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St. Peter Lutheran Church Council 

      2019     2020   2021           2022

Carol Barth           Delores Adelmund        John Ebensberger     Clarene Backer      
Ashley Coake           Kelly Hoodjer        Carrie Eiklenborg     Esther Backer
Lauren Hawker            Jan Osier        Keith Hyman     Chuck Thompson
Phil Wahlgren           June Vogelman        Erin Mulder     ??

         

We are especially grateful to those whose terms are ending:  Carol Barth, Ashley Coake, Lauren 
Hawker and Phil Wahlgren.  Thank you for your faithful, dedicated service! 

            

Annual Meeting Agenda

 1.  Worship is the Opening Devotions
 2.  Nominating Committee Report
 3.  Council Elections

4.  Vote on By-Laws
5.  Proposed Budget

 6.  Secretary's Report*
 7.  Pastor's Report*

8.  Treasurer's Report*
 9.  President's Report*
 10.  Committee Reports*
 11.  Organizations Reports*

12.  Benediction
13.  Adjournment

* Will only be referred to during the Annual Meeting if there are questions or 
          comments from the congregation.
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Parish Report 

                Baptized        Confirmed
Membership as of December 31, 2017       740                 638
Members received during 2018

By Baptism: children (15 years & younger)                7                       *
By Baptism: adults (16 years & older)    0        0
By affirmation of faith                8        4
By transfer from ELCA congregations        3        1
By transfer from other Lutheran congregation    2                                      2
From non-Lutheran congregations                6        4
Statistical adjustment                                                  0                                      0

Total members received during 2018              26                         11    
Baptized members confirmed during 2018                    9

TOTAL - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -           766    658
Members removed during 2018

By death                           7                    7
By transfer to other ELCA congregations               0                    0
By transfer to other Lutheran congregations               0                    0
To non-Lutheran congregations                           4                    3
Statistical Adjustment                           0                                       0

Total members removed during 2018                  11                       10
Membership as of December 31, 2018 - - - - - - - - - - -             755                            648

2018 Report
343 members communed at least once during the year.  (2017 - 349)

81 communion services were held with a total of 3,604 communing.  (2017 - 80 services - 3,797)

132 private communions were given during the year to the ill & shut-ins.  (2017 - 66)

Average attendance at Saturday night Worship was 43.  (2017 - 47)

Average attendance at 8:30 am Sunday Worship was 51.  (2017 - 58)

Average attendance at 11:00 am Sunday Worship was 40.  (2017 - 37) 

Average attendance at 9:30 am Summer Sunday Worship was 52.  (2017 - 60)

Average weekly worship attendance was 117.  (2017 - 126)  

Average attendance at midweek worship was 60.  (2017 - 62)

Christmas Eve attendance - 262.  (2017 - 273)

Christmas Day attendance - 25.  (2017 - 29) 
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Parish Report 

BAPTISMS     FIRST COMMUNION        CONFIRMATIONS
Case Dean Frerichs      Alex Almelien                     Haily Jo Backer
Jaelyn Reed Landers  Carter Backer                      Derek John Brinkman
Easton Louis Eichmeier Olivia Dralle             Haley Marie Freesemann
Alexander Neal Bain Addisyn Gotto       Aidan Joseph Gotto
Hadley Michelle Ruby Nolan Reser         Calvin William Hanson
Kooper Daniel Coake Meredith Shultz Nathan Jerald Hawker
Tate George Steere Addasyn Spain Sean Thomas Mathers

Clayton Towsley Madison Mae Ralls
Madelyn Katherine Shultz

    

        
     

MARRIAGES         DEATHS
none      Roberta Charlene Scott

Robert Dean Teeple
Andrew Moses Nelson
James Everett Menken
Mildred Ellen Deike
Betty Ann Watkins
Helen M. Nelson

NEW MEMBERS
Nathan, Traci & Jack Bartels
Ryan, Joanie, Bentley & Briley Behnke
Michelle Hyman
Jeremy Knapp
Shelby Gallagher and Jack & Kylie Dwyer
Terri O’Brien
Susan Smelden and Angelus, Gabriel & Cassidy Young
Roger & Dawn Van Etten
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Pastor Daniel’s Report  

At the end of each year, Facebook automatically creates a personalized video recap of the year for all of its 
users. As I sit down to work on this annual report, my Facebook feed is full of these videos, algorithmically 
generated by picking the photos and status posts that generated the most positive reactions. It’s fun to 
remember and reflect by looking back over the year.  

The problem is that like all social media, Facebook shows us a curated view of other people’s lives. Whether 
or not you use social media, you can understand the concept of showing each other our best selves. We see 
ourselves at our worst, but everyone else at their best, and the temptation is to compare our real selves to the 
idealized versions of themselves our friends present online. For annual recap videos, Facebook’s algorithm 
chooses the photos and status posts that generated the most positive reactions, so if you do post something 
less “happy” that receives lots of sympathetic responses, that won’t show up in your end-of-year video.  

I’m guilty of this “filtering” as well. Many of you know I enjoy taking pictures to document the ministry we 
do around here. But my pictures are overwhelmingly positive. If there’s an event that has fewer people than 
we hoped for, I’ll take closeup photos of the people who are here. I share pictures of happy children singing 
in Sunday School, but I won’t take a picture of the young parents struggling to help their child pay attention 
in worship. You’re not going to see pictures of tears at funerals, or of the visits when someone is at the end of 
their rope in need of help. But those struggles are essential parts of our ministry. 

These annual reports are similar to Facebook’s end of year videos. They show snippets of the positive 
ministry that’s happened here. Less visible are the frustrations and struggles we’ve faced as a congregation. 
It’s much more fun (and probably more helpful!) to focus on the highlights—and we certainly have 
highlights to celebrate! But let’s be honest: St. Peter also has challenges. Later in this report, I’ll share with 
you some of my concerns for the future of our ministry.  

Remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like 
me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My purpose 

shall stand, and I will fulfill my intention.’ - Isaiah 46:9-10 

At the end of all the Facebook recap videos, it says, “Sometimes looking back helps us remember what 
matters most.” That’s the purpose of these annual reports. Looking back over the previous year reveals God 
has been on the move among us. There is more good ministry happening through this congregation than any 
of us are aware of. God has been on the move in and through St. Peter Lutheran Church. As that verse from 
Isaiah says, remembering and celebrating God’s faithfulness in the past allows us to trust God to be faithful 
in the future. 

