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St. Peter Lutheran Church Council
2021

2022

John Ebensberger
Carrie Eiklenborg
Erin Mulder
??

2023

Clarene Backer
Esther Backer
David Crow
Chuck Thompson

Andrea Gotto
Kelly Hoodjer
Jan Osier
William Schmidt

2024
Lindsay Landers
Erin Mulder
Dawn Van Etten
??

We are especially grateful to those whose terms are ending: John Ebensberger, Carrie
Eiklenborg, Erin Mulder and Kelly Hoodjer. Thank you for your faithful, dedicated service!

Annual Meeting Agenda
1. Worship is the Opening Devotions
2. Nominating Committee Report
3. Council Elections
4. Proposed Budget
5. Secretary's Report*
6. Pastor's Report*
7. Treasurer's Report*
8. President's Report*
9. Committee Reports*
10. Organizations Reports*
11. Benediction
12. Adjournment
* Will only be referred to during the Annual Meeting if there are questions or
comments from the congregation.
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Parish Report
Membership as of December 31, 2019 - - - - - - - - - - Members received during 2019
By Baptism: children (15 years & younger)
By Baptism: adults (16 years & older)
By affirmation of faith
By transfer from ELCA congregations
By transfer from other Lutheran congregation
From non-Lutheran congregations
Statistical adjustment
Total members received during 2020
Baptized members confirmed during 2020
Total - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Members removed during 2020
By death
By transfer to other ELCA congregations
By transfer to other Lutheran congregations
To non-Lutheran congregations
Statistical Adjustment
Total members removed during 2020
Membership as of December 31, 2020 - - - - - - - - - - -
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637
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2020 Report
264 members communed at least once during the year. (2019 - 342)

56 communion services were held with a total of 1,595 communing. (2019 - 87 services - 4,010)
41 private communions were given during the year to the ill & shut-ins. (2019 - 178)
Average attendance at Saturday night Worship was 21. (2019 - 40)
Average attendance at 8:30 am Sunday Worship was 29. (2019 - 43)
Average attendance at 9:30 am Sunday Worship was 36.
Average attendance at Praise Worship was 39. (2019 - 49)
Average weekly worship attendance in-person & online was 97. (2019 - 114)
Average weekly worship attendance online was 73
Average weekly worship attendance online only was 107
Average weekly worship attendance online with in-person worship was 38.
Average attendance at midweek worship in-person 89. (2019 - 58)
Average attendance at midweek worship online 86.
Christmas Eve attendance online was 203. (2019 in-person 209)
No Christmas Day worship. (2019 - 36)
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Parish Report
Baptisms

First Communions

Confirmations

Micah Christiel Flucke
Ireland Faith Spratt
Rowan Blair Ulrich
Kiera Elizabeth LaVon Steere
Boe Kent Frerichs
Henry Ryan Bain
Seger Ferlin Allan
Tesslynn Marie Brandhorst

Ezra Almelien
Jack Bartels
Augusta Dralle
Dakota Martzahn
Bennett Yerkes

Tanner John Arjes
Jack Aaron Hanson
Kirsten Genevieve Hawker
Reagan Anna Mulder
Emma Sue Wedeking

Deaths

Marriages

LaVern Landers
Marjorie Butzlaff
Carolyn Martin
Terry Landers
Berniece Krull
Clarence Brinkman
Robert Schroeder
Merle Krueger
Mildred Senne
Mary Kock
Charmayne Sneed

Noah Brandhorst
Kaitlynn Lane

New Members
Tracy Steere
Pastor Kent & Heidi Mechler
Keith Christensen & Dawn Deines-Christensen
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Pastor Daniel’s Report: 2020 Vision
We live by faith and not by sight.
- 2 Corinthians 5:7 (CEB)
Last year, I framed my annual report around the idea of 20/20 vision. Walking through our
congregation’s mission statement, I asked the congregation to seek to discern God’s vision for
our congregation, and to consider where God might be leading us in the year 2020.
Although I’m keeping the same title for this year’s annual report, it has a substantially different
meaning. You know as well as I do how much different the year 2020 turned out compared to
our expectations! Our congregation has gone through difficult years before (the controversy over
worshiping in the German language during the First World War comes to mind), but I don’t
think I’m exaggerating when I say this time of pandemic has been one of the most challenging
periods in our congregation’s history.
Looking back at 2020 in the years to come, I think it will be
difficult for me personally to distinguish the pandemic’s
disruptions from my personal new reality of being a parent.
I’ve been kept awake at night by both a crying baby and by
worries about positivity rates! It’s been a difficult year for
almost everyone, with many things different in church this
year. I miss Sunday coffee hour, lunch with the quilters, and
the beauty of the community chorus Christmas concert. I miss
sitting together around a table for Church Council meetings,
leading worship at Valley View, and going with a group of
youth to buy Christmas presents to donate to children in need.
Micah’s Baptism - a highlight for me!

