“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 NRSVUE

Greetings, friends in Christ, as we enter the season of Advent, the season of anticipation. I invite you all into an
active waiting. A season of preparing, not just for a holiday dinner, or presents under the tree, or Christmas
cards that you want to send out, but a preparing that allows you to create some space in your lives to welcome
the Christ child that is coming. Jesus is the reason for this season and Christmas is our special celebration of
God being with us. God not only sends Jesus to be with us, but also to live within us and shape our lives. Just as
our scripture from John says, “the word became flesh”, we too can be vessels of Christ’s presence in this world.
For some Christmas is not merry, it is lonely and overwhelming. We all know someone who needs to see the
glory of God this holiday season. So, as we bid farewell to 2025 and usher in the year ahead, let’s take some
intentional time to invite Christ into our homes, knowing that His presence is not only for us but is a gift for the
whole world to share! God loves you all ... BIG TIME! May your holiday be filled with the presents/presence
only God can give.

In the spirit of Advent, and Christ being embodied and shared in our world, please join me in a prayer that |
learned from my preaching professor at Wartburg Seminary.

Start by taking a couple of deep breaths while thinking these words. Breathe in the breath of life, exhale God’s
presence in your space.

(Then touch the different body parts while saying the corresponding phrase.)
Hands on head: God be in my head and in my understanding

Hands on eyes: God be in my eyes and in my seeing.

Hands on ears: God be in my ears and in my hearing.

Hands on mouth: God be in my mouth and in my speaking.

Hands on heart: God be in my heart and in my pondering.

Hands on stomach: God be in my gut and in my feelings.

Raise both hands to the sky: God be in my body and in my being!

Prayer hands: Amen!

For those of you still reading along, please finish the last 12 chapters of Job. We will end our Wisdom Literature
journey in Ecclesiastes which brings us up to Christmas Eve! Feel free to take a Christmas break and we pick up
somewhere new in January. ©

Merry Christmas, St. Peter!

Pastor ChyAnne



St. Peter Lutheran Church Council Meeting
Wednesday, November 12, 2025

Present: Dawn Van Etten, Dixie Hughes, Phil Wahlgren, Christine Shultz, Erin Mulder, John Backer,
Carrie Eiklenborg, Dana Frerichs, Nancy Reser, Les Steere, Keith Christensen, Lyndsie Pitzenberger,
Pastor ChyAnne.

1. Secretary's Minutes— Dana moved; Lyndsie seconded — motion passed to approve the secretary
minutes.

2. Additions to the Agenda: see Iltems H-K

3. Church Vision- Dennis Griffin shared a favorite song of his — Army of Love by True Song

4. Action ltems:

A. 2026 Budget input, requests, and dates —

o Budget edits/additions are due by December 1 from each committee to the
stewardship and finance committee (Laurie Shultz, chair, or send to Keith C.)

o Nominating committee is Cheryl Arjes and Phil Wahlgren- Lyndsie, Erin, Les, and
Christine are going off council.

o Annual Meeting will be February 15t following one service at 10:00. o Year End
Reports are due to the office by January 7th,

B. Rental of tables is not allowed, Hall Rental Policy needs to be updated

C. Chain of Command for complaints — Go to appropriate committee. If not resolved,
Council has the final say.

D. Church Membership Roster Annual Review — To be considered an active member you must
receive communion and give an offering in 2025.

E. Solar Panels App — John, Phil, Pastor, Carrie, and Dawn will have access to the app.

F. Christmas Day Service — John moved; Carrie seconded - motion passed to not have
a service on Christmas Day.

G. Donation of portable sound system from Dennis Griffin — The Council is very grateful for
his generous donation! We will get paperwork for tax purposes.

H. Constitution Review — Keith, Dawn, and Pastor ChyAnne will be on the committee to
review suggested changes.

l. Erin moved; Phil seconded, motion carried to accept five new members to St. Peter. We
would like to welcome Sierra Vance-Feldman, Trevor Siemons, Ashley Siemons, Boone
Siemons, and Brooks Siemons.

J. Erin moved; Keith seconded, motion carried to pay for Pastor ChyAnne’s cell phone
service starting with the July bill.



