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St. Peter Lutheran Church, Greene, Iowa
Unofficial Council Minutes November 7, 2018
Members Present: Ashley Coake, John Ebensberger, Carrie Eiklenborg, Lauren Hawker, Kelly Hoodjer, Keith Hyman, Jan Osier, June
Vogelman, and Phil Wahlgren. Members Absent: Delores Adelmund and Carol Barth Also Present: Christin Flucke, Robin Majewski and
Gale Brinkman (Treasurer). Devotions: John read from Bread for the Day. Church Vision: Pastor Daniel shared a clip he had found by our
Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton. She talked about Christians living with abundance and scarcity. God does provide.
Secretary's Minutes: Carrie made a motion to accept the secretary’s minutes. John 2nd. M/C
Additions to Agenda: none. Committee Reports Building and Grounds: A. Our church’s AED Defibrillator is 5 years old. June is
working with the company as it is not working correctly, and the pads are outdated. Replacement batteries are $15.00 a piece and 10 are
needed. June is checking to see if rechargeable batteries are a better option and what the cost would be if a new AED needs to be purchased
in the future. B. After donations to David Crow for his Eagle Scout Project of painting the Sunday School rooms & framing the artwork,
$161.85 was presented as the final bill. C. A vacuum will be left in the fellowship area so those that rent the hall can have access to one for
clean-up. D. Automatic door locks times needs to be changed because of daylight savings time. E. Kitchen faucet is dripping, Keith will look
into that. The water fountain in the basement also needs to be checked out. Education and Youth: A. The new curriculum for Sunday
School is going well. The teachers like the stations where someone does an activity on a 4 week rotation. B. The Sunday School needs a
Treasurer. C. Currently there are 9 in confirmation and 9 that were just confirmed. D. The Luther League will again be shopping for
Christmas gifts for families they are sponsoring. E. Pictures that were once hanging in the Jr High Ministry room (previously the nursery
rooms) were discussed. The watercolor pictures will be hung in the nursery rooms they now are using. Some of them are not age appropriate
and will not be used. Stewardship and Finance: A. Everything is on track for Consecration Sunday. The meal on 11-12-18, will be for
leadership committee members. Phil needs a head count to give to the caterer. Calls will be made 11-8-18 to get an idea of how many to
plan for. B. Sunday, November 18th will be Consecration Sunday. The joint service will be at 11:00 (no Saturday night service). With a catered
meal to follow. Worship and Evangelism: A. Met and chose hymns for the next 4 weeks. B. Thanksgiving Eve service will be at 7:00 on
Wednesday November 23rd. C. Joint Advent services with UMB/Brethren and Presbyterian Churches will all be held at St Peter, with a meal
served before the services. Council will provide the first meal, Luther League the second, so one more group will be needed for the last Advent
mea. The Advent theme this year will be “Celebrating Abundance”. Staff Support: Did not meet. Motion made by Ashley to accept
committee reports. Phil 2nd. M/C.
Youth & Children’s Ministry: A. This year’s confirmands are using different tools such as papers and displays to share their faith in the
ways they can best describe it, Christin felt it went very well. B. Trick or Treat So Others Can Eat was a success, the food will be delivered to the
food bank this coming weekend.
Pastor's Report: A. Pastor will be organizing a new member orientation on November 11 & 18 during the Sunday School hour. On
November 25th, those that attended will welcomed. Jan will be ordering a cake for fellowship that Sunday. B. Pastor and Christin will be gone
November 30-December 2nd as well as the week after Christmas which includes December 29-30. Interim pastors have been contacted.
Motion made by Carrie to accept Pastor’s report. Kelly 2nd. M/C
Treasurer's Report: A. Online giving will become available from Vanco. Gale shared figures and feels Vanco is the best option. Motion
made by Kelly to use Vanco as our online giving source. Ashley 2nd. M/C B. Gale read a letter from WELCA. They are donating $450.00 to the
elevator fund and $450.00 toward the electronic sign from proceeds from Country Time. Motion made by June to accept the Treasurer’s report.
John 2nd. M/C
Old Business: A. Gale and Kelly went to Signs & Designs in Cedar Falls on 11-6-18. A representative of this business will be at the church
this weekend to check everything out & give us a quote, so we can proceed with purchasing the church sign. B. The assigned work groups will
meet after the council meeting tonight to start working on their duties. New Business: A. Advent offerings will be going to LSI, as they
have in the past few years. Motion made by Ashley for the Advent offering to be sent to LSI.. Carrie 2nd. M/C. B. This year’s Gerald Hildebrand
endowment interest will go toward the elevator fund. C. Thrivent Choice Dollars from November 2017-October 2018 totaled $6242.00.
Disbursements were divided between various needs in our church. Motion made by Ashley for the disbursements . Keith 2nd. M/C. D. Keith
will get a quote for replacing windows in the old basement & also the basement of the parsonage. E. There are a few things that need to be
done in the parsonage. They will be added to the priority list. Other Business: A. Dane Miller has requested to release his membership
from St Peter, Greene IA. Motion by Carrie to accept Dane’s release. June 2nd. M/C
Kelly made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. Carrie 2nd. M/C. Closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.

ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
Financial Report
November 20, 2018
Ending Balance
Current Fund Balance
$16,563.01
Current Fund Amount in MMDA
$0.00
$16,563.01
Other Fund Balances
Elevator
Benevolence and Mission
Building and Repair
Basement Windows
Fellowship
Thrivent Choice
Restoration
Missionary Support
Electronic Sign
VBS
Bank Balance
Checking
Money Market
TOTAL BANK
Goyer Scholarship
McCosh - Gift of Love

-$7,739.46
$3,554.86
$91.71
$3,000.00
$1,751.41
$633.00
$26,366.90
$1,145.00
$13,640.00
$0.00
$42,443.42

Annual Meeting:

10:30 am Sunday,

January 20, 2019
By constitutional rule, the
congregation must be informed of the
Annual Meeting in sufficient time for
individuals or groups to apply to be on the
agenda.
The agenda is set a minimum of ten
[10] days before the Annual Meeting.
Anything can be brought up to be
discussed, but unless it is on the agenda as
approved by the Council, it can not be
voted upon. A special meeting would then
have to be called to act upon that issue.

$7,370.88
$51,635.55
$59,006.43
$448.33
$1,154.38

On Stewardship
“Give what you have. To someone, it may be better
than you dare to think.” ―Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow
“For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has—not according to what
one does not have.” ―Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:12

Annual Reports Due

January 2nd!!
If you are the head of a committee or
organization in the church, we need your
annual report as soon as possible. The
Annual Reports need to be typed,
published and ready for distribution the
weekend of January 12/13, 2018.
They can be e-mailed directly to the
church at stpeter@myomnitel.com

Restoration Fund
St. Peter Lutheran Church

Communing With All the Saints
We have an extension of our Worship by offering the
opportunity to receive Holy Communion on the day we
celebrate it in worship. For those who are not able to
attend worship, but would like to receive Communion,
we will send the Sacrament to you right from the worship
service. Lay ministers will bring Communion to those
who wish it. If you are interested in receiving Holy
Communion from the Sunday Service or if you have
questions about this, please call the church office at
816-5531 to set up a time.

"Your worst days are
never so bad that you
are beyond the reach of
God's grace.
And your best days are
never so good that you
are beyond the need of
God's grace."

DECEMBER - Holy Communion Schedule
6:00 pm Saturday, December 1st & 15th
8:30 am Sunday, December 2nd & 16th
11:00 am Sunday, December 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd
6:00 pm Christmas Eve
9:00 am Christmas Day
Home Communions
Please call the church office and schedule a time for Holy Communion. We would like to
reach ALL our shut-ins before Christmas.
•When individual glasses are offered at Holy Communion, the clear glasses have wine in them

and the purple glasses have grape juice.