One of my highlights this year was our “God is on the Move” theme this summer—including the green t-
shirts. This summer focus on service projects was a new thing for us, and it was hard to know what to expect. 
While we didn’t have as many people involved as anticipated, the many different service projects provided 
some great opportunities to think about the difference our faith makes in our lives and to see God moving 
around us. Three of the big projects where we saw God on the move through us were the Luther League 
mission trip, Vacation Bible School, and the Feed My Starving Children food-packing event. Those who 
chose to come also had a great time ending the summer with our outdoor worship in the park. 
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A few more of my highlights from this year are the new elevator and the message of welcome it sends to our 
community, the adult study on faith practices last winter, this spring’s New Legacy Project concert, and the 
18 new members who recently joined our congregation. Building and Grounds worked hard this summer to 
clean and organize the basement closets, and thanks to David Crow’s Eagle Scout project, all the new 
basement classrooms have a fresh coat of paint.  

In the fall, we learned a lot from the New Consecration Sunday stewardship emphasis. While the meal and 
the response from those who participated went well, the campaign did not reach as much of the congregation 
as we hoped, and there are definitely things to do differently in future stewardship emphases. Nevertheless, 
God has richly blessed this congregation and we have so much potential for ministry by stewarding the time, 
talents, and treasures God’s trusted to us. One of our new stewardship tools is the ability to receive offering 
gifts online. The hope is for this to enable easier giving in a world where far more people carry a phone than 
a checkbook.  

My worship highlight of the year was the Palm Sunday worship experience led by our youth. As I’ve said 
before, worship is something we all do together—not a spectator sport, and the youth lived that out by 
leading an engaging, meaningful service walking through Holy Week.  

The most important task we have as a church is to worship God. From worship, we are sent out to serve our 
neighbors and spread the good news of the salvation we have in Jesus Christ. Everything we do starts with 
worship! However, fewer and fewer of us are gathering each week to worship. Since the Christian life 
requires being regularly nourished with Word and Sacrament, this is a major concern for the future of our 
congregation.  

As I imagine you’ve noticed when you’re in church on Sunday morning or Saturday night, our participation 
in worship has been steadily declining since at least 2004. During this time, our membership has remained 
relatively steady, meaning worship is becoming less of a priority. That’s a problem. Look at this chart of our 
average worship attendance over the last 25 years: 

� 	
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At first glance, this chart tells us the church is dying. That might be true. The good news is that we are an 
Easter people who believe in a God who brings life out of death. In the midst of decline and even death, God 
remains faithful. The church will change, but it will never die—in fact, Christ’s body is the only thing 
guaranteed to endure forever into eternity. Another verse from Isaiah: 

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? - Isaiah 43:18-19 

While remembering God’s faithfulness in the past is good and necessary, Isaiah also warns us we must not 
get stuck on “the former things” in ways that hinder us from perceiving the new things God is doing. So, 
what new things is God doing here at St. Peter? How is God calling our church to grow and change? What is 
the Holy Spirit doing among us? 

At our annual meeting, we’ll be discussing the challenges of falling worship attendance and what that might 
mean for our ministry. The conversation will continue at church council this year, and your input is needed. 
Worship attendance is a challenge for me as your pastor and for the rest of the church leadership, but 
ultimately (like all of our ministry), it depends on everyone in the congregation. How do you decide each 
week whether you’re coming to church, staying home, or making other plans? When was the last time you 
invited someone to church? What new things might God be calling us to try to better meet our community’s 
needs? 

For my part, I plan to focus more on outreach, invitation, and discipleship growth this year. I’m excited 
about a worship focus and sermon series on prayer coming up in February, and about new opportunities for 
adult education classes and groups. But the ministry of this congregation is done by you, not by me. The 
Holy Spirit calls every Christian to be about the business of spreading the Gospel and loving our neighbors 
in word and deed. We are church together. 

God has provided us with committed, capable church council and committee members, over a hundred 
worship servants, and dedicated, hard-working staff to support our ministry together. Be sure to thank Robin, 
Christin, Erin, Kris, Gale, and Christine for all their hard work (and welcome Holly as new financial 
secretary!), as well as our musicians, Sunday School teachers, WELCA board, youth leaders, and everyone 
serving on council or in other leadership roles. 

As you read through this year’s annual reports, I pray that you will catch a glimpse of the many blessings St. 
Peter has to celebrate from 2018, and I also pray for the Holy Spirit to inspire you to perceive new things 
God is calling us to in the future.  

Finally, thank YOU for your partnership in ministry! It’s a privilege to walk alongside you on this journey of 
faith. I trust and pray that our faithful God will continue to guide our ministry in 2019. May God be glorified 
in all we do as the Body of Christ! 

Your servant in Christ Jesus, 
Pas!r Daniel Flucke 
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President's Report

From approving bills on the elevator to obtaining bids for the new Electronic Sign that’s soon to 
come, we’ve covered a lot of ground this year on council. We’ve worked on automatic door locks 
and some building maintenance, not to mention handling the monthly business that council 
attends too.

We’ve also split into smaller groups to discuss some things at length separate from council time. 
One group worked on a running “wish list” should you wish to make a donation towards 
something specific, or perhaps in memory of a loved one. Another group worked with Pastor on 
scheduling people to usher, help with communion, and assist during praise worship. Yet another 
went in depth into the constitution and by-laws.

In the near future, we will be working on the electronic sign, possibly some upgrades to the 
parsonage electrical, and taking a closer look at the Steeple. If you haven’t noticed, it needs some 
attention. We will be looking at the possibility of a more permanent fix, or if it makes sense to paint 
and repair as needed.

I’d like to take one moment and personally thank you for the support St. Peter has given me in my 
role, and I look forward to serving in whatever capacity I’m called to. I would also like to ask you 
to consider offering your time as a member of church council or one of our church committees. I 
get great satisfaction out of serving, and I’m hoping my fellow council members feel the same. 
Should you feel called to join us, we’d love to have you.

In Christ,
Kelly Hoodjer 
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Building and Grounds Committee  
    

Building and Grounds started off the year finishing up the elevator project and overseeing final 
completion of it.  We also discussed and implemented electronic timed doors for opening and 
closing the building as well as exploring an electronic sign.