K. Harvest Offering and Advent Offering distribution —Keith moved; Carrie seconded,
motion carried to approve distribution of Harvest and Advent Offering (50% Greene Food Bank
and 50% Butler County Visions of Wellbeing Christmas Cheer project).

5. Pastor’s Report —

o Taking vacation Dec. 25 — Jan. 1 coming back Jan. 2nd. o Numerous calls and texts to
members

o Visits: Allison Nursing Home, Mercy One in Mason City

o Attended a Conference meeting, online Portico meeting, a “New to Synod” meeting, a
Creation Care meeting, and an all-day required boundaries training through the Synod at St
Paul.

o Mutual Ministry conversation about boundaries, Ring Camera purchased for the office and
parsonage. o Contacted Pastor Joan to schedule a day to plan Advent services. 11/11 - Met with
Pastor Joan and ironed out some Advent details.

6. Treasurer’s Report — Keith moved; Christine seconded — motion passed to approve the
Treasurer’s Report from September and October with the following changes. The parsonage
project will be paid from the Restoration account, and the solar project will be paid from the
Schuknecht estate amount allocation for a "projects fund."

7. Committee Reports
*Building & Grounds —

o October 3 was a worknight. Changed light bulbs in the sanctuary. Removed 2 full
length pews, replaced with 2 partial pews to allow room for wheelchairs.

o Organ got its yearly tuning.

o Gutter project completed on the sanctuary.

o Parsonage siding and shingles getting a good start. o Furnace filters were replaced
and boiler turned on.

o Roland, Keith H, Phil and Dixie moved appliances and tore off most of the baseboard so
Rick could start work on 10/30, bathrooms will be started when time allows.

o Mike from DB Acoustics came and presented his recommendation for speakers.

*Education & Youth —

o Christmas Program — will be Dec 14 during the service at 10:00 o Youth will be
decorating the church on Nov. 23rd

*Stewardship & Finance — o Keith was unable to attend but sent notes & updated information
to members in advance from committee’s meeting held Oct. 19 to review the narrative
budget categories and expense allocation percentages proposed for each descriptive
category. He will be doing “temple talk” to share the concept with congregation at both
services on Nov. 9. Committee is hosting fellowship hour that morning, too.

o Laurie shared a previous time and talent survey with committee — they discussed edits
and additions to this survey that will be included in December newsletter plus bulletin on
Nov. 23 when Laurie is doing a “temple talk” at both services. Encouraging continued
member participation for time and talent, in addition to treasure/financial support. o
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Remainder of meeting spent reviewing anticipated adjustments for the 2026 ministry plan
(budget) — in addition to utilities, insurance, and 3% salary/benefit adjustments, we will seek
other committee inputs/edits, too. o Plan to review the proposed budget at next meeting
(planned for December 2) prior to next Council meeting (Dec. 3, unless moved again?).
2026 ministry plan needs Council endorsement to be able to go to print and be ready for
congregation’s review and then approval at annual meeting (end of January?)

Worship & Evangelism —

o Advent Services will be held in the Fellowship Hall with WELCA providing bars and
coffee following the service. Pastor will collaborate with Pastor Joan to plan services.
o Christmas Eve Service will be at 5:30 o Chose Hymns for November and Advent
Services o Next meeting is December 2" at 6:00

*Personnel — No report
*Mutual Ministry — Met with Pastor

*WELCA — Providing bars after Advent services. WELCA would like to collect food for the Greene
food bank for the holidays.

Erin moved; Nancy seconded — motion passed to approve the Committee Reports. 8.