WELCA - Mission Action

ST. PETER WELCA

QUILT TYING DAYS … Women AND
Men .. mark your calendars. Tying and
finishing quilt days will be on Tuesdays
and Fridays in January and February of
2019 from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. with a
potluck at noon. Come when you can
and leave when you must. January dates
- 4,8,11,15,18,22,25,28 (first day is a
Friday), February dates 1,5,8,12,15,19,22,26 (first day is a
Friday) March (if we need to work in
March, those dates will be announced
later)FOR THOSE SEWING AT HOME,
call Marilyn Schroeder (641-816-3194) if
you want her to meet you at church to
get some material, or if you need to have
some delivered to your home.
OTHERWISE, just go to the old
basement at church and take what you
need from material in a closet there.
DONATIONS WE HAVE NEED OF -Crotchet thread for tying of quilts and
any colored thread for sewing around
quilts once they are tied. All of these
items may be taken to the closet in the
old basement, or if there is room, put in a
clear plastic tote in the fellowship area.
ITEMS NEEDED FOR MAKING OF
Baby Care Kits -- T-shirts or tops,
sleepers, hooded sweatshirts or sweaters
(should be size 6 to 24 months), hand
towels, bars of gentle soap in original
wrapping (must be 4-5 oz. in size), baby
socks and hats. For Personal Care Kits
we need finger nail clippers, sturdy
combs, lightweight, bath size towels (57”
x 52”) and bars of soap in original
wrapping (must be 4-5 oz. in size).
REMEMBER .. If school is canceled
because of bad weather, THEN
QUILTING IS CANCELED ALSO.

ALTAR FLOWERS: December - Vision Circle
WELCA CALENDAR
Senior citizen meals coordinator - Mary Brinkman
December 1st - 9:00 am - Put up poinsettias
13th - 11:30 am - All circle Holiday potluck
17th - Prayer Shawl Ministry - 3:00 pm
The WELCA Board would like to wish everyone
a blessed holiday season. We hope that you will take
time to rejoice in the birth of Christ and his blessings by
sharing and spending time with family and friends.
The people in our lives are our richest blessings. Merry
Christmas!
Your WELCA Board: Connie Yerkes, Sue
Brinkman, Julie Brinkman, Betty Heitland, Nancy
Reser, Bev Christensen, and Sue Schroeder.

WELCA ‘Giving Tree’ Ornaments
The WELCA Giving Tree will
be up in the fellowship hall
starting November 24th. The
Ornaments on the tree will only
be for money donations. The
beauty of the Giving Tree is that
we do not know who the
recipients are - only that there is
a need and because of Jesus' love
for us, we can fill it.
We are purchasing gifts for 10
children this year - Girls age 5,
12, 17 & 17 and Boys age 3, 3, 5,
10, 11 & 13.
Check out the tree at Saturday,
Sunday and Advent worship services. Please put the
ornament and the money in an envelope and slide it
under Robin’s office door by Sunday, December 9th.
The rest will be taken care of by WELCA. Please
make checks payable to WELCA. Thanks again for
your generosity and ministry to others.

Wednesday Advent Worship at
St. Peter Lutheran Church
on
Wednesday, December 6 at 6:15 pm
Wednesday, December 13 at 6:15 pm
Wednesday, December 20 at 6:15 pm
Join us for supper at 5:30 pm in the
fellowship hall
•December 5 - Meal provided by Church
Council
•December 12 - Meal provided by Luther
League
•December 19 - Meal provided by Altar
Guild
Everyone is INVITED to attend.
Thanks to WELCA for preparing bars for each
week, and to the Greene Brethren/UMC and First
Presbyterian congregations for worshiping with
us!

HOSTING
FELLOWSHIP IN
DECEMBER
2nd - Volunteer Needed
9th - Volunteer Needed
16th - Volunteer Needed
23rd - Volunteer Needed
30th - Volunteer Needed

Mark your calendars and be sure to join us on
Saturday, December 8 at 6:00 pm for a special
Saturday worship service that will include the
Sunday School Christmas Program. All
students in nursery - 6th grade will be part of
the program and are asked to be at church by
5:30 that night. Following worship, there will
be a supper of maid-rites and hot dogs along
with chips, drinks, and dessert served up by
our Jr. High students. Everyone is invited to
stay for the meal, and free-will donations are
appreciated to help fund our Jr. High ministry
activities here at St. Peter.