From April through September, we worked on cleaning out and reorganizing closets and storage 
rooms for better use and accessibility.  The janitor’s room was relocated to the old basement.  Items 
no longer usable by St. Peter were made available for members to take home.  Christmas 
decorations were organized and placed in one closet in the new basement.  A stained glass 
window from the original church was found and is currently being restored.  With that, another 
has been framed and placed in the church.

The new basement was painted with a fresh coat of paint and the carpets were cleaned.  Part of the 
painting was done as an Eagle Scout Project - the painting of the classrooms and the framing of the 
murals.

Church pews were removed from the old basement and placed in the balcony of the church.  The 
old church pews were sold.

In October, the handicap parking lines were re-painted as well as the steel bollards.  Asphalt 
sealant was placed between the building and parking lot to help with the leak in the new 
basement.  A large tree limb was also removed from the parsonage grounds.

The ongoing issues from 2018-2019 are the windows in the old basement of the church, as they are 
slowly being replaced.  The steeple has a leak and we are noticing some water damage inside from 
that.  We also need to decide about painting or refurbishing the louvers in the steeple.  We will also 
continue to monitor the leak in the new basement and determine the best course of action.

Sincerely,
June Vogelman on behalf of Building & Grounds Committee
Keith Hyman, Carol Barth, John Barth, Jeff Stirling, Gary Schmidt
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Stewardship and Finance Committee

This year, the stewardship committee had an extremely active year.  

The addition of the elevator gave us several goals to shoot for. We’re very proud of all the extra 
giving the Congregation of St. Peter has put forth.  We’re getting extremely close to having 
everything paid for, and as the trend continues, we’ll be there soon. 

On top of the elevator, we had several “stewardship moment” talks, and even took on the 
Consecration Sunday event.  We’re very proud to say our estimated giving is up 7% from the 
current year, and for the first time in a long time, St. Peter has a great idea of where we can expect 
giving to be over the coming year.  

While we don’t know if we will have another “consecration Sunday” again, we do intend on 
having some sort of celebration for the time, talent, and treasures given by our entire congregation. 
We always want it known that your gifts of time and talents are every bit as important as what 
gets put in the offering plate. 

If you have any thoughts on our events this year, please talk with one of our committee members.  
Jeff Dralle, Laurie Shultz, Bob Schroeder, Phil Wahlgren, Jan Osier, Pastor Daniel, or myself.  Gale 
Brinkman would also be able to answer any budget related questions.  (plus, he’s at every 
meeting)

Yours in Christ, Kelly Hoodjer 

Worship and Evangelism Committee 

The Worship Committee meets the first Monday of each month with Pastor Daniel.  We 
select hymns that coordinate with the lectonary and Gospel for each week.  Worship Servants sign 
up sheets were available in the fellowship hall.

Community Lenten services are shared with the Presbyterian and Methodist/Brethren 
churches each year.  Lenten services were held on Wednesday evenings rotating at the churches.  
The Lutheran church hosted the soup suppers prior to the service.  It was a freewill offering.  

On Easter, two worship services were held with a breakfast in between, with 228 people 
attending worship.

In August, one service was held at Perrin Park with 58 people attending.
Advent services were also held jointly with the Presbyterian and Methodist/Brethren 

churches Wednesdays at St. Peter Lutheran.  The Lutheran church hosted the soup supper prior to 
the service.  

Christmas Eve candle light worship was held at 6:00 pm with 262 in attendance.  Christmas 
Day service was held with a small crowd attending.
 
Delores Adelmund, John Ebensberger, Mary Brinkman, Sandra Ross, Kay Muhlenbruck, 
Sandra Schuknecht 
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Christian Education and Youth Work Committee

The	Chris*an	Educa*on	Commi3ee	oversees	the	educa*on	and	faith	development	for	the	members	of	St.	
Peter	Lutheran	Church.	While	the	commi3ee	directs	much	of	its	a3en*on	towards	the	children’s	and	youth	
ministries	of	the	congrega*on,	we	con*nue	to	try	and	expand	our	focus	and	be	mindful	of	ways	we	can	
be3er	minister	to	members	of	all	ages.		

A	highlight	from	the	year	took	place	on	Palm	Sunday	when	the	Sunday	School	kids	along	with	the	Jr.	High	
and	Luther	League	youth	teamed	up	to	lead	a	special	“Journey	Through	Holy	Week”	worship	experience.	
This	service	incorporated	many	crea*ve	worship	elements	and	was	led	almost	en*rely	by	a	group	of	about	
50	kids	ranging	from	3rd-12th	grade.	Thanks	to	all	of	you	for	leading	us	in	worship!	

One	of	the	biggest	efforts	of	2018	was	the	congrega*onal	summer	theme	“God	is	on	the	Move”	where	all	
members	of	St.	Peter	were	invited	to	be	God’s	hands	and	feet	through	monthly	service	opportuni*es.	
Another	highlight	of	the	summer	was	partnering	with	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ	in	Greene	for	
another	great	year	of	Vaca*on	Bible	School.	Approximately	90	kids	and	more	than	70	youth	and	adult	
volunteers	par*cipated	in	3-4	days	of	faith	and	fun	at	St.	Peter	and	St.	Mary	churches.	This	year’s	VBS	
theme	was	superheroes.	Not	only	did	the	kids	learn	more	about	some	young	heroes	of	faith	from	the	Bible,	
they	also	experienced	how	they	can	be	“heroes	for	God”	by	helping	other	people.	As	a	part	of	this	focus,	
each	day	the	kids	at	St.	Peter’s	program	completed	a	service	project,	tying	back	to	the	“God	is	on	the	Move”	
theme	as	well.	All	in	all,	we	es*mate	about	155	different	people	of	all	ages	worked	together	to	complete	
almost	1,200	hours	of	service	this	summer!	

As	we	look	ahead	to	2019,	our	commi3ee	is	especially	interested	in	con*nuing	to	develop	more	
opportuni*es	for	families	to	grow	in	faith	together.	This	includes	offering	more	congrega*onal	fellowship	
events,	expanding	our	adult	educa*on	opportuni*es,	and	looking	for	ways	to	make	worship	more	
approachable	and	engaging	for	our	young	families.	We	ask	for	your	con*nued	support,	prayers,	and	
involvement	as	we	strive	to	help	others	grow	in	faith	and	rela*onship	with	God	and	one	another.		