Adjournment: Closed with the Lord’s Prayer



St Peter Lutheran Church

Monthly Fund and Bank Account Balance Report

10/1/2025 10/31/2025
Beginning Ending
Balance Disbursements Balance
Current Fund Balance 582, 63838 Receipts -559,591 58 533,741.95
Employee Withholding & Payroll Taxes $10,664.27 §1,746.60
Current Fund Amount in MMDA -51,715.72 50.00
$33,741.95
Other Fund Balances
Balcony Improvement 52,000.00 50.00 $2,000.00
Benevolence and Mission S0.00 50,00 -51,009.50 -$1,009.50
Building and Repair $3,232.17 $1,009.50 $0.00 $4,241.67
5G Windows $0.00 $218.00 $0.00 $218.00
Fellowship $3,126.94 $0.00 415 89 $3,111.05
Thrivent Choice $6,452.00 $56.00 50.00 $6,508.00
Restoration $70,774.46 $50.00 -$29,403.00 $41,421.46
Missionary Support $0.00 5400.00 -$235.00 5165.00
Technalogy £4,757.35 $235.00 $0.00 £4,892.35
AED $450.00 50.00 50.00 $450.00
590,792.92 50.00 -$30,663.39 $52,098.03
Bank Balance 51,968.50 Transfered to MMDA
Checking $126,717.50 Transfer from MM 50.00 549,094.94
$0.00 Transfer to Ckg
Money Market 112 546,713.80| Trans from Ckg + Int 50.00 546,745.04
$173,431.30 $31.24 TOTAL BANK $05,839.98
Goyer 442 Scholarship 52,584 56 51.32 $0.00 5258588
McGosh 920 - Gift of Love $1,273.69 50.00 $0.00 $1,273.69
Companion Savings 5228 788 86 S0.00 50.00 5228, 788 B6
¥TD Revenue | 164,275.38* | ¥TD Expenses | $195,833.13 |* includes a ane time donation of $25,000
The Church Council approved that all gifts -
received for the special Thanksgiving offering and l\ .
Advent services will be distributed 50% each to ——
the Greene Food Bank and the Butler County - S é
Visions of Wellbeing Christmas Cheer W)«K‘ »
project. Thank you in advance for your support of WELCA TO SPONSOR FOOD
our local area and those in need.
P DRIVE FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
St. Peter WELCA women are planning to
sponsor a food drive of non-perishable items
that can be dropped off at the church for those

Giving QR Code

N Ty
w o
@

in need these upcoming holiday weeks. No
outdated items can be used. They will
distribute as needed and also supply for the
food bank. Anyone that can help toward this
ministry to our community, your donation is
greatly appreciated. Donations can be left on
the table in the fellowship hall and will be
collected through Christmas. Thank you for
your help.




Youth Activities

3 year olds - 2™ Graders
2™ & 4™ Sundays of the month
10:15-11 am

Christmas Program practice will be held on
Wednesday, December 3" at 6 pm

The Christmas Program will be on Sunday,
December 14" at the 10 am service.

Confirmation

7™ & 8™ Graders

December 3™ - Attend worship at 7 pm

Class dates: December 10" & 17th
(Christmas Party on the 17th - bring a
white elephant gift)

December 24" - Christmas Eve Service,
95:30 pm

o :"‘ : H 1
Please note that there will be no community meals during Advent.
WELCA will instead serve refreshments after the services.

ﬂ .I__.l
R, :
S -

Youth Group

3™ - 6"

1# & 3™ Wednesdays of the month
6:00-6:45 pm
December classes will be held

onthe 3™ & 17"

The Christmas Program will be on Sunday,
December 14" at the 10 am service.

Luther League

High Schoolers

December 3" - Meeting at 6:00

December 7" - Fostering Families Together
event in Shell Rock, 5-7 (leave Greene at 4)

December 24" - Christmas Eve Service,
530 pm




Time and Talent

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others as faithful stewards of God's grace in its

various forms. 1 Peter 4:10

Please fill out this sheet and return to the church office, place in the offering plate, or you can take a picture of

completed sheet and email to the church.

Name:

Phone Number:

Email:

Worship
o Usher (Please circle preferred service)

Sunday 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.
o Lector

Sunday 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.
o Communion Server

Sunday 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.