Over and over this year, your Church Council has wrestled
with how to best fulfill our call to ministry and worship while also loving our neighbors and each
other by not taking unnecessary health risks. In my annual report two years ago, I tried to sound
an alarm bell about the decline in our worship attendance. Well, this year our worship attendance
numbers fell off a cliff, and the last thing I want to do is encourage people to come gather
together in large groups in the building! Many of the priorities I thought I saw last year turned
out to be almost entirely irrelevant for ministry in 2020.
Yet looking back over the last year, our vision as a congregation is as important as ever. Our
normal patterns of ministry have been disrupted, but with the eyes of faith, we can see God is
still at work among and through us. I am as confident as ever that God is not done with our
congregation. We are still being called to WELCOME people into a relationship Jesus Christ and
His Church, to EQUIP people with a faith that works in daily life, and to SERVE in the world to
make a difference in Jesus’ name. God is still faithful, and God’s call has not changed.
The biggest area of disruption for me this year has of course been worship. For 20 weeks this
year, we did not gather together in-person to worship. And for much of the year when we were
able to be together, worship looked much different than usual, with physically distanced seating,
altered communion practices, no handshaking, and perhaps most painfully, no singing. I also

particularly lament how little we’ve been able to include other people in worship servant
leadership roles this year - far too often, worship has felt perilously close to just the pastor
putting on a show for people, a spectator sport rather than a participatory event.

Christin leads 3rd grade introduction to
the Bible class outdoors

At the same time, the pandemic has inspired us to be
creative about how we worship, which is a good thing!
We had some wonderful outdoor services at Perrin Park,
in the Community Center parking lot, and even in our
own back parking lot. I won’t soon forget the outdoor
service on September 20, which included milestones of
First Communion, Confirmation, and 3rd Grade Bibles,
all in one service shaped around the promises of baptism.
(Personally, I thought of it as the “all-the-eggs-in-onebasket” service - and the wind gusts contributed to
making it memorable for me!) We’ve even had drive-in
communion a few times.

My role as preacher and worship presider has dramatically expanded this year to include being a
video producer and editor. I’ve had the idea for a sermon podcast in the back of my mind for
several years, and this year it happened. Although I cannot be done with full online worship
services soon enough, I hope the podcast and occasional online videos will continue as a way for
our congregation to connect with people who have a hard
time regularly making it to in-person services on the
weekends. Worship was never meant to be a technologydriven one-way experience, but I am so grateful this year
for the technology that has allowed us to stay connected
as a congregation and even to include family, friends,
and members far away from Greene.
Our use of social media and the church website have
expanded this year, with a video series on Philippians in
the spring and the Small Catechism in the fall, online
Lent and Advent devotions, and substantial growth in
connections on Instagram and Facebook. Email has also
Sandra Schuknecht & Dennis Griffin lead
been a valuable tool - if you’re not receiving my mostlymusic at an outdoor worship service
weekly emails with congregational updates, please sign
up on the form at www.stpetergreene.com. I’m grateful to the volunteers in our congregation
who stepped up to help keep our members connected in a more “old-school” way through phone
calls, and to the telephone prayer chain, one of our less visible yet essential ministries.
I’m also grateful for the work our treasurer Gale Brinkman and the stewardship committee did in
late 2018 to enable us to receive donations online. Online giving has been a bright spot in a
tough financial year. As you’ll see in the financial reports, giving to our general fund (the fund
that pays for every-day expenses like staff salaries, electricity, building maintenance, paper, and
all the supplies for our regular ministry) has been down this year thanks to fewer opportunities in
worship to receive offering, but the $18,026 Payment Protection Program (PPP) forgivable loan
we received has helped to keep us financially sound. However, I expect this coming year to be
just as challenging, so thank you in advance for your continued support of our work together.