In	Christ,		
2018	Chris*an	Educa*on	Commi3ee	(Ashley	Coake,	Carrie	Eiklenborg,	Chris*n	Flucke,	Lauren	Hawker,	Erin	
Mulder,	Liz	Schroeder,	Holly	Wedeking,	Tanya	Yerkes)	
Addi$onal	Representa$ves:	Sarah	Hawker	

2018	Chris+an	Educa+on	Team	

Youth	and	Children’s	Ministry	Director	–	Chris*n	Flucke	

Cradle	Roll	(Currently	12	Infant-3	year	olds)	–	Donna	Wunsch	

Fall	Sunday	School	Volunteers	(see	sub-report	for	more	details)	
	 Teachers:	Traci	Bartels,	Erin	Mulder,	Liz	Schroeder,	Susan	S*rling	
	 Helpers:	Mary	Brinkman,	Shelby	Gallagher,	Lyndsie	Pitzenberger,	Allyson	Sage	

Jr.	High	Ministry	Leaders	(see	sub-report	for	more	details)	–	Sarah	Hawker,	June	Vogelman,	Holly	Wedeking	

Luther	League	Leaders	(see	sub-report	for	more	details)	–	Carrie	Eiklenborg	and	Keith	Hyman	

Adult	Educa+on	Facilitator–	Pastor	Daniel		
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Luther League 

Luther	League	strives	to	serve	the	high	school	youth	of	our	congrega*on	by	providing	opportuni*es	for	fellowship,	
faith	development,	and	service.	All	high	school	students	are	welcome	and	encouraged	to	par*cipate	in	Luther	League	
ac*vi*es,	and	we	ended	the	year	with	a	group	of	about	20	fairly	regular	par*cipants.	

Throughout	the	year,	our	weekly	lesson	*mes	focused	primarily	on	making	connec*ons	with	the	lec*onary	texts	
heard	in	worship	and	thinking	about	how	these	Bible	stories	relate	to	the	high	school	experience.	During	Lent,	we	
supplemented	the	mid-week	series	focusing	on	Jesus’	“I	Am”	statements	and	used	different	ac*vi*es	to	make	that	
more	applicable	to	the	students.	We	also	looked	at	Jesus’	journey	through	Holy	Week,	and	expanded	that	into	a	
wonderful	learning	experience	on	how	to	plan	and	lead	worship	with	the	special	youth-led	services	on	Palm	Sunday.	
Spring	also	brought	many	opportuni*es	to	serve	the	congrega*on	and	community	as	we	helped	serve	mid-week	
Lenten	suppers	and	Easter	brunch.	In	May,	we	hosted	fellowship	for	the	congrega*on	as	we	bid	farewell	to	St.	Peter’s	
gradua*ng	high	school	seniors.		

In	June,	we	sold	beverages	during	River	Days	and	helped	clean	up	the	park	in	the	mornings	for	the	Jaycees	as	a	way	to	
fundraise	for	our	upcoming	trips.	This	year,	the	youth	opted	to	not	only	do	the	tradi*onal	week-long	trip	the	last	
week	in	July,	but	also	added	a	36	hour	“mini-trip”	to	the	Twin	Ci*es.	The	Twin	Ci*es	trip	took	place	June	30th-July	1st	
and	included	packing	food	at	Feed	My	Starving	Children	on	Saturday	as	well	as	a3ending	worship	at	Spirit	Garage	
church	followed	by	some	group	fun	at	an	escape	room	and	the	Mall	of	America	on	Sunday.	That	led	into	a	busy	week	
of	Vaca*on	Bible	School,	where	many	of	the	youth	volunteered	as	helpers,	and	then	our	Chicago	trip	team	departed	
for	our	week-long	mission	trip	(see	the	“Luther	League	Summer	Trip	Report”	for	more	details	about	our	amazing	
week!)	August	included	more	summer	fun	with	a	family	pool	party	as	well	as	a	back-to-school	bonfire	at	the	Hyman	
house	to	kick	off	a	new	program	year	and	welcome	in	the	new	9th	graders.		

This	fall,	we	kept	busy	serving	as	we	helped	at	Country	Time,	cleared	our	sec*on	of	highway	14,	and	raked	leaves	on	
“Make	a	Difference	Day.”	We	also	celebrated	with	the	nine	students	who	got	confirmed,	teamed	up	with	the	Jr.	High	
youth	to	collect	dona*ons	for	the	Greene	Food	Bank	during	the	“Trick-or-Treat	so	Others	Can	Eat”	event,	and	sent	six	
youth	to	the	annual	“Sounds	Like	Love”	music	event	in	Minnesota.	

Finally,	in	partnership	with	Sunday	School	and	Jr.	High	ministries,	we	sponsored	a	total	of	seven	community	kids	for	
Christmas	through	the	Greene	Food	Bank.	We	had	fun	shopping	for	the	giks	and	then	gathered	with	the	confirma*on	
students	on	a	Wednesday	night	to	wrap	them	all	as	well	as	to	decorate	the	church	for	Christmas.	December	included	
hos*ng	one	of	the	mid-week	Advent	soup	suppers	and	a	Sunday	morning	spent	packaging	and	delivering	21	care	
packages	for	shut-in	members	of	our	congrega*on.	Then	we	ended	the	year	with	a	silly	Christmas	tree	decora*ng	
compe**on.		

Throughout	the	year	we	con*nued	to	maintain	the	redeemable	cans	and	bo3les	at	the	recycling	center,	which	is	our	
biggest	income	source	and	enables	us	to	con*nue	offering	a	variety	of	events.	This	year	we	are	especially	grateful	to	
the	North	Butler	May	term	“Wood	Sign	Workshop”	class	for	making	us	some	signs	to	put	on	the	various	bins	down	at	
the	recycling	center.	The	signs	were	made	in	hopes	of	encouraging	community	members	to	sort	their	redeemable	
items	ahead	of	*me,	and	has	worked	very	well,	which	in	turn	allows	us	to	sort	and	bag	the	dona*ons	much	more	
quickly	and	stay	on	top	of	the	project.	

As	we	move	into	2019,	our	goal	is	to	con*nue	to	offer	meaningful	opportuni*es	to	help	our	high	school	students	
grow	in	faith	and	serve	our	congrega*on	and	community.	We	want	to	thank	our	St.	Peter	church	family	for	all	of	your	
support,	and	ask	for	your	con*nued	prayers	as	we	embark	in	another	great	year	of	ministry	together!	