Behind the scenes
o Altar Guild

o Bread baking for communion
o Sound technicians

o Provide a ride to worship

o Homebound communion
Music

o Play piano for worship

o Play piano for music group

o Provide either vocal or instrumental special
music

Christian Education and Youth

o Trailer Drivers for Luther League Cans

o Adult Helpers for Confirmation

o Chaperone Confirmation

o Donate a snack for: (Circle preferred group)
Sunday School

Youth Group

Confirmation

Luther League Assistant

Luther League Mission Trip Chaperones
Sunday School Christmas Program Volunteer
Organize helpers for VBS

VBS volunteer/chaperone

O O O O O

Serving
o Collating and mailing prep for bulletins,

newsletters, and special mailings

Prepare & serve food

o Fellowship

o Community meals
o Funerals

o Special occasions

Social Ministry

Prayer shawl ministry (knit or crochet)
Quilting

Operation Christmas Child (shoebox)
Parish Nurse (blood pressure checks)
Social networking

Prayer chain ministry

O O O O O O

Building and Grounds

o Help during congregational work days

Light maintenance (changing lightbulbs, etc.)
Window washing

Taking care of plants

Substitute custodian (during custodian leave)

o O O O

Committees (interest in or already serving)
Council

Stewardship

Building & Grounds

Christian Education

Worship & Evangelism

Mutual Ministry

O O O O O O



Committee News

Stewardship & Finance:

Keith will introduce the approach of a narrative budget to the congregation at the November 9 services.
Plans are to include this easy to understand format as part of the 2026 annual ministry plan. This does
not replace the current “numbers” budget which will continue to be available.

Committee reviewed and updated a time and talent survey used a few years ago. This updated survey
will be included in the December newsletter and in the bulletins for the November 23 and 30 services.
Committee worked on developing the 2026 Ministry Plan (budget). Our plan is to finalize at our next
meeting on December 2 at 7:00.

Buildings & Grounds:

Schumacher Elevator fixed the lift on Monday November 3.

Women's bathroom is complete and new toilet installed. Men's is on hold, more tile has been ordered.
Kitchen looks amazing, Rick and his helper do excellent work.

Parsonage almost completely done, waiting for the gutters to be installed and the electrician to connect
the outdoor soffit lights. It looks beautiful thanks to Brandon and Zane!

Have received one out three quotes for our Mini splits and new boilers for the sanctuary. It is posted on
the bulletin board in the fellowship hall.

Worship & Evangelism:

Advent Services will be held in the Fellowship Hall with WELCA providing bars and coffee following
the service. Pastor will collaborate with Pastor Joan to plan services.

Christmas Eve Service will be at 5:30

Chose Hymns for November and Advent Services

Next meeting is December 2" at 6:00

Mutual Ministry:

Following up on a "personal boundaries" training at the Northeastern lowa Synod ELCA office with other
pastors, and with the spirit of providing safe work environments for pastors, staff, and guests during individual
meetings, the Synod leadership has recommended additional personnel be present in the building when pastors
have one-on-one meetings with individuals of a different gender. Due to our small staff, this is not always
feasible, so the St. Peter Lutheran Church Council and Mutual Ministry Committee agreed and have approved
the purchase of two portable Ring cameras that will be in use for this purpose and placed, when needed, in both
the church and parsonage locations. Please see a Council member or the pastor if you have questions.

Memorials Given
8100 Memorial from WELCA in memory of All Saints who passed away in the last year.




BT December Birthdays

1- Crystal Ott, Rowan Ulrich 19- Dylan Christensen, Kay Joebgen, Darren
2- Brexley Brandhorst, Dana Frerichs Rogers, Clayton Towsley
3- Kaye Blong, Casey Keifer 20- Maddison Brummond, Dave lverson,
4- Gabrielle Chambers Reagan Tidemanson
5- David Brinkman, Anthony Miller, Bonnie 21- Taelyn Landers
Sneed 22- James Arjes, Ashley Christensen, Betsy
6- Jennifer Averhoff, Donna Spratt, Abram Christensen, Jean Ann Wedeking
Ulrich, Eli Ulrich, Indie Ulrich 23- Calvin Hanson, Nathaniel Martzahn, Merlin
7- Rose Adelmund, Ryan Behnke, Lauren Schuknecht
Hawker, Joyce Wiele 24- Josephine Allen, Cindy Brinkman, Peggy
8- Connor Hobson, Trace Landers, Meredith Griffin
Shultz, Kirsten Zimmerman 25- Kelly Hoodjer, Marnie Schmidt
9- Joshua Rogers 26- Caleb Collins, Suzanne Miller, Brenda
10- Brent Ebling Rickart, Jett Stroberg
11- Duane Majewski, Chet Shultz 27- Kylie Dwyer, Alexandra Mathers
13- Finn Pitzenberger, Kevin Schafer, Isabelle 28- Case Frerichs, Julie Watkins
Schroeder, Benjamin Trepp 29 - John Ebensberger, Hayden Freesemann,
15- Dawn Van Etten Ross Hawker, Isabella Stroberg
16- Norma Noel, Les Steere 30- Matt Cousins, Mariah Jensen, John Osier,
18- Faron Jensen, Grace Pittenger Louise Squires, Marilyn Wahlgren
WELCA “Giving Tree”