And of course, thank you to everyone who continued to generously and faithfully give during
this tough year! As a congregation, we donated well over $40,000 to ministry causes beyond
ourselves—including to the food bank, disaster relief, world hunger, community projects, the
Bremwood home, church camps, and much more—which is a fantastic expression of generosity!
I also particularly appreciate projects accomplished at the church building and parsonage,
especially the removal of the cracking asbestos floor tiles from the parsonage basement.
As you’ll read elsewhere in these reports, ministries such as Sunday School, Confirmation, VBS,
adult Bible studies, and the children’s Christmas program have all been adapted to be online this
year, and have even reached newcomers to our congregation. Looking ahead to 2021, I plan to
continue focusing on adult education opportunities, creative and inclusive ways of doing
worship, and as soon as it’s safe to do so, resuming visitation and reconnecting with those in our
congregation who have had a harder time staying connected during the pandemic.
Especially in this strange year, I hope you’ll join me in
thanking Robin, Christin, Gale, Holly, our musicians,
Church Council members, committee members, and all of
the many volunteers who give of themselves to make our
ministry happen. Also, a special thank you to Kris, Erin, and
Isaac for their years of caring for our building as their time
on staff at St. Peter concluded in December.
Looking toward the future, it’s easy to hope for “everything
to get back to normal.” Will that happen? Probably not. In
fact, I hope it doesn’t. I hope some of the innovations and
adaptations we’ve discovered this year continue. I look
forward to the day when my continuing education events no
longer need to be webinars, but I also appreciate being able
to include our missionaries in Nigeria as part of a worship
service, the value of holding a Bible study over Zoom around
people’s schedules, and the numerous creative ideas we’ve
tried for children’s ministry this year.

Like so much else this year,
Confirmation class moved online

Some things will feel more normal this coming year, but
other aspects of church life may never be the same. The church in 2021 will not feel the same as
the church in 2019, 2005, 1972, 1944, 1872, or any other time, because the world is changing.
And that’s ok. With the eyes of faith, we can see and trust that God is still faithful. God has been
with us through the pandemic, just as God has been with us through every other challenging time
in our life as church and in our lives as individuals. God will continue to be with us, working in
and through us. May we continue in faith, proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ, living by
faith and not by sight.
Thank you for your partnership in ministry this year. I look forward to the new ways we’ll be
church together in 2021!
Your servant in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Daniel Flucke

President's Report
Greetings,
We made it through 2020. What a year! Many of us have struggled over the last year to make
sense of a worldwide pandemic. We have had to make changes in our families, friendships, jobs,
and how we worship. Some of us have had to deal with sickness and the loss of a loved one.
Many have and continue to struggle with anger, sadness, frustration, loneliness, fear, etc. What is
the hope amidst this mess? The King, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Jesus is the light of our world. He became incarnate to live in our broken world to walk beside us
in our times of trial and temptation. We are all light bearers of Christ. Each of us has something to
offer to others to spread the good news of our Savior. The Ten Commandments command us to
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” It can be as simple as saying a prayer for a loved one or taking
food to someone you care for. St. Peter’s has remained committed to serving our members,
community, and beyond through quilts, prayer shawls, monetary donations, etc., to support our
mission.
St. Peter’s was transformed this year to make accommodations to allow worship to continue
during this pandemic. While it has not been easy or ideal, it has allowed us to remain connected to
each other and our Savior. Yes, it is different. Yes, it may not include everyone. Yes, it is not our
traditional ways. Sometimes it is difficult to see a build such as a church closed; however, the
church is not the building. The church is the people. Despite the building being closed, we have
remained connected as a body of Christ through the many ways our Church has worshiped this
last year.
Thank you to the members of St. Peter’s for all your support this last year. Thank you to Pastor for
his guidance and wisdom. Thank you to Robin for her leadership. Thank you to Christin for her
creativity with youth education. Thank you to the Church Council and committees for their
commitment and compassion.
Jesus is the promise of everlasting life. Trust in Jesus is how each of us will move through the next
days, weeks, and months ahead. We pray for healthy and safety of all. We pray for those on the
front line. We pray for our teachers and students. We pray for our Church and its members. We
pray for those who are struggling physically, mentally, or spiritually. We pray for those who are
lonely. We pray for those who have lost loved ones. Go forth and share the light with the world!

Blessings,
Erin Mulder
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Personnel Committee
Committee members:
Deanne Martzahn (Chair), Erin Mulder, John Ebensberger, Jeff Dralle, John Backer
The Personnel Committee met in January and August. Due to COVID-19 we did not meet
quarterly as we had hoped to.
In August Erin Mulder took over as president of the church council. Deanne Martzahn took over
as Personnel Committee chair.
Evaluations of church employees were done in December by the committee heads. It was decided
by the Church Council that Sandra Schuknecht is an independent contractor and therefore a
formal staff evaluation will not be done using the Personnel Committee’s process.
The Personnel Committee plans to meet quarterly in the next year. Our goals are to support the
continued Ministries of the church and to support the working relationships among employees.
Blessings,
Deanne Martzahn