In	Christ,	
2018	Luther	League	Leaders	–	Carrie	Eiklenborg,	Chris*n	Flucke,	and	Keith	Hyman	
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Luther League Trip 2018 

Sunday,	July	22nd	–	Friday,	July	27th,	Chicago,	IL	

Six	youth	and	three	adults	from	St.	Peter	Lutheran	Church,	along	with	one	student	from	St.	James	in	Allison	
traveled	to	Chicago	for	an	incredible	week	of	service	and	learning	in	July.	Our	trip	was	organized	through	
the	Center	for	Student	Missions	(CSM)	who	facilitated	all	our	service	projects,	provided	most	of	our	meals,	
and	housed	us	at	North	Park	University.		

While	in	Chicago,	we	served	at	four	different	ministries.	The	place	where	we	spent	the	most	*me,	and	also	
the	favorite	site	of	the	group	this	year	was	the	Bright	Boys	and	Girls	Club.	There	we	got	to	hang	out	with	
lots	of	amazing	kids	and	help	the	staff	with	various	ac*vi*es	including	games,	yoga,	and	*e-dying	t-shirts.	
We	also	joined	the	kids	for	part	of	a	student	day	at	a	baseball	game	and	an	akernoon	at	Maggie	Daley	park.	
In	addi*on	to	the	*me	spent	with	the	kids,	we	were	able	to	use	some	of	the	money	we	fundraised	to	go	
shopping	for	art	supplies,	new	sports	equipment,	and	other	dona*ons	that	will	con*nue	to	support	the	
amazing	work	they	are	doing	there.	Our	group	made	some	great	connec*ons	with	the	kids	at	the	club,	and	
it	was	hard	to	say	goodbye	at	the	end	of	the	week.		

In	addi*on	to	the	Boys	and	Girls	Club,	we	spent	one	morning	helping	at	an	urban	gardening	project	called	
Gardeneers.	We	learned	about	their	efforts	to	provide	the	community	with	fresh	produce	as	well	as	provide	
educa*onal	and	job	opportuni*es	for	the	students	at	the	school	across	the	street.	One	akernoon	was	spent	
serving	supper	at	a	community	kitchen	called	A	Just	Harvest,	and	another	was	spent	sor*ng	and	re-
packaging	a	LOT	of	cabbage	at	the	Greater	Chicago	Food	Depository.	

In	between	all	the	service	projects,	we	had	lots	of	opportuni*es	to	learn	more	about	Chicago.	For	supper	
each	night,	we	traveled	to	a	different	local,	ethnic	restaurant	to	experience	the	many	cultures	of	this	diverse	
city.	We	also	par*cipated	in	a	driving	prayer	tour	to	learn	about	and	lik	up	the	many	challenges	facing	the	
city,	such	as	gang	violence	and	a	dras*cally	underfunded	educa*on	system.	On	the	last	night	of	the	trip,	we	
heard	from	Leslie	Hunter,	a	poet,	rapper,	and	youth	pastor	who	helped	connect	the	work	we	had	been	
doing	throughout	the	week	back	to	our	journey	of	faith.	

Throughout	the	week	we	also	made	*me	for	some	fun,	group-bonding	experiences	including	an	akernoon	
on	the	shores	of	Lake	Michigan	and	a	day	to	take	in	some	major	tourist	spots	including	the	“The	Bean”,	
Willis	Tower,	the	Shedd	Aquarium,	and	Navy	Pier	before	heading	home	on	Friday.		

The	theme	chosen	for	the	trip	mirrored	the	congrega*onal	summer	theme	of	“God	is	on	the	Move”	We	
used	this	theme	to	help	frame	our	en*re	week	along	with	the	verse	John	20:21	which	says,	“Again	Jesus	
said,	“Peace	be	with	you!	As	the	Father	has	sent	me,	I	am	sending	you.”	Each	morning	included	a	devo*onal	
*me	and	every	evening	included	discussion	to	help	process	what	we	were	experiencing	and	share	where	
we	saw	God	on	the	move	that	day.		

Throughout	the	week	we	witnessed	God	doing	amazing	work	through	all	of	the	people	we	met	and	the	
places	we	served.	It	was	truly	an	eye-opening	experience	for	all	of	our	par*cipants,	and	we	are	incredibly	
grateful	to	this	congrega*on	for	all	of	your	support	in	helping	make	this	trip	possible!	

–	Chris*n	Flucke	(Youth	and	Children’s	Ministry	Director)	and	the	2018	Chicago	Mission	Trip	Team 
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Luther League & Luther League Trip Treasurer's Report 

Beginning	Balance	as	of	January	1,	2018..............$6,700.59	
	 Checking..........................................................$451.00	
	 Savings..........................................................$5,646.19	
	 Trip	Account....................................................$603.40	

2018	Income........................................................$9,376.73	
	 Interest................................................................$4.31	
	 Dona*ons........................................................$350.00	
	 Benevolence	Carryover………............…..…………..$59.99	
	 River	Days	Profit...........................................$2,024.10	
	 Church	Meals...................................................$747.00	
	 Congrega*onal	Budget	for	Trip.....................$2,000.00	
	 Cans..............................................................$4,191.33	

2018	Expenses.....................................................$8,572.75	
	 Curriculum.......................................................$139.49	
	 Expenses	for	Church	Meals.............................$379.55	
	 Events..............................................................$957.20	
	 Bank	Fees………………………............……..……..……….$5.35	
	 Graduate	Giks………………............……....…….……$145.50	
	 Twin	Ci*es	Trip…………….............………………..$1,650.64	
	 Chicago	Summer	Trip....................................$5,295.02	
	 	 Dona$ons...........................................$358.62	
	 	 Gas/Parking.......................................$348.25	
	 	 Shirts…................................................$100.00	
	 	 Meals.................................................$350.66	
	 	 Fun	Stops............................................$527.07	
	 	 Van	Rental/Insurance......................$1,113.57	
	 	 CSM	Program..................................$3,400.00	
	 	 Par$cipant	Costs	&	Carryover............-$903.15		

End	of	Year	Balance	as	of	December	22,	2018......$7,504.57	
	 Checking..........................................................$943.75	
	 Savings..........................................................$3,609.44	
	 Trip	Account..................................................$2,951.38	
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Junior High Ministry

St.	Peter’s	Junior	High	Ministry	volunteers	work	closely	with	Chris*n	Flucke	and	Pastor	Daniel	to	provide	
opportuni*es	for	our	7th	and	8th	grade	students	to	explore	the	Chris*an	faith	and	reflect	on	their	own	
commitment	to	Christ	through	weekly	confirma*on	and	Sunday	school	classes.	We	also	strive	to	model	life	
in	Chris*an	community	through	various	fellowship	ac*vi*es	and	service	projects.		