Funeral Planning Worksheet
Until Jesus returns, all of us will one day die.
The most universal fact of human life is that it
ends. Although it may be uncomfortable to
think about, planning for the end of your life is
an act of love and kindness for your family.
Planning ahead for your funeral gives your
family the gift of helping them through a
difficult time by letting them know your
wishes.
We encourage you to consider your funeral
wishes and take the time to fill out a Planning
Form available in the church office. Once
completed, we will make a copy for you and
keep a copy in the office. When your earthly life
is complete, your family will have the gift of
your plans to use as they prepare for your
funeral. If you have any questions, please give
the office a call.

St. Peter Lutheran DECEMBER Birthdays
1 - Christin Flucke,
Crystal Ott
2 - Dana Frerichs
3 - Kaye Blong
4 - Sara Stark
5 - David Brinkman,
Anthony Miller,
Bonnie Sneed
6 - Jennifer Averhoff,
Kathryn Cassmann,
Donna Spratt
7 - Rose Adelmund,
Lee Calease,
Lauren Hawker,
Joyce Wiele
8 - Cooper Coake,
Conner Hobson,
Trace Landers,
Meredith Shultz,
Kirsten Zimmerman
9 - Joshua Rogers
10 - Brent Ebling,
Cindy (John) Steere
11 - Duane Majewski,
Chet Shultz

Photo Release
From time to time our members
may have their pictures taken or
be videotaped during major
events. If you do not want your
picture shared on Facebook or
on our Website, please contact
the church office so we can be
sure to honor your wishes.
Thank you!

13 - Finn Pitzenberger,
Kevin Schafer,
Isabelle Schroeder,
Benjamin Trepp
14 - Gene Ross
16 - Norma Noel,
Les Steere
18 - Faron Jensen
19 - Dylan Christensen,
Kay Joebgen,
Dan Osier,
Darren Rogers
20 - Maddison Brummond,
Dave Iverson,
Reagan Tidemanson
21 - Joyce Constien,
Taelyn Landers
22 - James Arjes,
Ashley Christensen,
Betsy Christensen,
Jean Ann Wedeking
23 - Calvin Hanson
Nathaniel Martzahn,

Merlin Schuknecht
24 - Josephine Allen,
Cindy Brinkman,
Peggy Griffin
25 - Kelly Hoodjer,
Marnie Schmidt
26 - Pat Calease,
Caleb Collins,
Suzanne Miller,
Brenda Rickart,
Jett Stroberg
27 - Larry Butzlaff,
Alexandra Mathers,
28 - Case Frerichs,
Julie Watkins
29 - John Ebensberger,
Hayden Freesemann,
Ross Hawker,
Isabella Stroberg
30 - Matt Cousins,
Mariah Jensen,
John Osier,
Louise Squires,
Marilyn Wahlgren

Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is seeking members to serve
on the church council. This is an opportunity to serve the
Lord and to better understand of all the ingredients that
are needed to fulfill the ministry at St. Peter. We ask you
prayerfully consider this opportunity to serve. Council
positions will be voted on at our Annual meeting. There
are also openings on some of the committees. If you are
interested, please contact the Nominating Committee:
Jennifer Hoodjer, Tanya Yerkes, Eldie Peterson and Gary
Schmidt.

LSI Article
Merry Christmas from LSI!
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.” — John 1:5
As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to you!
Every day, as a ministry partner of LSI, you help
bring the light of Christ to others.
At LSI, we know many people experiencing deep
darkness. We know parents who feel hopeless,
with little to no resources to raise their young
children. We know adults with disabilities who
feel voiceless, with no support system or
connection to their community. We know teens
who are aging out of the foster care system, who
fear they will never have a family to love them.
The holidays can be an especially difficult time
for our most vulnerable neighbors. In the spirit of
giving, the spirit of love, and the spirit of
working together, let us stand with them and lift
them up this Christmas season. If you would like
to learn more about how you can support Iowa
children and families, contact Deb Whitford, LSI
director of philanthropy and church relations, at
563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.
Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas
from LSI!
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service.
LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa
congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran
Services in America). We proudly serve people of all
ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities,
national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual
orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Thrivent Financial
Choice Dollars
Thank You Thrivent Financial for
Lutheran members for having Choice Dollars
designated to St. Peter Lutheran Church.
From November 2017 to October 2018
donations were $6,242.00. The council
approved the following distributions.
Building & Repair