Building and Grounds Committee
The parsonage had the floor tile professionally removed because of the asbestos in the tile. This
was a two day project to remove. We have planned to apply an epoxy to the floor to seal and cover
the stains. A new microwave was installed in the parsonage and the cabinet had to be modified.
A tree stump was ground out and the sidewalk was replaced at the parsonage. New shingles for
the parsonage are in the planning stage.
Work days this year were very few, but many jobs still got done. Those jobs were repainting the
repaired areas in the old basement, painting the back doors on the fellowship hall. Three smoke
detectors were replaced, the remaining 12 will be replaced. As with all houses there are small
repairs constantly. The B&G committee has good people that are willing to work when needed.
The congregation also has members that are willing to help. Thank you to all.
Gary Schmidt, William Schmidt, Roland Martzahn, John & Carol Barth, David Crow

10

Stewardship and Finance Committee
This year’s Stewardship Committee, as with every other church function, was not able to meet like
we had in the past. Although it was not in person we still managed to communicate and do the
best we could to move forward.
One area that has struck us, even though we have not had many services in person, the giving of
our congregation has kept up. That is a great testament to the members of our congregation, and
what the church means to everyone.
Another aspect of “Giving” is the use of our time and talents. We have seen many volunteers
willing to help in the online services and be as active as they could. God willing, soon we will not
be dealing with covid as much, and this willingness continues.
All in all, we had a great year, despite the circumstances and we see so many good things coming
very soon. Although this committee will be losing some members this year, myself included, I
believe with the help of the congregation, there will be many great things to come.
Kelly Hoodjer, Jan Osier, Chuck Thompson, Jeff Dralle, Laurie Shultz, Shelby Gallagher

Worship and Evangelism Committee
2020 has been a strange year for everyone and it has been especially different for our church
family. Our committee was picking hymns for services and we were beginning to work on other
projects when COVID-19 hit. For awhile we didn’t meet regularly except by phone or email.
When we did open up to in-person services we restricted singing. Several outdoor services were
successful and Pastor Daniel’s IT abilities provided a means to continue the mission of getting the
messages out.
We pray that 2021 will be marked by opening up in-person worship services and we are planning
several special services including “Cowboy Church” in July. A challenge I foresee is to “gather the
flock” when we open up. Getting back to regular church attendance may be a challenge for many
of us. We all look forward to once again worshipping and singing praises to our Lord together
within the walls of St. Peter!