The WELCA Giving Tree will be up in the fellowship hall starting Sunday
November 30™. The ornaments on the tree will on be for money donations. The beauty of
the Giving Tree is that we do not know who the recipients are— only that there is a need
and because of Jesus’ love for us, we can fill it.

Check out the Tree at the Advent and Sunday worship services. Please put the
ornament and money in a provided envelope and slide under the secretary’s (Kirsten’s)
office door by Sunday December 14", The rest will be taken care of by WELCA. Please
make any checks payable to WELCA. Thanks again for your generosity and ministry to
others.

Thank you to everyone who donated boxes for Operation

Christmas Child. There were a total of 32 boxes donated by St. December Food Bank Suggestion Is:
Peter members. Thank you for your generous response in Cold Cereal. Oatmeal. Mustard
brightening the lives of little children this Christmas. Ketchup. ’ ’ ’




Ghildren’s
Christmas
Program

aly

PREPARE THE WAY

Advent Worship Services will be in

the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m. on:
December 3™
December 10"

The St. Peter Youth would like to invite December 17

you to their Christmas Program on

Sunday, December 14 at 10:00 a.m. There WELCA will be providing fellowship
will be one worship service that day with following worship each week.

fellowship to follow.

December 2025 Worship Servants
So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.
- Galatians 6:10

If you are assigned to a date and time when you cannot serve, please find someone to trade places
with you. Once you’ve traded dates, please notify the Church Office so the bulletin can be accurate.
Your help and partnership here really makes a difference!

December 7, 2025
9:00 December 24, 2025- Christmas Eve
Ushers: Mike & Julie Brinkman 5:30 p.m.
Lector: Matt Pittenger Ushers: Confirmation/Luther League
Communion: Nolan Reser Lector: Confirmation/Luther League
11:00 Communion. Confirmation/Luther League
Lector: Dixie Hughes December 28, 2025
Communion: Dixie Hughes 9:00
Ushers: Laurie Shultz & Kelly Hoodjer
December 14, 2025- Christmas Program Lector: Laurie Shultz
10:00 only 11:00
Ushers: Jermy & Toya Knapp Lector: Betty Heitland
Lector: Teresa Feldman
December 21, 2025
9:00

Ushers: Phil & Marilyn Wahlgren

Lector: Marilyn Wahlgren

Communion: Phil Wahlgren
11:00

Lector: Jeff Dralle

Communion: Jeff Dralle
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Butler County Households
STILL Need Your Help This Christmas!

331 APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED
814 PEOPLE WILL BE SERVED
$36.630.00 TOTAL PROJECT COST
$13.950 DONATIONS RECEIVED AS OF 11/12/25

Butler County Visions of Wellbeing, with support from the community, has been busy accepting applications
and donations for Christmas Cheer. Each of the past several years, we have served 200+ Butler County
Households that are identified by community partners, social service agencies, food banks, schools and
churches, as needing assistance.

BCVOW continues to accept donations which will be used to purchase gift cards for these households. We are
hopeful that this will help these families to be able to better meet their basic needs and possibly free up some of
their budget for special holiday purchases.

IN ORDER TO HELP THESE 331 FAMILIES,
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!

Christmas Cheer is an opportunity for your family, organization, class, church, or business to provide support
for Butler County Households in need, by donating to Butler County Visions of Wellbeing for Christmas Cheer.

100% of donations go directly to Butler County Households in Need!
Donations of any amount are appreciated!

