI proudly serves Iowans in all 99 counties through our services of Mental Health, Early Childhood, Foster Care & 

Adoption, Global Greens, People with Disabilities, and Immigrant & Refugee Community Services. We serve individuals 

of all ages, from families with newborns navigating the early stages of parenthood, to Refugee and Immigrant elders, as 

well as children at every stage of development. Our heart beats for the people we serve. We empower families and 

communities by recognizing and honoring the strengths and gifts of every individual. 

 

Your SUPPORT makes these stories possible... 
 

 

 
From Foster Care to the Classroom: A Story of Resilience and Hope 

Below is the story of Megan*, a young woman whose journey through foster care led her to a loving, permanent home 

with the Johnson* family in Sioux City. Now, six years later, Megan is thriving, confidently sharing her story, and living 

proof of what is possible when a young person is given stability, encouragement, and someone who believes in them. 

  

I entered foster care at just 17 days old. From the very beginning, my life was shaped by change, uncertainty, and trauma. 

Though I was adopted at age five, the years that followed were filled with strict rules and isolation. By age ten, I was told 

I was “too much” and was sent away, carrying unhealed wounds I didn’t yet have the words to explain. 

  

I spent the next several years moving through treatment facilities and foster placements. While those years were difficult, 

they also became a turning point. For the first time, I began to see my own potential. I discovered things I loved, 

committed myself to school, and watched my grades improve. Education became the one constant in my life, something I 

could rely on no matter where I was living. 

  

At fourteen, I entered high school and moved into a foster home with people I barely knew. I arrived guarded and afraid to 

hope, but slowly, I began to open up. I joined cheer, choir, and theater, finding confidence and belonging through school 

activities. Even after everything I had been through, school never gave up on me, and I refused to give up on myself. 

  

When I was fifteen, I began searching for a permanent home. After countless interviews, visits, and conversations, I met a 

family in April 2020. In the middle of an incredibly uncertain time, they took a chance on me, and changed my life. What 

started as a weekend visit turned into the place I finally called home. 

  

They believed in my dream of becoming a teacher. When I nervously asked if I could take college courses during high 

school, they didn’t hesitate. Their belief in me made all the difference. Six years later, I am still student teaching at a local 

elementary school, a dream made possible because someone said, “Yes, you can do this.” 

  

College wasn’t easy. There were tears, late-night phone calls, and moments when I feared losing the home I had waited so 

long to find. But I never lost their support. Hearing the words “We are proud of you” reminded me how far I had come 

and gave me the strength to keep going. 

 

To foster youth and foster families alike: don’t give up. Fight for yourself. Let your voice be heard. Be who you are - the 

right family will love you for it. 

 

And to my mom and dad: thank you for giving me the chance to be myself and helping me discover who I am. You gave 

me the opportunity of a lifetime, and I couldn’t have done this without you. 

 

*Names have been changed to protect privacy. 

 
LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a 

member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, 

national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
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Remember in Prayers… 
  
• Shut-ins and those in Care Centers-   

Ron Schafer, Rose Adelmund, Marty & Juliene Bramer, Lois Eliasen, Marilyn Steere, Martha 
Deines, Judy Lau, Norma Noel, Caroline Schafer, Monty Heitland, Marlene Marsh 

  
• Missionaries–  
 Mary Beth and Bayo Oyebade, Tobi, David, and Lily in Nigeria and Pastor Zach Courter and Rachel 
 Eskesen in Hungary 
  
• In the Military- 

Hannah Fox, Kaylie Fox, Shane Schroeder, Seth Poe, David White, Matthew Ulrichs, Tony 
Albrecht, Matt Heeren, Paxton Hinders, Cody Codner, Alan Peters, Christine Doudell, Brad 
Wilken, Ian Bain, John K. Backer, Colby Beek 

  
• Luther League 

The Luther League youth are collecting five cent redeemable bottles and cans, which can be put 
in the bins at the recycling center. Please separate aluminum cans, plastic bottles, and glass and 
place in the designated bins. If the bins are full, please come back another time rather than piling 
items on the ground. Thank you for supporting the youth of St. Peter 
  

• Prayer Shawls 
 If you know of a person who would appreciate a prayer shawl, please contact the church office, 
 641.816.5531 
  
• Missionaries 
 Remember to support our missionaries, Marth Beth and Bayo Oyebade and their family in 

Nigeria, and Pastors Rachel Eskesen and Zach Couter in Hungary. You can designate your gift for 
our missionary, or missionaries you wish to support.  

  
• Flowers 

You can honor loved ones and special occasions by placing flowers on the alter for worship. 
Flowers can be ordered from your preferred vendor. Please request them to be delivered to the 
church by Saturday afternoon of the weekend for which you have signed up. The flower sign-up 
sheet is outside of the church office.  
  

• Use of Building 
St. Peter is please to share our beautiful church building with members, friends of the 
congregation, and the community. The church is open from 7:00am until 7:00pm for prayer, 
devotions, and activities. Please remember to close what you open, turn off what you turn on, 
pick up as you leave the building. There is a checklist on the refrigerator door in the kitchen. To be 
human is to err. If you arrive and find something another person forgot, just quietly turn it off, 
close it up, pick it up, or flush. Thank you for your consideration.  
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February 

1 
-10:00 Joint 

Worship 

-Annual 

Meeting 

following 

service 

 

2 3 
-Quilting 9 

a.m-1 p.m. 

-5:15 p.m. 

Yoga 

-6:00 p.m. 

Worship & 

Evangelism 

-7:00 p.m. 

Stewardship & 

Finance 

4 
-5:30-6:15 p.m. 

Community Meal 

-6:00 p.m. Youth 

Group 

-6:30 p.m. Luther 

League 

-WELCA meeting 

after meal 

 

5 6 
-Quilting 9 a.m-

1 p.m. 

 

7 

8 
-9:00 Worship 

-10:00 

Fellowship 

-10:15 3yr-2nd 

Sunday School  

-11:00 Worship 

9 10 
-Quilting 9 

a.m-1 p.m. 

 

11 

-6:30 p.m. 

Confirmation 

12 
WELCA Circle 

at Coffee Baa- 9 

a.m. 

13 
-Quilting 9 a.m-

1 p.m. 

 

14 

15 
-9:00 Worship 

-10:00 

Fellowship 

-11:00 Worship 

 

16 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry- 3 

p.m. 

17 
-Quilting 9 

a.m-1 p.m. 

 

18  
Ash Wednesday 
-Luther League 

serving community 

meal- 5:30-6:15 

p.m. 
 

-Lent service at 

6:30 p.m. 
 

-6:30p.m. 

Confirmation 

19 20 
-Quilting 9 a.m-

1 p.m. 

 

21 

22 
-9:00 Worship 

-10:00 

Fellowship 

-10:15 3yr-2nd 

Sunday School  

-11:00 Worship 

23 24 
-Quilting 9 

a.m-1 p.m. 

 

25 

Lent service- 

6:30 p.m. 

 

-6:30 p.m. 

Confirmation 

26 27 
-Quilting 9 a.m-

1 p.m. 

 

28 

       Altar Guild: Robin Ralls, Kelly Zurcher 

 

Church Council: Phil Wahlgren 
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Mission Statement 

St. Peter Lutheran Church 

WELCOMES people into a relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church,  

EQUIPS people with a faith that works in daily life, and 

SERVES in the world to make a difference in Jesus’ Name.  