John Ebensberger, Esther Backer, Andrea Gotto, Kay Muhlenbruck, Mary Brinkman,
Delores Adelmund, Sandra Schuknecht
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Christian Education and Youth Work Committee
The Chris)an Educa)on Commi2ee oversees the educa)on and faith development for all members of St. Peter
Lutheran Church, including children, youth and adults. This year, we have been challenged to think about what it
looks like to provide educa)on and faith forma)on opportuni)es when the pandemic prevents us from gathering
together. Despite the circumstances, our commi2ee has con)nued to meet regularly and worked hard this year to
oﬀer new and crea)ve programming op)ons designed to be more accessible for individuals and families to do at
home.
One of the biggest challenges was ﬁguring out how to oﬀer our annual Vaca)on Bible School program when it was
clearly not safe to gather over 100 children and adults together for a week. The VBS volunteer team worked hard to
adjust our ini)al plans for the summer and create a fun and meaningful program that could be done en)rely from
home. The result was “God’s Big Backyard”, a 5-day program focused on themes of crea)on and community, with
daily online videos as well as an assortment of craQs, nature ac)vi)es, and service projects for families to par)cipate
in right from their own homes and backyards. We had 54 kids from 29 diﬀerent families par)cipate in this VBS
experience, and the feedback was very posi)ve. Although it was certainly not the same as being together in person
for the week, it was s)ll a great opportunity for families to grow in faith and have some fun learning together in a
unique way.
Although it was a diﬃcult year having to reimagine the way we do programming for all of our various age groups (see
sub-reports for more details), with the help of technology we were also able to expand our reach and include more
families in the community. The weekly video messages from Pastor Daniel and Chris)n were able to be seen by nonmembers or those that are unable to make it to in-person worship regularly. Our VBS program included some
grandchildren of St. Peter members who otherwise would not have been able to par)cipate. The Chris)an Educa)on
Commi2ee sponsored a community-wide “Window Easter Egg Hunt” in the spring and assembled “Christmas Movie
Night Kits” in December. With the help of a Thrivent ac)on team grant, we were able to give away 46 of the movie
kits to families, several of whom are not members of our congrega)on, and we reached almost 200 people with that
fun holiday project! So even though we certainly missed the face-to-face interac)ons with all of you, this year has
also given us the opportunity to think outside-of-the-box and oﬀer more outreach opportuni)es to engage with the
wider community.
Looking ahead to 2021, we are hopeful that we will be able to return to in-person programming at some point.
However, we also hope we will be able to learn and grow from the challenges of this year and con)nue to ﬁnd ways
to be2er equip families to do faith forma)on at home as well as reach out in the community. As always, we ask for
your con)nued support, prayers, and involvement as we strive to help others grow in faith and love God and one
another through whatever this next year may bring!
In Christ,
2020 Chris)an Educa)on Commi2ee
(Clarene Backer, Ashley Coake, Carrie Eiklenborg, Chris)n Flucke, Erin Mulder, Liz Schroeder, Tanya Yerkes)
Addi4onal Representa4ves: Sarah Hawker
Cradle Roll Update
Cradle Roll includes all children from birth to age three who are members of St. Peter. Currently, we have 12 children
in this group. This year, the curriculum materials we’d used for many years went out of print, so we are switching to a
new Cradle Roll resource called “Frolic”. To assist parents in fulﬁlling their bap)smal promises of helping their children
grow in faith, Frolic provides digital monthly newsle2ers with age-appropriate content. We would also like to express
our gra)tude to Donna Wunsch, who aQer 10 years of faithful service, re)red this year as the Cradle Roll Coordinator.
Thank you so much, Donna, for helping to share the love of Jesus with our youngest members at St. Peter!
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Luther League
Luther League strives to serve the high school youth of our congrega)on by providing opportuni)es for
fellowship, faith development, and service. 2020 got oﬀ to a fairly normal start as we gathered weekly on
Sunday mornings. We hosted a soup supper on Ash Wednesday and began making prepara)ons for a
summer camping trip to Colorado in partnership with St. James Lutheran Church in Allison.
Unfortunately, as we all know, plans for the year were greatly impacted by the pandemic. Throughout the
spring, we did our best to stay connected, mee)ng semi-regularly via Zoom to check in, play games, and
have faith discussions. However, “Zoom fa)gue” quickly set in with all of the students also being online all
day for school, so we decided to take some )me oﬀ from our online mee)ngs for the summer. And of
course, it was a big disappointment for everyone to have to cancel our Colorado trip scheduled for the end
of July.
The only thing the pandemic didn’t stop was our ongoing work sor)ng and bagging all of the redeemable
cans and bo2les down at the recycling center. This proved to be a real challenge for several months as area
redemp)on centers had closed, yet the community con)nued contribu)ng these items. We cannot thank
Ross Hawker enough for saving the day by oﬀering to store the sorted bags in the basement of the Greene
Recorder and for volunteering a ton of his )me to keep our load manageable. We also want to thank Kris
Dralle, Roger Backer, Holly Wedeking, and Tim and Christy Laube for hauling trailer loads of cans up to the
redemp)on centers in Nashua this fall. We are s)ll very backlogged from the summer, but we are slowly
gejng caught up thanks to all your help!
Once school started, we were able to resume mee)ng on Sunday mornings for several weeks sijng in lawn
chairs in the parsonage backyard and also enjoyed a bonﬁre at Wunsch Memorial Park. In October, we
a2ended a Zoom workshop hosted by the UNI Lutheran Campus Ministry team on the topic of faith and