For	the	first	half	of	2018	we	had	a	wonderful	group	of	13	students.	In	confirma*on,	youth	spent	the	
semester	learning	about	what	it	means	to	“live	Lutheran”	including	spiritual	prac*ces	such	as	worship,	
prayer,	stewardship,	and	even	how	our	understanding	of	faith	differs	from	other	faith	tradi*ons.	In	January,	
the	group	helped	re-package	food	dona*ons	at	Waterloo’s	Northeast	Iowa	Food	Bank.	We	also	hosted	an	
akernoon	of	Winter	Olympics	themed	games	and	ac*vi*es	in	February,	including	youth	from	St.	Mary	as	
well	as	the	Lutheran	churches	in	Allison	and	Clarksville.	Everyone	had	a	great	*me!	

The	Jr.	High	students	spent	the	spring	learning	about	worship	and	prayer	by	leading	both	the	Ash	
Wednesday	service	and	the	special	youth-led	Palm	Sunday	services.	As	a	part	of	our	explora*on	of	other	
faith	tradi*ons,	we	enjoyed	an	evening	with	Father	Brunkan	from	St.	Mary	who	shared	about	Catholicism.	
We	also	traveled	to	the	Islamic	Community	Center	in	Waterloo	at	the	end	of	March	and	learned	about	the	
Muslim	faith.	We	ended	the	school	year	celebra*ng	with	a	fun	night	at	the	Get	Air	Trampoline	Park	in	
Waterloo.	In	July,	many	of	the	youth	volunteered	their	*me	serving	as	crew	leaders	for	our	community	VBS	
as	they	led	the	younger	children	through	the	various	ac*vi*es.		

This	fall	we	bid	farewell	to	the	nine	students	who	moved	up	to	high	school,	and	welcomed	in	five	awesome	
7th	graders	for	a	new	program	year,	bringing	our	total	down	to	nine.	This	year’s	confirma*on	focus	is	a	walk	
through	the	Bible.	Fall	classes	were	spent	digging	into	the	Old	Testament	and	learning	about	everything	
from	crea*on	to	exile	and	everything	in	between.		

Other	fall	ac*vi*es	included	helping	with	the	Country	Time	fes*val	and	the	community	“Make	a	Difference	
Day”,	as	well	as	cleaning	the	church.	We	also	had	a	fun	night	on	Halloween	with	an	event	we	called	“Trick-
or-Treat	so	Others	Can	Eat”	in	which	both	our	Jr.	High	and	Luther	League	youth	were	sent	out	to	collect	
food	dona*ons	for	the	Greene	Food	Bank.	This	was	followed	by	a	*me	of	food	and	fellowship	including	
some	fun	games	and	even	a	devo*on	involving	smashing	pumpkins	☺	

We	ended	the	year	by	partnering	with	Sunday	School	and	Luther	League	to	purchase	Christmas	giks	for	
seven	community	kids	through	the	Greene	Food	Bank.	We	also	teamed	up	with	Luther	League	to	decorate	
the	church	building	for	Christmas,	and	hosted	a	supper	of	maid-rites	and	hot	dogs	following	the	Sunday	
School	Christmas	program	on	December	8th	as	a	fundraiser	to	help	con*nue	our	ministry.		

As	we	look	ahead	to	2019,	we	hope	to	increase	the	amount	of	fellowship	events	offered	for	our	Jr.	High	
students,	in	addi*on	to	a	con*nued	emphasis	on	faith	development	and	service.	We	are	grateful	for	your	
support	and	ask	for	your	con*nued	prayers	for	our	youth	and	volunteers	as	we	seek	to	draw	closer	to	God	
together!	

In	Christ,		
2018	Jr.	High	Ministry	Team		
(Chris*n	Flucke,	Sarah	Hawker,	June	Vogelman,	Holly	Wedeking,	and	Pastor	Daniel)	
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Junior High Ministry Treasurer's Report 

Beginning	Balance	as	of	January	1,	2018..............$1,223.25	
	 Checking................................................$738.46	
	 Savings..................................................$484.79	

2018	Income..........................................................$577.91	
	 Interest......................................................$0.37	
	 Dona*ons................................................$56.00	
	 Fundraising............................................$521.54	

2018	Expenses........................................................$699.47	
	 Confirma*on	Flowers..............................$18.00	
	 Events....................................................$397.95	
	 Benevolence…………………...........…...…..$283.52	

End	of	Year	Balance	as	of	December	22,	2018..$1,101.69	
	 Checking................................................$566.53	
	 Savings…................................................$535.16	
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Sunday School 

The	St.	Peter	Lutheran	Sunday	School	program	provides	weekly	Chris*an	educa*on	to	all	children	in	nursery	
–	6th	grade.	We	seek	to	share	the	love	of	Jesus	through	Bible	stories,	music,	craks,	and	games.	Through	the	
incredible	dedica*on	of	volunteer	teachers	and	helpers,	we	were	able	to	minister	to	more	than	70	different	
kids	in	2018!		

The	first	half	of	the	year	started	with	a	family	movie	night	event	in	January	as	well	as	a	pajama	party	during	
the	educa*on	hour	one	morning	in	February.	Palm	Sunday	was	a	very	busy	day	as	the	the	3rd-6th	grade	
students	teamed	up	with	the	older	youth	to	lead	a	special	“Journey	Through	Holy	Week”	youth-led	worship	
service.	We	also	had	the	joy	of	celebra*ng	with	eight	5th	graders	as	they	celebrated	their	first	Communion	
that	day.	At	the	end	of	April,	we	traveled	to	Valley	View	Care	Center	to	share	some	music	and	visit	with	the	
residents.	Our	program	year	ended	with	a	family	fiesta	on	Saturday,	May	5th	hosted	by	the	Chris*an	
Educa*on	Commi3ee,	complete	with	walking	tacos	and	a	piñata.		