$800.00

Church Basement Windows

$2,000.00

Electronic Sign Fund

$1,967.00

Elevator Fund

$500.00

Parish Health Nurse

$300.00

WELCA

$675.00

If you have any question you can contact
Julie Brinkman 816-4335 or Robin at the
church office 816-5531.

MEMORIAL GIVEN TO THE GLORY
OF GOD and in memory of:
Mildred Deike
$300.00 to WELCA/Quilting by family.
Helen Nelson
$10.00 to Prayer Shawl Ministry by
friends.
Jill Gillespie
$20.00 to Memorial Fund by friends.

† † †

Family In Other Churches
In Hebrews 10:25, Christians are called to
regularly meet together as part of a local
congregation. One of the roles of the pastor,
church council, and church office is
maintaining accurate membership records to
make sure no one in our congregation is
neglected. To help keep our records up to
date, we need your help.
If you or someone you are connected to has
moved away and is participating in another
congregation, please let the church office
know by calling or emailing
stpeter@myomnitel.com so we can properly
transfer their membership. Of course
everyone is always welcome at St. Peter, but
it is important that our membership list
accurately reflect those who are currently
active in this congregation.

Advent Offerings will go to this ministry.
Thanks for giving.

2018 Giving Statements
The 2018 “End of Year”
Giving Statements from
the church for tax
purposes will be done
shortly after the end of
the year, so watch your
mail for them.

Thanks for your
generous giving
at the end of the
Thank you to everyone who donated
boxes for Operation Christmas Child.
There were a total of 34 boxes donated
by St. Peter members and others.
Thank you for your generous response
in brightening the lives of little
children this Christmas.

Poinsettias are due
at the church
by Friday morning

November 30th,
at 9:00 am
so they can be set up to
decorate the church.

An Abundant Advent
As it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’
– Luke 3:4
Advent is a season of preparation, of getting ready. It’s a countdown to the great celebration of
Christmas, when Jesus our Savior is born among us. John the Baptist echoes the call of the prophet
Isaiah: “Prepare the way of the Lord!” How do we prepare for Christ’s coming?
One way to prepare for the birth of Jesus is to recognize and appreciate the work God is doing
around us. In this time between Thanksgiving and Christmas, I encourage you to take stock of your
blessings. Pay attention to the ways God is at work around you and in you. Prepare your heart to
celebrate Christmas by celebrating the abundant life God has given you.
This year, our theme for Wednesday worship services is “Celebrating Abundance” based off of an
Advent devotional book by Walter Brueggemann. As we’ve talked about a lot (especially this last
month!), we are blessed by God in order to be a blessing to others. And the greatest blessing of all,
the best Christmas present ever, is Jesus himself, God’s abundant love in the flesh.
Advent is about waking up, noticing the world around us, and celebrating the incredible love of
our Savior who came to live among us, and who died for us so that we might live – not just in this
world, but in God’s kingdom for all eternity.
I hope you’ll be able to come to supper and worship each Wednesday during Advent as a way to
prepare your hearts for the coming of the messiah. May you recognize the abundant, overflowing
love God has for you, and may God continue to bless you in this holiday season and always.

Your servant in Christ,
Pas!r Daniel Flucke

Consecration
Thank you to everyone who participated in Consecration Sunday on
November 18, and everyone who completed a 2019 Estimate of
Giving card. If anything changes and you need to update your giving
estimate, please contact our treasurer, Gale Brinkman. Your support of
our congregation’s ministry makes a real difference in our community
for God’s kingdom. Thank you for your faithful stewardship!