race, and a few Luther League youth helped with the Halloween Food Drive. As 2020 drew to a close, we
focused on trying to reconnect and show our support for one another and our community. Although we
couldn’t do our tradi)onal holiday ac)vi)es of decora)ng the church and shopping for Christmas giQs for
kids in need, we sponsored care packages to mail to our college-aged youth, and Chris)n dropped oﬀ
Christmas goody bags at Luther League students’ homes as a way to celebrate even though we were unable
to have our annual Christmas party. Finally, we gathered on Zoom shortly before Christmas to discuss how
we could give back to our community, and the youth voted on several local causes to support with
monetary dona)ons. This included Visions of Well-Being, the Greene Aqua)c Center, contribu)ng towards
the new Perrin Park basketball court, and purchasing diapers for our county social work department.
As we move into 2021, we hope and pray for a swiQ end to this pandemic! This year has been very
challenging in so many ways, and it’s been tough not to be able to meet together on a regular basis to
support one another. However, we know that God is s)ll faithful, and we are anxious to get back to
gathering for weekly lesson )mes, fellowship events, and serving our church and community. Also, we are
hopeful we will be able to spend )me together on a summer trip later this year. As always, we want to
thank you, our St. Peter church family, for all of your support. Please con)nue to pray for us as we embark
on a new year of ministry together!
In Christ,
2020 Luther League Leaders – Carrie Eiklenborg, Chris)n Flucke, and Keith Hyman
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Luther League & Luther League Trip Treasurer's Report
Beginning Balance as of January 1, 2020...............$10,246.64
Checking..............................................................$321.65
Savings.............................................................$7,924.99
Trip Account..................................................$2,000.00
2020 Income......................................................................$3,580.34
Interest.....................................................................$9.46
Donations…………………..................................$100.00
Church Meals.....................................................$323.50
Cans ProGit......................................................$3,147.38
2020 Expenses...................................................................$1,665.18
Graduate Gifts……………………..….…..….……$29.95
Expenses for Church Meals............................$47.53
College Care Packages ………………...……..$141.27
Events...................................................................$267.00
Curriculum / Supplies...................................$374.48
Benevolence…………........................................$804.95
End of Year Balance as of December 31, 2020.....$12,161.80
Checking..............................................................$840.89
Outstanding Checks……………….………..($600.00)
Savings.............................................................$9,920.91
Trip Account..................................................$2,000.00
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Junior High Ministry
St. Peter’s Junior High Ministry works with our 7th and 8th grade students as they explore the Chris)an faith
and reﬂect on their own rela)onship with Christ through weekly conﬁrma)on and Sunday school classes.
We also strive to model life in Chris)an community through various fellowship ac)vi)es and service
projects, though our ability to oﬀer such opportuni)es this year was greatly hindered by the pandemic.
For the ﬁrst half of 2020, we had a wonderful group of 13 students. The focus of conﬁrma)on for the
semester was wrapping up learning about the elements of Luther’s Small Catechism and thinking about
what it means to “live Lutheran.” In January, classes were led by Pastor Mark Anderson from the Northeast
Iowa Synod oﬃce while Pastor Daniel and Chris)n were on parental leave. In February, we talked about
worship and the students helped lead the Ash Wednesday worship service. We also had a chance to learn
about some of the similari)es and diﬀerences between the Lutheran and Muslim faiths when we visited the
Islamic Community Center in Waterloo. Addi)onally, the Jr. High youth hosted a lasagna supper for one of
the mid-week Lenten meals and enjoyed discussion about faith through watching hit movies The Shack and
Breakthrough in Sunday School. Unfortunately, the pandemic made it unsafe to meet in person for the
remainder of the spring, so we ﬁnished out the semester on Zoom.
This fall, we bid farewell to ﬁve students who moved up to high school and welcomed in six awesome 7th
graders for a new program year, bringing our total up to 14. Conﬁrma)on Wednesdays were spent digging
into the Bible and walking through the stories of the Old Testament. Thanks to the generosity of
congrega)on members who sponsored Bibles, we were very excited to be able to give each of our 14
conﬁrma)on students a brand new CEB Student Bible! We began the fall mee)ng in person for
conﬁrma)on, alterna)ng weeks between the 7th and 8th graders in an eﬀort to help keep our gatherings
smaller. When COVID numbers rose again in November, we shiQed classes over to Zoom. This online
learning is certainly more of a challenge for both students and leaders, but the youth have been great about
rolling with the punches and making it work. With everything else going on, we also opted to suspend Jr.
High Sunday School en)rely for the fall semester.
The pandemic certainly has not made this an easy year for our youth - at home, at school, or at church. It
has been a struggle to stay connected with our students when we have been unable to gather together.
However, in a strange way, we suspect they have been able to iden)fy even be2er this year with the Bible
stories we’ve been studying including the many trials the early Israelites faced con)nually wondered where
God was in the midst of their struggles.
As we look ahead to 2021, we hope and pray for an end to this pandemic so that we are able to get back to