Aker	a	summer	off,	Rally	Sunday	on	August	26th	kicked	off	another	exci*ng	year	of	Sunday	School	with	a	
special	outdoor	worship	service	and	potluck	for	the	whole	congrega*on.	We	even	had	some	of	the	high	
schoolers	come	and	show	the	kids	how	to	make	homemade	slime,	which	they	had	a	blast	with!	

The	biggest	change	for	Sunday	School	this	year	came	this	fall	when	we	debuted	a	brand	new	curriculum	
called	“Deep	Blue	Rota*on	Sta*ons.”	In	this	curriculum	model,	all	of	the	students	focus	on	a	par*cular	Bible	
story	for	four	weeks	at	a	*me,	and	every	week	each	age	group	rotates	to	a	different	sta*on	such	as	games,	
craks,	science,	and	even	cooking	to	engage	with	the	Bible	story	in	different	ways.	So	far,	the	kids	seem	to	be	
loving	this	new	program	and	the	variety	it	offers.	It	also	makes	prep	work	much	easier	for	our	volunteer	
teachers	and	offers	more	consistency	between	the	grades.	This	approach	requires	more	volunteers	to	serve	
as	helpers,	but	also	allows	more	flexibility	for	those	volunteers	to	only	need	to	give	a	four-week	
commitment.	This	has	proven	to	be	both	a	challenge	in	terms	of	scheduling	as	well	as	a	great	growing	
opportunity	to	get	more	parents	and	caring	adults	involved	with	this	wonderful	ministry.	If	you	are	
interested	in	helping,	please	talk	to	Chris*n	Flucke.	

In	October,	we	once	again	enjoyed	a	hayride	around	town,	courtesy	of	the	Wedeking	family.	And	despite	
the	yucky	weather	that	day,	the	kids	s*ll	had	fun!	November	and	December	were	busy	with	prepara*ons	
for	the	annual	Christmas	program,	which	took	place	during	the	Saturday	night	service	on	December	8th.	The	
program	was	a	wonderful	success,	thanks	to	the	incredible	work	of	all	our	teachers	and	students.	Extra	
special	thank	you’s	go	out	to	our	director,	Erin	Mulder	and	our	pianist,	Be3y	Heitland	as	well	as	to	St.	James	
Lutheran	Church	in	Allison	for	lerng	us	borrow	their	amazing	costumes!	Finally,	we	ended	the	year	
enjoying	delicious	Christmas	cookies	and	watching	a	Christmas	movie	together.	We	also	used	the	Sunday	
School	offering	for	the	season	to	co-sponsor	seven	kids	along	with	the	Luther	League	and	Jr.	High	youth	to	
purchase	Christmas	giks	through	the	Greene	Food	Bank.		

As	we	look	ahead	to	2019,	we	hope	to	find	ways	to	provide	even	more	opportuni*es	for	children	and	
families	to	grow	in	faith	together.	On	behalf	of	all	of	our	amazing	Sunday	School	volunteers,	thank	you	for	
your	support	of	this	important	ministry,	and	we	ask	for	your	con*nued	prayers	in	the	coming	year!	

In	Christ,	
Chris*n	Flucke	(Youth	and	Children’s	Ministry	Director)	and	the	2018	Sunday	School	Volunteers 
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Sunday School and Sunday School Memorial Treasurer's Report 

Beginning	Balance	as	of	January	1,	2018..................$4,449.90	
Checking..............................................$3,217.62	
Sunday	School	Memorial	Fund............$1,232.28	

2018	Income............................................................$1,696.69	
	 	 Interest.......................................................$0.87	
	 	 Congrega*onal	Budget………………………..$132.35	

Dona*ons...............................................$600.00	
Sunday	School	Offering..........................$498.71	

	 	 Noisy	Offering.........................................$293.41	
	 	 Christmas	Program	Offering...................$171.35	

2018	Expenses..........................................................$2,214.84	
	 	 Curriculum/Supplies................................$699.16	
	 	 Teacher	Apprecia*on..............................$180.80	
	 	 Events......................................................$423.71	
	 	 Benevolence………….................................$905.82	
	 	 Banking	Fees…………………………………………….$5.35	

End	of	Year	Balance	as	of	December	22,	2018..........$3,931.75	
Sunday	School	Checking......................$3,031.60	
Sunday	School	Memorial	Fund...............$900.15	

Sunday School Enrollment 

AVendance	for	Nursery-6th	Grade	Sunday	School	
Total	Enrollment	as	of	Dec.	2018......................69	
Average	Weekly	A3endance	(Jan-May)	...........32	
Average	Weekly	A3endance	(Sept-Dec)	..........35 
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Greene Parish Health Council 
              
The Parish Health Council consists of representatives appointed from each church with an at-large 
representative. There is also ministerial support, secretary and treasurer, and parish nurses to 
complete our council membership.

This year completes 16 years serving our community. We are thankful for all the support from the 
local churches, donations, and willing workers. We continue with blood pressuring screening, 
transportation, mini-workshops, community activities. We have a Pie by the Slice fundraiser in 
spring for St. Peter and again for the community at River Days—this goes a long way toward 
funding our expenses (with a BIG thank you to all who provide the pies!). We also help organize 
the Make a Difference Day in October—helping about 20 individuals using a group of 40-50 
volunteers to do the work. We are actively working the Food Bank—distribution of groceries once 
monthly, toys for children at Christmas, quilts for those families in need. We are also available for 
home visits, if requested, to enhance people's ability to remain in their own homes.
 
We are blessed by the support of the community and from St. Peter, WELCA and Thrivent. The 
donations cover the costs of our program with a separate funding for the Food Bank. It is 
humbling to see what our community can do for others—God is at work! If you have any 
questions about our group, please contact me.
 