Mail Donation Checks to:
Butler County Visions of Wellbeing (BCVOW)
Attn: Christmas Cheer
P.O. Box 744
Allison, 1A 50602

For more information, please call Terri at 319-501-5210

4 )

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance program (LIHEAP) is a federally-funded program designed to assist
qualifying low-income lowa households in the payment of a portion of their residential heating costs for the
winter heating season. It is meant to be SUPPLEMENTAL assistance only. Its website

is https://hhs/iowa.gov/programs/programs-and-services/liheap. TO APPLY from Butler or Floyd County
contact North lowa Community Action in Mason City, P.O. Box 1627, 218 5th St SW, Mason City, IA 50401,
(641) 423-8993; or https://iowacommunityaction.org/agencies/north-iowa-community-action-organization/.
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Annual Meeting:
11:00 am Sunday,
February 1, 2026

By constitutional rule, the congregation must be
informed of the Annual Meeting in sufficient time
for individuals or groups to apply to be on the
agenda.

The agenda is set a minimum of ten [10] days
before the Annual Meeting.

Anything can be brought up to be discussed, but
unless it is on the agenda as approved by the
Council, it can not be voted upon. A special
meeting would then have to be called to act upon
that issue.

Annual Reports Due
January 7, 2026!

If you are the head of a committee or organization
in the church, we need your annual report by
January 2™, The Annual Reports need to be typed,
published and ready for distribution the weekend of
January 25%, 2026.

They can be e-mailed directly to the church
at stpeter@myomnitel.com

Winter and snow season are upon us. Weather looks
different for everyone, parishioners are encouraged to
think primarily about their own safety when considering
traveling to a service. Worship will be canceled if the
roads in town are unsafe to drive, travel is not advised, or
there is a weather warning. Also, if school is canceled
during the day then all youth & confirmation activities
will be canceled as well. Any weather notices will be
posted on the church Facebook page and website, local
TV and radio stations.

First and last rule: “Use the good sense God gave you
and be safe!”


mailto:stpeter@omnitelcom.com

Remember in Prayers...

¢ Shut-ins and those in Care Centers-
Rose Adelmund, Marty & Juliene Bramer, Lois Eliasen, Marilyn Steere, Martha Deines, Judy Lau,
Norma Noel, Caroline Schafer, Monty Heitland, Marlene Marsh

¢ Missionaries-
Mary Beth and Bayo Oyebade, Tobi, David, and Lily in Nigeria and Pastor Zach Courter and Rachel
Eskesen in Hungary

¢ In the Military-
Hannah Fox, Kaylie Fox, Shane Schroeder, Seth Poe, David White, Matthew Ulrichs, Tony
Albrecht, Matt Heeren, Paxton Hinders, Cody Codner, Alan Peters, Christine Doudell, Brad
Wilken, lan Bain, John K. Backer, Colby Beek

e Luther League
The Luther League youth are collecting five cent redeemable bottles and cans, which can be put
in the bins at the recycling center. Please separate aluminum cans, plastic bottles, and glass and
place in the designated bins. If the bins are full, please come back another time rather than piling
items on the ground. Thank you for supporting the youth of St. Peter

¢ Prayer Shawls
If you know of a person who would appreciate a prayer shawl, please contact the church office,
641.816.5531

e Missionaries
Remember to support our missionaries, Marth Beth and Bayo Oyebade and their family in
Nigeria, and Pastors Rachel Eskesen and Zach Couter in Hungary. You can designate your gift for
our missionary, or missionaries you wish to support.

¢ Flowers
You can honor loved ones and special occasions by placing flowers on the alter for worship.
Flowers can be ordered from your preferred vendor. Please request them to be delivered to the
church by Saturday afternoon of the weekend for which you have signed up. The flower sign-up
sheet is outside of the church office.

¢ Use of Building
St. Peter is please to share our beautiful church building with members, friends of the
congregation, and the community. The church is open from 7:00am until 7:00pm for prayer,
devotions, and activities. Please remember to close what you open, turn off what you turn on,
pick up as you leave the building. There is a checklist on the refrigerator door in the kitchen. To be
human is to err. If you arrive and find something another person forgot, just quietly turn it off,
close it up, pick it up, or flush. Thank you for your consideration.
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LUTHERAN SERVICES IN 10WA Church Update November 2025
LSI proudly serves lowans in all 99 counties through our services of Mental Health, Early Childhood, Foster Care &
Adoption, Global Greens, People with Disabilities, and Immigrant & Refugee Community Services. We serve individuals
of all ages, from families with newborns navigating the early stages of parenthood, to Refugee and Immigrant elders, as
well as children at every stage of development. Our heart beats for the people we serve. We empower families and
communities by recognizing and honoring the strengths and gifis of every individual.