Snow Cancellations
Winter and snow
season are upon us.
Worship will only be
canceled if the town is
completely shut down.
Also, if school is
canceled during the day
then all youth & confirmation activities will be
canceled as well. Any weather notices will be
posted on the church Facebook page and website.
First and last rule: “Use the good sense God
gave you and be safe!”

Don’t Forget the
Ministry of the Food
Bank
Nonperishable
food items or
financial
donations
“It is more
blessed
to give than
to receive...”

Greene Community
Food Bank

The season of
giving
This holiday season, we
thank everyone who has
supported St. Peter Lutheran
Church this past year with
their time, talent and
financial contributions and
look forward to support from
all of our members in the year
ahead. If you need a convenient way to make
regular offerings, please check on Simply Giving.
Simply Giving is an Electronic Funds Transaction
(EFT) from your bank account. As the pace of life
speeds up, you may find Simply Giving a most
welcome way to make contributions. Contact the
church office for more information.

COUNCIL MEETING:
Wednesday, December 5th
at 7:30 pm

Food Bank items for the
month of December is
cold cereal, oatmeal,
ketchup & mustard. All
donations are appreciated,
we can use
any food or
paper items
that are
given to us.

Mission Statement
St. Peter Lutheran Church
WELCOMES people into a
relationship with Jesus Christ
and His Church,
EQUIPS people with a faith
that works in daily life, and
SERVES in the world to make a
difference in Jesus’ Name.

Christmas Eve Worship
December 24th 6:00 pm

Candle light. Carols.
Communion. And the story
of the God who comes to
us as a little child!
Join us for Christmas Eve
worship at 6:00 pm on
December 24 as we
celebrate the birth of our
Savior, Jesus.
This is a family service, and all are welcome.
Come a little early as the sanctuary will be
crowded. Communion will be by intinction, and
there's nothing quite like singing "Silent Night" by
candlelight!

Christmas Day Worship
9:00 am

Join us on Christmas Day, December 25, for a
more intimate Sunday worship service. We will
hear John’s version of the Christmas story and
celebrate Holy Communion at the altar.

A Christmas Poem
[for those who have lost a love one]
I'm spending Christmas with Jesus Christ
this year.
I see the countless Christmas trees around
the world below with tiny lights, like
heaven's stars, reflecting on the snow.
The sight is so spectacular, please wipe
away that tear, for I'm spending time with
Jesus Christ this year.
I hear the many Christmas carols that
people hold so dear, but the sounds of
music can't compare with the Christmas
choir up here.
For I have no words to tell you the joy their
voices bring, for it is beyond description to
hear an angel sing.
I can't tell you of the splendor, of the peace
here in this place. Can you imagine
Christmas with our Savior, face to face?
I'm asking you to light your spirit, as I tell
him of your love. So then pray one for
another as you lift your eyes above.
Please let your hearts be joyful and let your
spirit sing. For I'm spending Christmas in
heaven and I'm walking with the king.
Author Unknown

Thank You
Thanks so much to everyone who
participated in the community
Make A Difference Day, the leaf
rakers, the pickup drivers, the leaf
gatherers, the dump supervisors,
the lunch committee, the planning
committee and those who allowed
us to gather their leaves! There
were 45 volunteers and 18
households. It was a nice day, the
group dynamics were good, we
are all fortunate to be residents of
a community that cares about each
other. A special thanks to Father
Brunkan for all his planning
expertise. See you next year!
Greene Parish Nurse Council.

Community Christmas Cantata
December 2nd 2:00 pm
at St. Peter Lutheran

Holiday Worship Servants
With many people traveling for the holidays, there are some
holes intentionally left in the worship servant schedule. If you
are available to usher, assist with communion, or read on
December 22/23, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, or
December 29/30, please sign up on the sheet at church or
contact the office. Thanks!