a more normal programming schedule. We also hope to resume oﬀering some fellowship and service
events for this age group as soon as it is safe to do so. As always, we are grateful for your support and ask
for your con)nued prayers for our youth and volunteers as we seek to draw closer to God together!
In Christ,
2020 Jr. High Ministry Team – Chris)n Flucke, Pastor Daniel Flucke, and Sarah Hawker
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Junior High Ministry Treasurer's Report
Beginning Balance as of January 1, 2020...................$1,281.49
Savings...................................................$1006.86
Checking...................................................$274.63
2020 Income................................................................$277.04
Interest........................................................$1.20
Dona)ons..................................................$50.00
Lent Supper.............................................$225.84
2020 Expenses...............................................................$38.99
Events.........................................................$38.99
End of Year Balance as of December 31, 2020............$1,519.54
Savings….................................................$1238.06
Checking...................................................$281.48
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Sunday School
The St. Peter Lutheran Sunday School program provides weekly Chris)an educa)on to all children from 3
years old through 6th grade. We seek to share the love of Jesus through Bible stories, music, craQs, and
games (and this year, a lot of online videos). Through the incredible dedica)on of our staﬀ and volunteers,
we were able to minister to more than 75 diﬀerent kids in 2020!
The ﬁrst part of the year started oﬀ fairly normally with weekly Sunday School lessons held in-person during
the educa)on hour. We had two units in the winter – one on Jesus in the temple, and the other on the
apostle Paul. The kids also shared some special music at the Saturday service on February 29th followed by a
fun “Leap Day” themed movie night for families.
When in March the pandemic forced us to suspend in-person worship and educa)on opportuni)es, we had
to get crea)ve and ﬁgure out how to con)nue ministering to our children and families despite being unable
to gather together. The focus shiQed from simply oﬀering weekly programming to trying to support families
and equip them to do their own faith forma)on at home. Chris)n began pos)ng weekly mini-lessons on the
St. Peter Lutheran Church Children and Youth Facebook page, but also spent )me trying to check-in with all
of our Sunday School families periodically to oﬀer prayer and support during this diﬃcult )me. In addi)on,
we brainstormed crea)ve ways to help children and families stay connected and engaged. For example,
during Holy Week we sent home a packet to each family containing daily devo)ons, ac)vity pages, and
coloring sheets for a group art project to share with the congrega)on on Easter. We also hosted a Zoom
scavenger hunt for the upper elementary students during Holy Week and ended the program year in May
with a Zoom Family Trivia Night.
In September, we kicked oﬀ a new program year with a wonderful outdoor service in the parking lot of the
Greene Community Center celebra)ng the milestones of 3rd grade Bibles, 5th grade First Communion
(postponed from spring), and 9th grade Conﬁrma)on. However, when it became clear that it was s)ll unwise
to resume in-person Sunday School this fall, we focused our energy on pujng together monthly packets of
resources to distribute to all of our families. Each packet centered around a diﬀerent theme and included a
variety of themed ac)vi)es for students as well as some fun ideas to help families grow in faith together.
Finally, we ended the year with a unique spin on the tradi)onal Sunday School Christmas Program by going
virtual and asking approximately 30 families to record video clips of their children reading their assigned
parts for “The ABC’s of Christmas”. Pastor Daniel then compiled all of these clips together and used it to
help frame the online Christmas Eve worship service. While it certainly was not the same as having
everyone together for Christmas, the kids did a great job in helping to tell the story of Christ’s birth in a
unique and crea)ve way this year, and it was well received by the congrega)on!
As we look ahead to 2021, we hope to resume in-person Sunday School as soon as it is safe to do so. We
also hope to con)nue ﬁnding new ways to be2er equip parents and grandparents to take the lead on faith
forma)on in the home. On behalf of all of our amazing Sunday School volunteers, thank you for your
support of this important ministry, and we ask for your con)nued prayers in the coming year!
In Christ,
Chris)n Flucke (Youth and Children’s Ministry Director) and the 2020 Sunday School Team
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Sunday School Treasurer's Report and Memorial Report
Beginning Balance as of January 1, 2020....................$3,026.83
Checking.................................................................$1,774.48
Sunday School Memorial Fund.....................$1,252.35
2020 Income.............................................................................$445.31
Interest.............................................................................$1.30
Donations.....................................................................$50.00
Memorial – Clarence Brinkman….......…..…......$50.00
Sunday School Offering........................................$168.33
Noisy Offering..........................................................$175.68
2020 Expenses.........................................................................$651.12
Curriculum/Supplies............................................$296.26
Postage……………………….……………..……...……$187.45
Christmas Movie Kits............................................$110.92
Events.............................................................................$56.49
End of Year Balance as of December 31, 2020..........$2,821.02
Sunday School Checking..................................$1,517.37
Sunday School Memorial Fund.....................$1,303.65