Your SUPPORT makes this Testimony possible...
November is National Adoption Month: A Success Story

“I started in foster care at just 17 days old. Life was full of challenges and obstacles, but I was determined to rise above
them. At age 5, [ was adopted by a family in a small town. At first, it felt like I was living in a real-life Cinderella story—
with strict rules and little freedom. By age 10, I was sent away because I was considered ‘too much.” The trauma I
experienced left little room for healing.

I was placed in a treatment facility in Missouri, where I stayed for two and a half years. It was there that I began to
discover my true potential. I explored new interests, found joy in learning, and started to excel in school. From facility to
facility, my journey continued until I was 14. Just before high school, I was placed in a foster home with people I barely
knew. It was a bumpy start, and I was hesitant to trust or enjoy life.

School became my constant, my anchor. I joined the cheer squad, theatre, and choir, slowly finding confidence in myself.
At 15, I began searching for a permanent home. After many interviews, weekend visits, and calls, I met a family willing to
take a chance on me in April 2020. Despite the challenges of that year, I felt an immediate connection. By May, I moved
in permanently and finally felt truly welcome.

My new family supported my dream of becoming a teacher. With my new family's encouragement, I pursued my passion
and am now student teaching at a local elementary school—four years later.

What made the biggest difference was love, support, and encouragement. Hearing “I’m proud of you” and feeling
believed in even when I wanted to give up, helped me persevere.

My advice to foster families and youth: don’t give up. Keep fighting for what you believe in, let your voice be heard, and
most importantly—be yourself. Mom and Dad, if you read this, thank you for giving me the chance to be me. You’ve
given me the opportunity of a lifetime, and I couldn’t have done this without you.

LSI’s dedicated Adoption & Foster Care staff featured to the left!

With 347+ years of combined experience and a 97% staff retention
rate last year, this incredible team is committed to serving lowa’s
children and resource families.

Every day, they ensure that kids feel safe, supported, and connected
to caring adults—making a real difference in the lives of the
children and families we serve. Let’s honor the past, celebrate
today, and look toward a future full of hope and opportunity.

Thinking About Foster Care or Adoption? There is currently a huge shortage of foster and adoptive parents in lowa, and
your support could make a life-changing difference for a child.

For more information, please contact Andrea Maschka, LSI’s Chief Development Officer, at
Andrea.Maschka@LSlowa.org
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December

1 2 3 4 5 6
5:15pm- Yoga | *6:00 p.m. L.L | 5:15pm- Yoga Fellowship
Cans Team 1 hall booked
*6:00 p.m.
Christmas
Program
Practice
*6:30 p.m.
Luther league
*7:00 p.m.
Advent
*7:30 p.m.
Church Council
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:00 Worship 5:15pm- Yoga | 6:30 p.m. 5:15pm- Yoga
10:00 Confirmation
Fellowship 7:00 p.m.
11:00 Worship Advent
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
10:00 a.m. 5:15pm- Yoga | *6:00 p.m. 5:15pm- Yoga
Worship/Sunday Youth Group
School Program *6:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m. Confirmation
Fellowship *7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.- Advent
Church Council
21 22 23 24 25 Christmas | 26 27
9:00 Worship 5:15pm- Yoga | Christmas Eve
10:00 Candlelight
Fellowship service- 5:30
10:30 L.L. Cans p-m.
team 2
11:00 Worship
3:800 Worship 29 ‘;’01 Spm- Yoga 3 Altar Guild: Mary Brinkman, Rashelle

10:00
Fellowship
11:00 Worship

Lewis

Church Council: Erin Mulder
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Mission Statement
St. Peter Lutheran Church
WELCOMES people into a relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church,
EQUIPS people with a faith that works in daily life, and
SERVES in the world to make a difference in Jesus’ Name.
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