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Today our congregation gathers in prayer and 
hope to begin another year of ministry. We bring 
with us the memory of a year like no other, even 
as we move into a future that we cannot yet 
imagine. Yet even now, as in every age, God is our 
refuge and strength. In times of plenty and want, 
in times of con!ict and peace, in times of growing 
and pruning, we remember:
God has called us for such a time as this.

We remember the past year with lament and 
gratitude. We have lost so much, and so much 
still feels uncertain. We have also witnessed 
God’s hand at work in new and unexpected ways. 
We delight at hidden seeds bearing surprising 
and wonderful fruit. When our own resources 
fail, when we cannot predict the future, when we 
must rely on God alone, we remember:
God has called us for such a time as this.

We celebrate this moment and the many ways 
God has held us together as a community. We 
give thanks for the gift of our church building 
and the welcome it provides, even as we bless 
God for the marvel of technology and the new 
bonds of connection it makes possible. When our 
bodies need sanctuary, when our minds need 
expanding, when your grace must transcend our 
limitations, we remember:
God has called us for such a time as this.

We look ahead to the road we will travel together 
this year. We anticipate and receive with joy the 
new gifts God’s love has planned. We pray for 
the grace to let go of what has served its holy 
purpose. When we are trailblazers or followers, 
when we are seekers or visionaries, when we must 
walk by faith and not by sight, we remember:
God has called us for such a time as this.

And so we pray: Grace our meeting, O God, with 
the gift of your Holy Spirit: the Spirit who has 
guided the church from the beginning, the Spirit 
of our risen Lord Jesus, the Spirit who sends us as 
healers and restorers of your beloved world. You 
are the source of our life together. You are the 
rock and cornerstone.
You have called us for such a time as this.

!""#!$%&'"()*(!+,'"!$%-**+,"(%
'.*","(%$,+#)(/

All Creation Sings #1063
Text: Georgia Harkness, alt.; © 1955, ren. 1983 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope 
Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission. Reprinted under license #RP090721-1.

Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, in the public domain.
For further use of this hymn, including podcasting/streaming, please request permission 
from the copyright holder or report usage under a valid license.

O God, 
you have called your servants 
to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, 
through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, 
not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. (ELW, p. 317)



Dear friends in Christ,

The last year has been one of adapting and 
learning. In many places we have seen vibrant and 
vital ministry spring forth from changes made due 
to the pandemic. Digital worship opportunities 
have introduced to our congregations people who 
may never have walked into one of our buildings. 
Many congregations have found new ways to invite 
people to share their generosity through online 
giving. And many ministries have found just how 
vital they are as they continue to serve alongside 
people in their communities. 

The "rst chapter of James, verse 17, reminds us that 
“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect 
gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change.” Yes, this has been a season of 
change, but Scripture also reminds us that we serve 
a generous, steadfast God. 

While we stay rooted in God’s enduring, 
unchanging promise, God also gives us the gifts of 
creativity and learning. Across all three expressions 
of the church we have used those gifts to serve 
God, love our neighbor and share the good news 
of Jesus Christ. In this time of change, we have 
opened our arms wider to meet people where they 
are, living into the reality that we are not de"ned or 
con"ned by the four walls of our buildings.

Through all this, I am so grateful for your generous 
sharing of creativity, time, talents and resources.  All 
good gifts do come from God, and we are called to 
share and use those gifts. We have and will continue 
to answer that call. There is still much change and 
learning to come, but God’s steadfast love energizes 
us for the work God is still doing in the world 
through this church.

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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2021 Luther League Summer Trip Report 
Sunday, July 18 – Friday, July 23, 2021 to Kansas City 

 
This summer, seven youth and three adults traveled to Kanas City for an incredible week of service and 
learning. Our trip was organized through the Center for Student Missions (CSM) who facilitated all our 
service projects, provided most of our meals, and housed us at Kansas Christian College. 
 
While in Kansas City, we had the opportunity to partner with four different local service organizations. 
Operation Breakthrough is an early-childhood and after-school care center providing children from 
low-income families with quality education and recreational opportunities. While there, our group 
helped staff prepare for a summer carnival event by painting signs and assembling carnival game 
elements. We also helped make the playground more secure by installing privacy slats in a fence.  
 
We spent two mornings serving 
at Adelante Thrift Store, which 
was started to help migrant and 
refugee families settling in 
Kansas City get started in a new 
place and have an affordable 
place to shop. Our group helped 
sort donations, add new items to 
racks, change signs, and set up 
for their Christmas in July event.  
 
We also served at Project CURE, 
a nationwide organization that 
collects unused medical supplies that hospitals and other facilities have discarded and redistributes 
them to third world countries. We helped them by sorting donations in their warehouse, checking for 
expiration dates and repackaging to help get them ready for distribution. Finally, we spent two fun-
filled evenings at Amethyst Place, which is a housing development program specifically designed for 
mothers in recovery to have a safe place to live with their children. Our group had a blast playing with 
some of the kids who live there so their moms could attend classes, go shopping, or just have a little 
time to themselves! 

Between service projects, we had lots of opportunities to learn about Kansas City. For supper each 
night, we traveled to different local, ethnic restaurants to experience the many cultures of this diverse 
city. On a driving prayer tour, we learned about and lifted up the many racial and social injustice 
challenges facing the city. We also spent a meaningful morning packing bagged lunches to donate to a 
homeless shelter and handed out care packages of food and hygiene products to people on the streets. 
And of course, we even snuck in a few “just for fun” adventures like going for ice cream, exploring the 
City Market and stopping at the Worlds of Fun amusement park before traveling home on Friday. 

This trip was a wonderful experience for all involved, and we are incredibly grateful to this 
congregation for all of your support in helping make this trip possible! Thank you for investing in our 
youth and adult leaders to give them the opportunity to experience God at work in this way! 

- Christin Flucke (Youth and Children’s Ministry Director) and the 2021 Kansas City Mission Trip Team 
