Sunday School Enrollment
Total Enrollment as of September 2020.......................64
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Altar Guild
The following ladies are currently serving on Altar Guild:
Delores Adelmund
Mary Brinkman
Erin Mulder
Kelly Zurcher

Rose Adelmund
Jennifer Hoodjer
Robin Ralls

Clarene Backer
Jeanie Krull
Tanya Yerkes

Holiday church displays: Robin Ralls, Kelly Zurcher
Baptismal Napkins: Marilyn Schroeder
Altar Guild is still looking for 2 people to fill all the months. If you are interested,
please call Kelly Zurcher or the church office.
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W.E.L.C.A.
(Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)
As Women of St. Peter, we come together for study, support, and fellowship. We count on support
from all women of St. Peter. We grow in our faith through monthly Bible study, led by the Pastor.
We affirm our gifts through quilt tying, school bags, layettes, Prayer Shawl Ministry, and other
mission work outside and within our community. We support Lutheran World Relief and
Lutheran Social Service of Iowa, our local Food Bank, and area camps monetarily and with our
quilt donations. We send care packages to those serving in the military. We remember shut-ins
and those in care centers, support our missionaries, and give to children going to camps.
In February, we delivered Valentine balloons to church members that are residents of the local care
centers.
On February 16th, we hosted a Bowling and Pizza Party at Freeze Frame. We had a nice time with
about 80 attending. WELCA furnished all the pizza and pop.
At Easter we sent boxes to 2 service people.
A total of 236 quilts were made by St. Peter Quilters. Because there was no Spring In-Gathering,
some of our quilts were dispersed locally within Iowa. The remaining 139 quilts went to LWR at
the November In-Gathering. We also delivered 67 school kits and 11 baby care kits.
In December, we helped 10 local children to celebrate Christmas by providing gifts. We also sent
43 boxes to Samaritans Purse, which provide gifts to children overseas. Thank you to the
congregation for the donations for the Giving Tree and Operation Christmas Child.
Thank you to everyone for supporting WELCA. Your generous support enables us to contribute to
worthy organizations, to help those in need within our community, and to provide activities
within our church.
Your 2020 WELCA Board
Julie Brinkman, Sue Brinkman, Bev Christensen, Betty Heitland, Nancy Reser, Connie Yerkes, Sue
Schroeder
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WELCA Treasurer’s Report
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WELCA EPIC Fund

WELCA RAGBRAI Fund

WELCA Prayer Shawl / Baptismal Blanket Fund
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WELCA Savings Account

St. Peter Lutheran Church - Memorial Fund
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Annual Congregational Meeting
January 26, 2020
10:30 am
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Greene, IA
The Annual Congregation Meeting of St Peter Lutheran Church was held Sunday, January 26, 2020
in the church fellowship hall with 37 voting members present.
The meeting was called to order, by President Kelly Hoodjer at 10:30 am.
A special thank you to Delores Adelmund and June Vogelman for their time, talent & service they
gave to St Peter Lutheran during their council term.
Kelly read the names from the nominating committee to be elected to council for a 3 year term:
Andrea Gotto and Jan Osier. A special thank you to the nominating committee for their time
contacting members of St Peter to be consider being on the council.
Laurie Shultz made a motion to approve these members. Esther Backer 2nd. M/C
Jeff Dralle made a motion to accept the 2020 budget. John Ebensberger 2nd. M/C
Jeff Dralle shared appreciation to everyone involved with everything that was accomplished this
past year at St Peter.
Erin Mulder made a motion to accept the committee reports. Jennifer Hoodjer 2nd. M/C
Chuck Thompson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Steve Mulder 2nd. M/C
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St Peter Lutheran Church
Monthly Fund and Bank Account Balance Report
ST PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
December Financial Report
December 31, 2020

Current Fund Balance
Employee Withholding & Payroll Taxes
Current Fund Amount in MMDA

12/1/2020
Beginning
Balance
$14,557.57

Receipts
$16,850.98
‐$1,443.89

Disbursements
‐$14,562.51
$1,880.85

12/31/2020
Ending
Balance
$17,283.00
$0.00
$17,283.00

Other Fund Balances
Benevolence and Mission
Building and Repair
Basement Windows
Fellowship
Thrivent Choice
Restoration
Missionary Support
AED
Bank Balance
Checking
Money Market

Goyer Scholarship
McCosh ‐ Gift of Love
PPP ‐ Loan ‐ Not Forgiven ‐ Incl. in Current Fund

$0.00
$0.00
‐$2,519.70
$5,899.00
$1,991.25
$58.00
$21,771.49
$0.00
$0.00
$450.00
$27,650.04

$0.00
$0.00
$3,036.25
‐$3,036.25
$4,802.00
‐$264.16
$200.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$68.00
$0.00
$890.00
‐$3,922.00
$1,355.00
‐$1,355.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$10,351.25
‐$8,577.41
Transfer from MM
Transfered to MMDA
$21,120.57
$0.00
$0.00
Trans from Ckg + Int
Transfer to Ckg
$21,087.04
$2.68
$0.00
TOTAL BANK
$717.50
$1,021.09
$0.00

$0.06
$0.26
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$2,018.14
$6,099.00
$1,991.25
$126.00
$18,739.49
$0.00
$0.00
$450.00
$29,423.88
$25,617.16
$21,089.72
$46,706.88
$717.56
$1,021.35
$0.00

Gale Brinkman, Treasurer

AUDIT STATEMENT:
Due to COVID-19 the Audit Committee did not feel comfortable auditing St. Peter
Lutheran’s books at this time. The audit
Pagewill
1 of 1 be completed at a later date.
Audit Committee: Cheryle Arjes, Jessi Lane, Terri O’Brien
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