Joint Sunday Worship
Sunday, December 30th
at 9:30 am

Faith Reflection
While visiting with with Norma Noel, one of the longest-tenured members of St. Peter, I asked her if she would
be willing to write a brief reflection on what faith means for her to share with the congregation. May her
testimony be an encouragement to you in your faith! -Pastor Daniel
My faith is believing and talking to God. He gives me comfort and strength and I feel his nearness. I
radiate joy, peace, love, and hope. He gives me strength through the sacrament and word. My faith is
enriched by reading the scriptures and the Bible daily, and God provides for my needs.
I am thankful for the inner voice of the Holy Spirit, my helper to guide me in my thoughts so that I
never feel alone.
I pray for all who are in need that they will feel God’s love, healing, and trust. I always try to let my
light shine and be thankful. “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians
4:13)
My faith is made stronger through my church and my pastor with his visits and for communion, also
my loving family and seeing God’s love in the eyes of little children whom I taught for over 50 years.
Jesus loves them.
-Norma Noel

St. Peter Lutheran Church

Elevator Funding Update

July 2, 2017
The St Peter congrega on approved $90,000.00
to install an elevator for access to the fellowship
hall basement.
November 20, 2018 update:
75

Families or Individuals have made a
dona on.

4

Church Groups have made a dona on.

4

Grants have been received.

12

Pledges have been received.

10

Have begun/ﬁnished paying pledges.

Dona ons/grants/pledges received: $86,876.00
Pledges remaining:

$3,340.00

Expense Payments made:

$95,115.46

When all pledges have been paid, $4,899.46 will be
needed to complete this project.

Thank you for your generosity !!!
COMING SOON

A generosity
op-on.
A generosity

option.

"GivePlus Church"

"GivePlus Church"

ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission 2018-2019: Tabby Sanderson
This year, St. Peter is supporting Tabby Sanderson, a missionary in Hungary serving through ELCA’s Young
Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program. One third of our Harvest Offering supports her, as will 50% of all
offerings designated to “Missionary.” Thank you for supporting God’s mission around the world!
Tabby Sanderson and her husband Tony are a recently married couple spending their first
year of marriage serving in Nyíregyháza, Hungary. They will serve alongside students of the
Lutheran Roma College Program, assist with a religion education class at a bilingual Lutheran
elementary school and high school, plan and lead activities for youth living in a transitional
family home, serve food at the daily center that cares for people who are homeless or who have
addictions, assist with worship and arts and crafts activities for a home for women living with
disabilities, assist in the weekly confirmation class, and sing in the church choir.
Tabby’s Faith Journey
I was a teenager when I discovered I was a piece of a larger puzzle, a part of something bigger than myself.
His name was Leo. He grew up and lived in Honduras in a one room cement house with his wife and daughter. I
had traveled to Honduras with a group from my church thinking I would do some good things and change some
Honduran’s lives forever. What I did was little. What I learned was more. Leo and I were building a bench for a
table that would be given to a family in need.
As a five foot, one-hundred-pound teenager, construction work and carpentry were not my strong suits, but Leo
handed me the hammer anyway. I eyed the nail Leo was holding and raised the hammer high. WHACK. My
target was missed. I had brought the hammer down hard on Leo’s thumb. He gave a cry and cradled his hand for
a moment while I profusely apologized, red in the face from embarrassment. Feeling guilty, I offered the
hammer back to Leo. But Leo did not reach for the hammer. Instead, he looked me straight in the eye and said
to me “Tabby, I trust you.” He reached for another nail. And there he was. God. Jesus in the flesh. Laying his
hand in front of a swinging hammer for me.
It was on this trip that I realized we, as God’s people, need to be with each other, supporting each other, in
relationship with each other because that is where we can find Him. I hope and pray in this journey that I can
find Him, experience Him, learn from Him. But more importantly I hope and pray that others can find Him in
me. This is not my mission. This is not mine and Tony’s mission. This is our mission as a people: To find Him
amongst each other, to show Him to one another, to walk with him with each other. It will not be easy. It will
not be comfortable. But it will be worth it. It will be worth it to share Him with each other. Even if it means
getting whacked with a hammer.
About Young Adults in Global Mission
The ELCA’s YAGM program provides young adults, ages 21-29, the
opportunity to grow in their faith and work in partnership with our global
companions serving in churches, schools and social service ministries.
Currently the program is in Argentina/Uruguay, Australia, Cambodia,
Central Europe, Jerusalem/West Bank, Madagascar, Mexico, Rwanda,
Senegal, Southern Africa and the United Kingdom.
The total cost for one young adult in the program is $15,000. Each young
adult is tasked with raising a minimum of $5,000 to help support their
year of service. The ELCA commits to raising the additional $10,000 per
volunteer through donors and generous congregations like St. Peter.