Jo Ann Peterson

Altar Guild 
 The following ladies are currently serving on Altar Guild:

Delores Adelmund Rose Adelmund Clarene Backer
Mary Brinkman Kayla Heitland Jennifer Hoodjer
Kay Joebgen Jeanie Krull Erin Mulder
Robin Ralls Tanya Yerkes Kelly Zurcher

 

Holiday church displays:   Robin Ralls, Kelly Zurcher

Baptismal Napkins:  Marilyn Schroeder
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W.E.L.C.A. 
(Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 

As Women of St. Peter, we come together for study, support, and fellowship. We count on support 
from all women of St. Peter.  We grow in our faith through monthly Bible study, led by the Pastor.  
We affirm our gifts through quilt tying, school bags, layettes, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Cuddle Club 
and other mission work outside and within our community.  We support Lutheran World Relief 
and Lutheran Social Service of Iowa, and area camps monetarily and with our quilt donations.  We 
send care packages to those serving in the military.  We remember shut-ins and those in care 
centers, support our missionaries, and give to children going to camps. 

In March we sponsored a Family Fun Day at Freeze Frame Bowl.  We had bowlers and watchers 
and went through lots of pizza and pop.  In July the WELCA Board presented a Relay for Life 
ceremony.

We served Lent soup suppers with the women of the Presbyterian Church.  We donated our 
proceeds to Community Bible School, the Food Pantry, and St. Peter Luther League.  We prepared 
and donated 104 sack lunches for farmers working on fall harvest, financially supported and 
helped serve the community Christmas Cantata, and served 755 people at our Country Time 
Dinner in September.

We purchased 2 new stoves for the kitchen in the old basement, 2 small roasters and 2 crock pots 
for the fellowship hall kitchen.

Thank you to the congregation for the donations for the Giving Tree and Operation Christmas 
Child.  We sent in 34 boxes for children and purchased gifts for 10 local children with support 
through the Giving Tree.

Many of our WELCA women also contribute their time to the Community Senior Center.                       

Your 2018 WELCA Board

Sue Schroeder, Sue Brinkman, Julie Brinkman, Betty Heitland, Nancy Reser, Bev Christensen, 
Connie Yerkes
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WELCA Treasurer’s Report

   Julie Brinkman, WELCA Treasurer 
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WELCA EPIC Fund 

    Julie Brinkman, WELCA Treasurer 

WELCA Parsonage Fund  

    Julie Brinkman, WELCA Treasurer 

WELCA Prayer Shawl / Baptismal Blanket Fund 

    Julie Brinkman, WELCA Treasurer 

WELCA RAGBRAI Fund 

     $1,020.82 

    Julie Brinkman, WELCA Treasurer 
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St. Peter Lutheran Church - Memorial Fund 

WELCA Parsonage 
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Annual Congregational Meeting
January 28, 2018

10:30 am
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Greene, IA

64 voting members signed into the annual meeting.

A special thank you to Eldie Peterson and Gary Schmidt for their time, talent & service they gave 
to St. Peter Lutheran during their council term.

New council members of the board:  John Ebensberger and Keith Hyman. Carrie Eiklenborg will 
continue with another 3-year term.
John Backer made a motion to approve these members.  Sue Brinkman 2nd.   M/C

It was put to a vote to accept the Gift Acceptance Policy.
LaVon Steere made a motion to accept this policy.  Sue Schroeder 2nd.  M/C

Laurie Shultz will be our representative for the 2018 Synod Assembly held in Waverly June 8-10. 
Anyone interested in also being a representative please contact the church.

Laurie Shultz made a motion to accept the 2018 budget.  Erin Mulder 2nd.   M/C

Kelly Hoodjer spoke on the progress of the installation of the new elevator.  It is hoped to be 
completed by the week in March.

Benediction and prayer.

Meeting adjourned to a brunch provided by the church council.
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1/4/2019 Page 1 of 1St Peter Lutheran Church
2:02 AM

Asset Account Balances
For Period Ending 12/31/2018

193000 G. Hildebrand Annuity 119,373.62
Other Assets Totals $119,373.62

Other Assets

101500 Money Market - St Peter 112 44,652.24
101400 McCosh (Gift of Love) 920 1,125.94
101200 Goyer Money Mkt 442 625.27
101300 Goyer CD 695 20,000.00
101100 Checking - St Peter 108 4,535.51

Cash Totals $70,938.96

Cash

Period: 12/31/2018
Report Options

Company: St Peter Lutheran Church

Report Totals $190,312.58

Details Displayed: Level 1 Accounts

Records included in total = 6

Account   
Number Account Name Book Value
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Account   
Number Account Name Book Value



Gale Brinkman, Treasurer

AUDIT STATEMENT: 
The audit for the 2018 calendar year was completed in accordance with the Audit Guidelines 
for St. Peter Lutheran Church.  The Audit Committee found the disbursement ledger and 
corresponding  receipts  very  orderly  and  in  compliance  with  the  accounting  principals.  
(Dated  December 12, 2018)

Audit Committee:  Cheryle Arjes, Pam Dralle, Terri O’Brien
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St Peter Lutheran Church
Monthly Fund and Bank Account Balance Report

ST PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
December Financial Report

December 31, 2018

12/1/2018 12/31/2018
Beginning Ending
Balance Receipts Disbursements Balance

Current Fund Balance $12,982.06 $17,128.67 ‐$14,852.27 $15,455.83
Employee Withholding & Payroll Taxes ‐$1,531.48 $1,728.85
Current Fund Amount in MMDA $0.00

$15,455.83
Other Fund Balances

Elevator ‐$7,734.46 $1,761.00 $0.00 ‐$5,973.46
Benevolence and Mission $0.00 $2,811.40 ‐$2,811.40 $0.00
Building and Repair ‐$49.54 $50.00 $0.00 $0.46
Basement Windows $3,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,000.00
Fellowship $1,751.41 $429.90 ‐$85.10 $2,096.21
Thrivent Choice $633.00 $0.00 $0.00 $633.00
Restoration $26,396.90 $170.00 $0.00 $26,566.90
Missionary Support $0.00 $1,265.00 ‐$1,265.00 $0.00
Electronic Sign $13,640.00 $100.00 ‐$6,331.19 $7,408.81
VBS $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$37,637.31 $6,587.30 ‐$10,492.69 $33,731.92
Bank Balance  Transfer from MM Transfered to MMDA

Checking ‐$1,024.67 $0.00 $0.00 $4,535.51
Trans from Ckg + Int Transfer to Ckg

Money Market $51,644.04 $8.20 ‐$7,000.00 $44,652.24
TOTAL BANK $49,187.75

Goyer Scholarship $625.22 $0.05 $0.00 $625.27
McCosh ‐ Gift of Love $1,125.65 $0.29 $0.00 $1,125.94
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