SCHEDULE FOR ADVENT WEDNESDAYS
(Dec. 5th, 12th, and 19th)
5:30 - Soup supper
(Luther League serves on Dec. 5th only)
6:15 - Casual worship service
Following worship, we will have
conﬁrma/on class un/l 7:30 pm

Luther League Gathering
Schedule for December
Dec. 2nd - Soup Supper Prep
Dec. 9th - Delivering Shut-in
Goody Baskets
Dec. 16th - Christmas Fun!

No conﬁrma*on on Dec. 26th or Jan. 2nd

12/1 - Chris/n Flucke
12/7 - Lauren Hawker
12/23 - Calvin Hanson
12/27 - Alex Mathers

There will be no
Jr. High or Luther
League meetings on
Dec. 23rd or Dec. 30th

Can Sorting Schedule
Dec. 9th - Team Keith
Teryn, Rainy, Nathan, Sean, Madison, Bryce

Dec. 19th - Team Christin
Kedric, Brooke, Maddy, Haley, Aidan, Derek

Dec. 30th - Team Carrie
Chase, Sydney, Madie, Haily, David, Calvin

Jr. High will be hos/ng a supper
on Saturday, December 8th at
7:00 pm following the Sunday
School Christmas Program

Wishing you and your family
a very Merry Christmas
and we’ll see you in 2019!
- Christin, Carrie, Keith,
Sarah, and Holly

DECEMBER 2018 - St. Peter Lutheran Church
Rehearing the Good News of Bethlehem Again

Sunday

Wednesday

Monday Tuesday

8:30 am Advent 1 Worship
with Communion

9:45 am Fellowship, Sunday School Christmas
Program Practice, Luther League
11:00 am Praise Worship with Communion

8:30 am Advent 2 Worship

3

4

5

11

12

7:00 pm
Worship
Committee
meeting

10

Senior
Health
Clinic

9:45 am Fellowship, Luther League
11:00 am Praise Worship with Communion

17 3:00 pm
16

23

8:30 am Advent 4 Worship

No Sunday School or Luther League
9:45 am Fellowship
11:00 am Praise Worship with Communion

30

Prayer
Shawl
Ministry

8:30 am Advent 3 Worship
with Communion

9:45 am Fellowship, Sunday School, Luther
League
11:00 am Praise Worship with Communion

9:30 am Joint Worship

10:30 am Fellowship
No Sunday School or Luther League

9:00 am Have
your Poinsettias
to the church

Rose Adelmund,
Mary Brinkman

2:00 pm - Christmas Cantata
9

Friday

Altar Guild:

Ushers and Lectors See “Worship Servants” page for schedule.

2

Thursday

24

Office
Closed

18

7:00 am Men’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Supper
6:15 pm Advent Worship
6:45 pm 7th & 8th Confirmation
7:30 pm Church Council meeting

7:00 am Men’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Supper
6:15 pm Advent Worship
6:45 pm 7th & 8th Confirmation

19 7:00 am Men’s Bible Study

6

13

11:30 am Faith,
Vision & Glory
Circle Holiday
potluck

20

1

6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

7

8

14
Newsletter
Items Due

15

21

22

6:00 pm Worship in
the Sanctuary
& Sunday School
Christmas program
7:00 pm Supper
6:00 pm Worship
with Communion

6:00 pm Worship

5:30 pm Supper
6:15 pm Advent Worship
6:45 pm 7th & 8th Confirmation

6:00 pm Christmas
25 Office
Eve
Closed 26
Candlelight
Office Closed
Worship
9:00 am
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study
with
Christmas
Communion Day Worship
with
31 Office
Communion
Closed

Saturday

27

28

29
6:00 pm Worship

